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FIFTY-TMIRD ANNUAL MEETING 


OF THE 


American Baptist Home Mission Society. 


SARATOGA SPRINGS, N. Y., May 27, 1885. 


The Society began its fifty-third anniversary in the First Baptist 
Church, Saratoga Springs, Wednesday, May 27th, at ro A. M., John 
B. Trevor, Esq., of Yonkers, N. Y., the President, in the chair. 

Rev. H. C. Graves, of Haverhill, Mass., read from Isaiah 54. Rev. 
A. H. Strong, D.D, of Rochester, N. Y., offered prayer. The hymn, 
“ Zion ! Awake, thy strength renew,” was sung. 


The President addressed the Society, declining renomination and 
asking for no further honor in the gift of the Society than to be a con- 
tributor to its funds. An interesting and instructive account of the 
advance in Home Missionary Work during the last fifty years con- 
cluded the President’s address. 


The following Committee of Arrangements was announced by the 
President : 


Rey. Geo. A. Smith, N. Y.; Rev. J. D. Herr, D. D., Conn.; Rev. 
C. D. Morris, Mass.; Rev. A. Blackburn, Ind.; John Hoy, Esq., N. Y. 

Rev. Dr. H. L. Morehouse, the Corresponding Secretary, then pre- 
sented the Annual Report of the Board. | 

The report of the Treasurer was presented by Mr. J. G. Snelling, 
Assistant Treasurer. 

Hon. C, W. Kingsley, of Mass., addressed the meeting upon the 
report of the Executive Board, and moved the following, which 
was adopted : 
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That the President appoint a’ Committee of seven business men, to whom shall 
be referred so much of the Report of the Board as refers to the losses made by the 
Society, and that the Committee report at some future meeting of the Society before 
its final adjournment: 

ist. Whether any action in regard to this matter is necessary or desirable on the 
part of the Society at this time. 

2d. Whether any suggestion can be made by them in regard to the future man- 


agement of the funds of the Society which will help prevent a repetition of like 
experience in the future. 

The President named as such committee the following brethren : 

Hon. C. W. Kingsley, Mass.; Hon. J. L. Howard, Conn.; D. A. 
Waterman, Esq., Mich.; J. B. Thresher, Esq., Ohio; Jacob Estey, 
Esq., Vt.; Wm. M. Isaacs, Esq., N. Y.; S. W. Cronkhite, N. Y. 

Rev. Geo. A. Smith reported for the Committee of Arrangements, 
recommending, 

Morning sessions from 9:30 to 12:30; afternoon sessions from 2:30 
to 5, and evening sessions to begin at 7:30. 

That we first hear the report of the Committee on Obituaries, to be 
followed by the report of the Committee on Christian Beneficence. 

That the afternoon session be devoted to the consideration of the 
reports of the committees on Work among Foreigners and on Church 
Edifice Work, and the transaction of special business. 

That this evening’s session be given to addresses by Rev. Dr. J. B. 
. Hartwell on Chinese Work; Rev. J. C. Grimmell on Work among 
European Populations; and Rev. Dwight Spencer on Church Edifice 
Work. 

That on Thursday morning devotional services be held, to be fol- 
lowed by Report of Committee on Work among Indians, election of 
officers, and Report of Committee on Work among Colored People. 

That the afternoon session be devoted to the consideration of the 
Reports on Mexican Missions and on Western Missions. 

That the evening session be given to addresses by Rev. Dr. H. G. 
De Witt on Mormonism, Rev. Dr. O. C. Pope on Mexico, and Rev. 
Dr. R. S. MacArthur on Christian Beneficence. 

Rev. G. H. Miner, of Conn., for the Committee on Obituaries, pre- 
sented the following report, which was adopted : 


OBITUARIES. 


Your committee in submitting this report find the following facts worthy of 
special mention and record. First, The number who have di is exceptionally 
large. One hundred who were either Life Directors or Life Members have been 
transferred to that life over on the other side of what we call death, and this number 
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does not include many who were the active friends and supporters of the Society. 
This number over against 55 last year and 32 the year preceding is signiScanthy 
large. Of these 31 were Life Directors and éo were Life euahere The State of 
New York furnishes the largest number, twenty-five ; Massachusetts, twenty-two; 
New Jersey, eight; Connecticut, six; Rhode Island, five, and the others are dis- 
tributed among the various States. They are gone from us, and, going, have taken 
with them one immortality, but they have left behind them another in deeds and 
forces—a thousand and one influences which represent them to-day. They are our 
dead; they have a perpetual citizenship on earth. They can never into exile. 
We set no broken column or inverted torch over the places where they lie. The 
second fact worthy of record is, that of these, a larger number than usual were 
representative men in the various departments of human activity. In private and 
public life, in business, in society, at the bar, in the halls of legislation, in the 
pulpit, they were men of such commanding influence and power, that not only will 
our denominational enterprises suffer loss, but the denomination itself. It is im- 
possible in the limits of this report to make even the briefest mention of each of 
these separately, however worthy they may have been. But we should do violence 
toevery impulse of our Christian hearts did we not pause here to-day to pay some 
tribute of respect in a grateful remembrance and in thanksgiving to God for the 
gift to us of such men, the mere mention of whose names suggests all that is grand 
and noble and true in Christian manhood. 


It is with deep regret that we are compelled to enroll among our dead such 
Christian laymen as Smith Sheldon, Jeremiah Milbank, Chas. T. Goodwin, John 
M. Bruce, Wm. A. Gellatly, Edwin C. Burt, John Dana Standish, and Hon. Caleb 
Van Husan. These were all princely men in the various circles in which they 
moved. Their generous support of all our denominational societies and institutions 
made them prominently useful. It is true Mr. Sheldon laid down his work at the 
ripened age of seventy-three years; but his death, after long and useful service on the 
Board of this Society, and as one of the trustees of Rochester University and of Vas- 
sar College, creates a vacancy in our denominational counsels difficult to fill; for 
wisdom in counsel comes as the fruit of experience which years only can ripen. 

And there follows Jeremiah Milbank, who, amid the varied fortunes of business 
life, had the capacity and indomitable energy to carry forward great enterprises to 
success. Full of hope and courage and push, he met and conquered great difficul- 
ties, and thus secured to himself wealth, and when secured he knew how wisely to 
invest it while living. Among his last generous gifts was $25,000 to Rochester 
University, and $20,000 for the erection of a church edifice in the town bearin 
his name in Dakota. His manliness and force of character, his generosity an 
spirit of benevolence, commanded the admiration of all. 

John M. Bruce has gone. One of the most unostentatious, unpretentious, cour- 
teous Christian men in all the land. His simplicity and gentleness of manner, his 
sympathy with all that was good and true, gave him a ready passport to all hearts. 
In his benevolence his left hand was never allowed to know what his right hand did. 
He sowed beside all waters and laid up for himself a crown, which he has gone to 
receive. His departure was as peaceful as his life.. After the usual business of the 
day and the evening prayer-meeting he retired in his ysual health to his chamber 
alone for the night. It was his life-long custom the last thing to repeat the child- 
hood prayer, ** Now I lay me down to sleep.’”? With his hand beneath his head resting 
upon his pillow, just as he had repeated that prayer, he passed to sleep which knows 
no earthly waking. When morning came, he was not, for God took him. 

But perhaps no deeper gloom fell upon the Baptist brotherhood of New York than 
when the morning papers announced the sad an sudden death by accident of Dea. 
Charles T. Goodwin, whose life-long fidelity to duty and devotion to principle made 
him a conspicuously prominent Christian. His very presence was an Inspiration to 
purity and goodness. He was always heroic for the right. Against the wrong his 
voice could not be silenced. He knew when and where to bestow his Lord’s money, 
and knowing he did it. No genuine appeal was made to him for sympathy and help, 
to which he did not give a listening ear and respond. 

William A. Gellatly and Edwin C. Burt, of New Jersey, were two royal men with- 
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out reproach. Mr. Gellatly was a member of the Board of this Society at the time of 
his death, and had been its treasurer. His quick, sagacious mind, his generous, sh 
pathetic heart, his genial, cultured manners made him a representative Baptist lay 
man with few equals. His death was sudden, and came while he was yet in the 
fullness of his power, at the of 55 years. It is not too much to say of him that 
no death has n more italy amented than his among the brotherhood of 
Baptists. 

Deacon Burt was one of those humble, gentle, spiritually-minded, systematic men, 
ever ready to help those who were ae to climb higher. His words, which 
were few and simple, and to the point, gathered weight from the character behind them. 


In Detroit Mich., two standard bearers have fallen. The Hon. Caleb Van 
Husan and John Dana Standish. They were both prominent in all our denomi- 
national work. Both had held the most prominent official positions in the organiza- 
tion of the State. True and faithful men, acknowledged leaders, their interest 
and liberality extended to our institutions oflearning as well as to our denomina- 
tional societies. Their Christian enterprises stand to-day as memorials of their faith 
and hope and trust. 


Such is a brief mention of only a few of the more distinguished laymen who 
were either life directors or life members of this Society, whose spirits have been 
liberated from earth during the last twelve months. ey were an honor to us 
while living, and they are an honor to us while dead. They were among the most 
liberal contributors to the finances of the Society, men to whom our officers could 
appeal with success in times of emergency. And this list would by no means be 
impartial unless we add the names of Asa Foote, New York; Wm. W. Cook, 
New York; Col. Benj. P. Baker, Vt.; Mrs. Lucy M. Howard, Vt.; Maria 
Holmes, Mass.; Josephine Going Cressey, la.; Sarah B. Jenks, Mass. 


Samuel S. Constant was for many years amember of the Board and for some time 
itsChairman. He was a benevolent man. While his noble appearance and genial 
manners made him welcome and honored in all circles, his ripened experience 
and sound judgment rendered him sfecial/y useful. 


But out of this one hundred who have died, forty-five were ministers of the 


Gospel—men who are not forgotten by us to-day, for they occupied a large place in 
our hearts. 


Their earnest work—their devotion to the cause of truth and the inspiration of 
their lives, did much to turn this wealth and influence into these channels of benevo- 
lence. Already appropriate obituary notice of these have appeared in public print, 
and are still fresh in your recollection. They made for themselves a noble record. 
They gave character to our denomination, and in turn were honored by it—in recog- 
nition of their scholarship and consecrated talents. 


We can do no less and no more than make a partial roll-call of these, whose 
only response is silence. 


Dr. William R. Williams, Dr. William Carey Crane, and N. E. Chapin, of 


_ Texas; Dr. John L. Dagg, of Alabama; Isaac Wescott, Orrin Dodge, J. Stanford 


eae Toe F. Bigelow, of New York$ Andrew Broadus Estes, of S.C.; David 


A. Randall, of Ohio; Isaac Smith and Henry V. Dexter, of Mass. ; 
of Conn: ; Geo. W. Harris, of Mich. ry exter, of Mass.; Jabez Swan, 


And to this list must be ad.led one of our missionaries, Thomas T. Potter, who 
some three years since went to New Mexico and from thence to California. So 


earnestly did he give himself to missionary service that he died of over-work and 
exhaustion. 


It is with sweet assurance, as we recall these brethren, and ask our Fathers and 
brethren, Where are they ?—but looking forward it is with some degree of anxiet 
that we ask our brothers, Where are they, who with consecrated talent and wealt 
will meet the ever increasing demands upon us for benevolence and zeal to evangelize 
the world? But with the inspiration of such noble examples may we not look for- 
— Pa hopefulness and prayer that God will bring forward the men and the 


| 
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The workman dies, but the work never, We begin and end our part of the 
work—but not the work itself. That begins and ends with God. 


GrorGE H. MINER, Conn. P. L. Jones, Pa. 
D. J. YERKES, New Jersey. G. B. Gow, N.Y. 
F. T. HAZELWoop, Mass. 
Committee. 


Rev. Dr. H. M. King, of N. Y., offered a prayer. The report was 
adopted. 

Rev. Dr. A. G. Lawson, of Mass., reported for the Committee on 
Christian Beneficence, as follows: 


SYSTEMATIC BENEFICENCE., 


Christianity is the fruit of the Grace of givin . The Father gives his Son, the 
Son gives Himself for our sins, the Spirit gives the Christ life. Giving to the point 
of unspeakable sacrifice, the root of our gospel, is alsothe fruit of the Spirit by whom 
is shed abroad in our hearts the love of God. 

If our faith and practice were as scriptural in beneficence as in ordinances, Bap- 
tists would raise far more. Two great societies close the year with heavy debt, 
through defective beneficence. Many churches gave nothing, and some, having a 
system, were not thorough. Heaven’s first law is order; but disorder, sin’s first 
fruit, triumphs here. 

Systematic beneficence comprehends the giving, the gathering, and the fellow- 
ship, or distribution of our Lord’s money. The giving between God and the soul; 
the gathering between God and the community of souls—the church; the fellowship 
widens the circle to include the world. 

The giving is between the soul and God. Trustees and churches need not 
create a mold, for Scripture has its own. Upon this high plane let pastors and 
churches study to teach and practice. 

To the law and to the testimony. _It is written, the earth is the Lord’s and the 
fulness thereof. Every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand 
hills. The silveris mine and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of Hosts. All souls 
are mine. Honor the Lord with thy substance, and with the first-fruits of all thine 
increase. It is He that giveth thee power to get wealth. And they shall not 
appear before the Lord empty. Every man shall give as he is able, according to the 
blessing of the Lord thy God which tte has given thee. Give, and it shall be given 
unto you, good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, shall 
they give into your bosom. For with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured 
to you again. It is more blessed to give than to receive. Give, not grudgingly or 
of necessity, for God loveth a cheerful giver. If there be first a willing mind, it Is 
accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not. As 
ye abound in everything, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge and in all dilli- 
gence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also. 

Right to property holds good between men, but between God and man all right 
to property is vested in the Sovereign Owner. Man, the steward, must account to 
Him for every talent and pound received. An owner defines how his work must be 
managed. Is it not lawful for God to do what He will with His own ? If everything 
is taken out of our hands shall not the Judge of all the earth do right ? An owner 
has a right to limit a tenant. God limited man’s use of property in Eden more 
closely still after the flood, and has never repealed His right. Not every day is man’s, 
the seventh is for God; not everything is his, only as he dresses and keeps the ground 
he lives; not every tree is his, in the midst of the garden one is forbidden to him. 

Of time a seventh, of revenue a tenth, as the least of Jehovah’s tribute. Israel 
gave in tithes and offerings of all they received, certainly one fifth, some claim 
one third. It is said the New Testament has no command; we who are not under 
law may do as we choose, and some, giving nothing boast their liberty. Then the 
New is an advance upon the Old Testament in all other truth, especially in service 
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for man, but in beneficence God sounds a retreat. Had Israel, who saw the back 
of the carpet in the loom, with here and there a Late oy of color, more reason to 
give freely, more gratitude, and more to be thank: ul for, than children of the 
new covenant who see the complete pattern into which angels desire to look? Is 
He the God of the Jews only? Isit more lawful for a Christian than for a Jew to be self- 
ish and covetous ?. Were they who had no dealings with the Samaritans more generous 
than we, who in His poverty being made rich, are debtors to all men? ‘*To whomsoever 
much is given, of him shall much be required; and to whom they commit much, of 
him will they ask the more.’’ We who touch all nations may do more now in a day 
than ina year of the days of Paul even. The New Testament increases alike our 
privileges and our obligations. To think it would lift the believer to the highest 

lane in all other things, but in giving drop him into a quicksand of uncertain footing, 
is absurd. Making fixed rules the framework for great principles, God brought the 
ancients up from the primary towards the senior class. When manhood crowns 
the former childhood, to omit the framework does not disown the principles. 
The machinery of administration is modified, but not one principle is an- 
nulled. 

Each according to his ability, as of the ability that God giveth, as God hath 
prospered him, saith the New Testament. Is this a sliding scale to slip well down 
to zero, yet keep the rule, or has it a fixed meaning? Is giving a virtue that has 
no expiring point ? What shall be the measuring rod? Your ability: ‘‘She hath 
done what she could”; your own happiness: ‘it is more blessed to give than to 
receive ;” your knowledge: ‘*be ye doers of the word and not hearers only, delud- 
ing your own selves”; your love: ‘let us love notin word, neither with the tongue, 
but in deed and truth”. The light at noon is the brighter light of the dawn; so 
beneficence is in the New the brighter light, the fulness of what is taught in the Old 
Testament. It exalts giving to a loftier plane, showing its highest possible level. 
To follow our Lord one must surrender all. His own example reveals inconceiv- 
able sacrifice; then to His disciples He says, Give because you have received, give 
as you have received freely, give because you belong to Christ, love one another as 
I have loved you. 

System in giving requires at least three things: 

Give a fixed proportion—starting, we think, with one tenth, to increase as God 
prospers. 

Give Regularly—grow into the habit, until generous giving becomes graciously 
easy to the soul. 

_Give Frequently—as wages are paid. On the first day of every week, as you 
hail the resurrection day, to celebrate a finished redemption, give tribute to 
God. To store up small sums, and at the gathering to take a large sum from 
the Lord’s store, is easier far than to get a small sum out of the needs of that week. 

You sink a well toassure a steady supply; so store the Lord’s bounty, that it 
may flow as from a full reservoir. Benificence no sooner than trade will care for 
itself. Be dilligent in business, that you may serve the Lord. Have as thorough a 
system in giving as in getting money, for of the utmost worth to gain it is no less 
needed to give money, ‘‘ worthily of God.”’ Sunlight could not be clearer than that 
organized giving, since it raises more money, more easily, in ways more equal, and feeds 
every other grace, is best for the individual, the church, and the world. As to giving, 
the conclusion is this : Believers are to give the Lord of what He has bestowed ; 
to give from principle based on the sure word of God; to give regularly and fre- 

uently, one tenth of all we receive, as the very least we can justify he Jew and 
sentile. True giving will be under the power of the great fact that glorifies our 
lives, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though He was rich, yet for our sakes 
— pat that we through His poverty might become rich. Gibbon’s pen 
sharpened against the primitive Christians yet ‘‘ made their doings loom up in moral 
grandeur, when he put generous giving among the leading causes of the world-wide 
triumph of Christianity.” Seneca, the heathen, could say, ‘*I possess nothing so 
completely as that which I have given away. Whatever I have imparted I still 
possess; these riches remain with me through all the vicissitudes of life.” Paul 
the apostle says, ‘* Do good, be rich in good works, be ready to distribute, willing 
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to communicate, laying up in store for yourselves a good foundation against the 
time to come, that you may lay hold on the life which is life indeed.” 

The gathering is between God and the soul, and the community of souls—the 
church. Every church owes it to God, to itself, and to each member, through 
teaching and example, opportunity and exhortation, to encourage and increase the 
benificence of all its congregation. In 1 Cor. 16: I-2, an apostolic rule to 
provide for a special need forms the best general law we can find. For simplicity, 
equity, universality, and effectiveness no mortal can frame a better plan. Its 
essential features are needed to-day. Once a week is the order to the churches in 
Galatia and Macedonia, ‘‘every first day of the week” is the literal word, hence 
regular and frequent. ‘* Every one of you,”’ and at this point most efforts fail. Our 
Lord made the people sit down in companies by fifties, and from little fed them, 
and said, ** Gather up the fragments that nothing be lost.”” He would have every 
member of the church reached. Make room for the fathers and the children, the 
strong and the weak. Any plan slighting the many small gifts cuts its own sinews. 
Neglect will hurt not so much those with larger, as those with less, income, and 
sath proportionally give the most. Ina contribution this year of $3,100 one man 
gave $2,500, but the deacons said a colored coachman in his $10, had given more 
than they all. 

‘That there be no gatherings when I come.”’ Not left to the drift of accident or 
the excitement of special appeals. ‘Too many pastors, reversing Paul’s example, 
have no gatherings unless the Secretary comes. All henor to the men who see to 
this themselves, as every church through its own officers should do. One whose 
long period of service makes him a competent witness says, ‘‘ The whole question of 
the church’s power to meet the ever expanding claims of Christ’s kingdom at home 
and abroad turns on pastoral faithfulness oad wisdom at this point.” The pastor 
who cannot raise more money for our great interests from his own people than an 
secretary, is on the way tofailure. Let him blush at the fact, and seek grace pate | 
to humble him, until thoroughly informed about the work he may do his full duty. 
Much machinery might be spared if pastors and churches followed Paul in this 
respect, 

To honor God and retain His blessing, right methods must rest upon right 
motives. How dare we suspend our gifts upon importunity or attractiveness in 
the field, or the importance of keeping up the system, or, worse thanali, agreeable- 
ness in the solicitor. Appeals to humanity, or patriotism, or denominational pride 
fall far short of the mark. Men will limit their gifts to the least sum that will keep 
them on good terms with themselves. Sympathy, even in regenerate men, is fit- 
ful and unsafe to build upon. Bring principle to the front and send impulse to the 
rear. Look to God’s demand and Christ’s example. Turn away from the few rich 
men and appeal to the nearly 700,000 Baptists of the North, because they belong to 
Christ. Giving is worship. Thy prayers and thine alms should go up together. 
Give and gather unto the Lord, not to a system, or to a good pleader, not on 
account of frantic appeals, but because you worship God in giving. Jesus said, 
‘if offering thy gift at the altar, thou rememberest that thy brother hath aught against 
thee, leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to 
thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.” Reconciliation is for all and for all 
time, and to present gifts is to be a permanent part of worship. : 

Some churches gather for beneficence, that is, for objects beyond their own 
borders once a quarter, some once a month, some—and every church out of debt 
surely ought to do so—once a week. Some gather all sums to one treasury, and the 
undesignated are voted out by the church at periods of three or six months apart. 
Some Exiga the month or day for a particular offering appoint a Committee, and by 
a special letter from pastor and Committee, with envelope enclosed, directly address 
each member of the church. The least that can be done is to determine in advance 
that certain objects shall be remembered and to fix upon the time for the offering. 
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One of the best systems within our knowledge includes a card somewhat after 
this form, distributed at the beginning of any given year. 


WEEKLY OFFERINGS. $ 1. FOREIGN MISSIONS. 
OF THE 
BAPTIST CHURGH $ 2. HOME MISSIONS. 
+ | 3. PUBLICATION SOCIETY. 
AND CONGREGATION, | 
From January 1 to December 31, 1885. $ | + STATE CONVENTION. 
$ 5. MINISTERIAL EDUCATION. 
§$ .o1 Please mark with an X in the column 
-o2 | on the left the sum you are willing to ¢ 6. 
03 | pledge as a weekly offering to the Lord, 
.o4 | from January 1 to December 31, 138s, + 7. GENERAL FUND. 
.o5 | using a blank space if you prefera sum 


not printed. 

.10 rite your name and residence at the 
| bottom orthis card, and handtotheCom- §$ 

.20 | mittee ur put into the contribution box. 

.25| <A package of small envelopes will be — 
.30 | given you, one for each week. 

Every Lord’s day enclose the amount 
.§0 | of your weekly offering in one of these Please designate how you wish your offerings 


| envelopes, sea/ it, and then put the en- ‘ated. by marking against each of the 
1.50 | velope in the box when the offerings are 


presented; and in case of absence, or above objects the amount you design for that 
2.00} omission for any cause, enclose the special cause. 

amount in arrears in the same way. , 
3-00; On the reverse of this card find the Gifts not designated will go into the General 


objects to which the contributions of this i f by vote of the church. 
4.00 -hurch are devoted this year. Fund to be disposed of by 


The offerings pledged being purely 
5.0¢ | oluntary, may be recalled at any time, 


The system of weekly offerings has been 


y giving notice to the Committee. adopted by this Church, and the hearty co- 
10.00 operation of all who worship with us, both young 
and old, is cordially invited. 
Please return this card to either of the members Comemetie:. 
of the Committee or drop iuto the Boxes when 
passed. Treasurer. 


Then to every pew fix a card naming the societies regularly aided by the church, 
. the closing of the year for each noted by the month or i. when by general contri 

bution the fragments are gathered up, or when by vote the amounts for each are 
designated. 

Some States and associations devote a month or a quarter exclusively to the 
work of one society. In all the churches thus associated, appeals are made at the 
time named for the one object. Unity of action creates and conserves a spirit that 
aids each church to re in line with every other. It gives to our three societies 
the prominence to which the greatness of their work entitles them. It puts into 
the subordinate places where they belong the many appeals for new and often un- 
wise projects. 1t arouses the pastor who is not systematic, and encourages every- 
one who believes in organized effort. It carries a church over a period of pastoral 
change without the peril of having its contributions fail for want of a pastor. It 
creates an opportunity for Associatibnal Committees and State Boards to do efficient 
work beyond their own borders. It adds many fold to the worth of the district 
secretary’s work, showing just where and when they can do the most good. In 
fact, it helps to free us from many of the evils incident to our intense individual and 
church independence which now cling to us as barnacles toa ship. Surely Baptist 
pastors have sufficient grace and common sense to effect some such agreement in 
every association. Better a poor system than none; but a perfect system will not 
run itself. Eternal vigilance is the price of some things besides liberty; and per- 
petual motion, when invented, will be last of all applied to beneficence. 

The Boston and the Philadelphia Social Unions have collected some facts worth 
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studying. In Pennsylvania 45 churches and nosystem gave per member $1.67, 
while 26 churches with system, gave per member $3.55. In Massachusetts 71 
churches report per member, $1.47; 23 churches, mostly large and wealthy con- 
gregations with a partial system, gave per member, and 6, including 4 small 
country churches with a thorough system, gave per member $6.50. One more 
illustration from a wider field may prove, if any proof is needed, what systematic 
teaching and effort will do. The Presbyterian General Assembly has a standing 
committee on Systematic Beneficence. [o aid its work, a gentleman in Chicago 
has freely distributed an immense amount of literature. This is some of the fruit: 
17 out of 21 synods, and 155 out of 165 presbyteries have special committees on 
beneficence; all co-operating with the Assembly’s committee report an increase of 
2,000 contributing churches. The net gain in contributions alone in 1881 was 
$66,000; in 1882, byi,c00; in 1883, $128,000; in 1884, $210,000, or a net gain in 
these four years of $475,000. Making every allowance for growth in numbers and 
wealth, this from a broad and varying field is proof enough that system pays. 

The Fellowship or distribution concerns itself with God and the soul, with the 
church and the world. 


The equitable distribution of our gifts is among the all things to be done decently 
and in order. For proper training at this point churches need men of Issachar who 
know what Israel oug t to do. To advance the work committed to our great 
societies the giving and the gathering must be supplemented by a wise distribution. 
Pressed by a thousand and one appeals, let pastors remember to show the people 
that the great channels of power and influence created by the churches must be 
kept full, even though many a little canal is left empty. 

We have what we call church business meetings, but ‘‘ generous giving for the 
spread of the gospel is the serious, the life-long, business of the whole church” and of 
every Christian. If the people came together to consider how they might more 
effectively give and gather and distribute the Lord’s money, would not our business 
meetings be improved? How can we raise more for beneficence? How can we 
reach every one? In what direction ought we to enlarge this year? How can we 
more effectively do foreign, or home, or Bible work? (Questions like these, as 
practical as they are important, we might consider with profit in our business meet- 
ings. Gaining money ts accounted by the world prosperity, but God counts him 
prosperous who is using, distributing money. ‘‘ Giving is more blessed than 
receiving. 

We well aware that the doctrine here presented will never be converted into 
life until a strong conviction that it is rooted in righteousness grips the conscience. 
More than half a century ago, Nathaniel R. Cobb wrote and signed in Boston his 
covenant: ‘* By the grace of God, I will never be worth more than fifty thousand 
dollars. By the grace of God, I will give one-fourth of the net profits of my business 
to charitable and religious uses. If I am ever worth twenty thousand dollars, I 
will give one-half of my net profits; if 1 am ever worth thirty thousand dollars, I 
will give three-fourths ; and the whole after fifty thousand dollars. So help me 
God, or give to a more faithful steward, and set me aside.” For fifteen years he 
kept his covenant, and dying, said to a friend: ‘‘ By the grace of God, nothing else, 
I have been enabled under the influence of these resolutions, to give away more than 
forty thousand dollars. How good the Lord has been to me!” 

Chen a man was accounted rich whose entire property would not equal the 
annual income many Christians now enjoy. Then commerce had but touched the 
edge of the well-nigh incalculable domain now traversed. Then church work in 
the world was but a tithe of what we now see, but Christian men were moved to do 
business that they might serve God. Shall not we rejoice in the wondrous oppor- 
tunities for good opened to us, and inspired by the most abundant blessings any 
generation has ever known, redouble our diligence in business that we may serve 
the Lord? Success demands enlargement. As business increases, more capital Is 
needed to carry it on, and the same is true in the kingdom of Heaven. When timid 
souls complain that missionary societies are never satisfied, that the more they 
receive to-day, the more they want to-morrow, that a cry, like the daughters of 
the horse leech, Give, give, let the Aquilas and Prisci las expound into them the 
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way of God more perfectly. These are the sure signs of divine favor. The word of 
the Lord is not returning void, but is prospering. Every call for larger gifts is a 
new proof that while Paul is planting and Apollos watering, God is giving the 
increase. 

We meet and pray that the Lord will revive His work, that He will pour out His 
Spirit upon all flesh, that Zion’s cords may be lengthened and her stakes 
strengthened, that the desert may blossom as a rose and the waste places be 

lad. Many who thus speak do not see at the end of their prayer a contribution 
Soa, and when that is put before their faces find no harmony between it and prayer. 
But see how it works. We said, “Thy —— come, Thy will be done in earth 
as it is in heaven.” God rends the chains of slavery and throws upon our care mil- 
lions of people; He breaks through the wall of China and bids us enter; He makes 
a way into Mexico, and opens a wide door for entrance into Africa. We dare not 
enter these great doors empty handed. pc teachers and preachers, 
papers and books and Bibles, school-houses and churches, must be carried through 
the open doors. In answer to our prayer prosperity has come, the Lord’s business is 
increasing and more capital is needed. ot prayers without alms, but thy prayers 
and thine alms together go up for a memorial before God. To pray truly, give 
freely. ‘‘ Give more or stop praying, for the contribution box is in direct answer 
to prayer.” 

Ever believer is to be a living letter of Christ in this evil world. How then can 
any child of God be indifferent to this great theme which has so large a place in 
Scripture, and is of such vast importance in the work of discipling the nations ? 
Mr. Gladstone says, ‘‘I believe that the diffusion of the principles and practice of 
systematic beneficence will prove the moral specific in our age.”’ This may seem 
too bold, yet one who has looked into this question will be ready to approve Dr. 
Bushnell’s words: ‘*The great problem we have now on hand is the christianizing 
of the money power of the world; what we wait for and are looking hopefully to 
see is the consecration of the vast money power of the world to the work and cause 
and kingdom of Jesus Christ. For that day when it comes is the morning, so to 
speak, of the new creation. That tile-wave in the money power can as little be re- 
sisted when God brings it to us, as the tides of the sea, and like these also it will 
flow across the world in a day.” 


Fifteen years remain of this century. What revival would freight them with 
more good for the whole world than a revival of Macedonian giving? A _ revival 
fashioned by the mold of those who according to their power and beyond their 
power gave, beseeching Paul with much entreaty to receive their gift. Such a reviv- 
ing would be the forerunner of spiritual renew beyond anything the church has 
ever known. To discuss this question, therefore, to teas out the Bible teachings, 
to press home upon the people the example of our Lord, to devise methods for the 
manifestation of our bounty would most certainly contribute to this end. Let pas- 
tors study and churches make ready to show forth the power of giving ‘‘ worthily of 
God.” Surely the Lord will add fis blessing. The spindle and the distaff ready, 
the flax will come. The jars filled, Jesus will turn the water into the best wine. 

We recommend, to be referred to the Boards of the different Societies for action : 

(1) That the District Secretaries make a joint appeal to all associations and 
churches in their districts, that have not yet taken action, requesting them to con- 
sider the wisdom of designating a particular month or quarter for each of the 
three Societies when offerings shall be made for their work. 

(2) Thatthe American Baptist Home Mission Society, the American Baptist Publi- 
cation Society, and the American Baptist Missionary Union be requested to consider 
the aod of appointing some one who by sermons, lectures, addresses and in 


_ other suitable ways shall instruct and arouse pastors and churches throughout the 


country upon this subject of systematic beneficence, each Society to pay one third of 
the salary and expenses of the lecturer, 

Whereas, Our three great Societies have practically one field for support and 
having one date for closing the fiscal year, they are often forced to appest tor large 
sums at one and the same time, urgent appeals being published in one week of 
March this year agregating nearly $400,000, and, 
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Whereas, When the people are asked for these large sums, many are discouraged 
from doing anything, in the belief that the amount required cannot be raised; and 

Whereas, Secretaries, editors, and pastors who press these appeals upon churches 
and individuals, brethren of the one faith, seem to be engaged in unholy strife and 
rivalry for money; we recommend : 

(3) That the ieties be requested to consider most carefully the importance of 
re-arranging their fiscal years so that each Society for its closing appeal shall have a 
clear field for at least thirty days. 


ALBERT G. LAWSON, Mass., D. De Wo tr, Conn., 
WILLIAM M. Haiaeu, IIL, MARTIN E. Gray, Ohio, 
S. HASKELL, Mich., O. E. MALLORY, Mass., 


Committee. 

Report adopted, and ordered printed in Annual Report. 

After briefaddresses by Dr. Everts, Dr. Parmly, Dr. Simmons, Rey. 
A. Blackburn, Rev. A. H. Lung, and Hon. Wm. Bucknell, the following 
motion, presented by Rev. A. Blackburn, was adopted: 

IVhereas, the recommendations of the Committee on Beneficence 
bear equally upon the work of the American Baptist Missionary Union 
and the American Baptist Publication Society; therefore, 

Resolved, That we invite the Boards of the above-named Societies 
to unite with the American Baptist Home Mission Society in the 
printing and general distribution of their Report. 

The following committees were announced by the President: 

On Enrollment—Rev. F. L. Chapell, Rev. E. Ellis, Dakota; Rev F. 
L. Wilkins, N. ¥Y.; J. A. Balch, Esq., lowa; W. W. Bliss, Esq., N. Y. 

On Nominations—A. F. Hastings, Esq., N. Y.; Edward Goodman, 
Esq., Ill,; Rev. P. S. Moxom, Ohio; Rev. W. C. Wilkinson, D. D., 
N. Y.; Rev. T. Edwin Brown, D. D.. R. I.; Dea. E. J. Brockett, N. J. 

Rev. Dr. A. S. Patton pronounced the benediction, and the Society 
adjourned until 2:30 P.M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Society re-assembled at 2:30 P.M. Prayer was offered by Rev. 
Warren Randolph, D. D., of Rhode Island. 

The report of the Executive Board on “ Foreign Populations” was 
presented by the Corresponding Secretary, followed by the report of 
Committee upon the same subject presented by Rev. H. C. Graves, 
Mass, 

Addresses upon the subject were made by Rev. P. S. Moxom, of 
Ohio, and Rev. D. D. Proper, of lowa, The Report was adopted. 


WORK AMONG FOREIGN POPULATIONS. 


Your Committee observe that in former reports the ‘pda incident to the presence 
of the foreign element, and the discouraging aspects of our work, have been chiefly 
dwelt upon. While recognizing these dangers and difficulties, we deem it wise and 
inspiring to notice some of the more hopetul features of the subject. 
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They are startling facts and worthy of most considerate scrutiny. That only a 

little more than one-half the inhabitants of our country are native whites of native 
entage; that the foreigners are swarming in upon us in ever-increasing num- 

rs; that they multiply more ri, than the native population; that they bring 
with them Lutheran formalism, Romish superstition, blatant infidelity, and dyna- 
mite proclivities ; that they are the disturbing element in all social and moral ques. 
tions-—the abettors of Sabbath desecration, the opponents of temperance reform, 
the recruits and supporters of Mormonism, the only foes of our school system, the 
ugly factor in the capital and labor problem; that they control the politics of our 
chief cities; that in several States and Territories they are already in the ascend- 
ancy; that they constitute what is known as the dangerous class throughout the 
country. These are facts which no wise citizen or Christian will strive to hide from 
his eyes. 

At the same time there is another class of facts of which the patriot and the disci- 
ple ought not to be unmindful. It must be remembered that these foreigners greatly 
enhance the material prosperity and strengthen the industrial interests of the 
country. To call them the dregs and riff-raft, the criminals and paupers of Europe, 
is alibel. They are the bone and sinew and life-blood of the nations from which 
they come. They are thrifty, industrious, economical. The rapidity with which 
they acquire property and improve their condition is amazing. 

hey bring to us physical reinforcement. As the barbarians that swept down 
from the German forests into the Roman Empire infused fresh blood into the de- 
caying Latin race, so these immigrants are bringing to us a brawn that will help to 
save the native American stock from physical deterioration. 

From their domestic and social life we could take some improving lessons. They 
have no liking for divorce. They believe in marriage, and there is nothing in their 
social habits which forbids its early consummation. ‘They rejoice in child-bearing, 
and put their American neighbors to shame in this particular. In their love for 
home, and in the strength of family ties, and in the warmth and constancy of domes- 
tic affection, they would not suffer in comparison with ourselves. 


They have a capacity for receiving and appropriating elevated ideas. While the 
animalism which characterizes many of them is fitted to excite pity, it is not as bad 
as that of our own progenitors ; and of most of them it may be said that they belong 
to that Teutonic race which is to-day ruling the intellectual, political, and religious 
world. Free these people from the Sie lot to which they have been accustomed, 
from the repressions of a heartless aristocracy, from the exactions of a despotic gov- 
ernment, from the unholy bondage of a state religion, and in this land of freedom 
and progress, under the influence of our expanded territory, our wide horizon, our 
liberal institutions, there is no department of human activity in which they do not 
distinguish themselves. We need not fear their capacity for the most exalted 
achievements in statesmanship, literature, science, art, philosophy, and religion. 

These people, in themselves, and especially in their offspring, become assimilated 
and unified with the original American stock with surprising rapidity and thorough- 
ness. They take kindly to our government, they adopt our customs, they acquire 
our language, they wear our costume, they blend with us into a single and homoge- 
neous nation. The process is going on with less interruption and less friction than 
the most sanguine could have anticipated. 

These foreigners are not averse to New Testament Christianity. Most of them 
are ignorant of it, and many of them are hostile to the religion with which they 
were acquainted at home, toa so-called Christianity controlled by the secular power 
and exercising a spiritual tyranny under which they smarted and groaned. But ex- 
hibit to them a religion divested of these hateful features, a religion marked by 

enuine simplicity and spirituality, and this enlightenment will abate prejudice, and 
the triumphs of the cross will be as speedy as they are glorious. 

Already these results are witnessed, Ardore f among the Scandinavians and 
Germans. The converts, multiplying year by year, display a trustfulness, a sus- 
ceptibility to truth, a confidence in Christ’s living presence, in his gracious Provi- 
dence, in the power of prayer, which irresistibly calls to mind some of the best char- 
acteristics of the primitive church. Their testimony against the prevailing evils of 
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their nationalities is clear and unwavering. They are bulwarks for spiritual religion, 
for a blameless morality, for the Lord’s day, and for temperance. In Christian lib- 
erality they stand pre-eminent, almost repeating the lives of the primitive disciples. 
For Christian and ministerial education and home evangelization, they have evinced 
an intelligent and profound regard, and they have taken to their heart of hearts 
the work of Foreign Missions. 

Is it not manifest, then, that though the er which threaten us through our 
foreign populations are fearful, there are manifold considerations of hopefulness and 
encouragement? All signs indicate that the Providence of God has brought these 
people to our shores for their good, and ultimately for the good of the nation. It is 
our part to make known to them a pure Christianity, to give them our sympathy, 
our prayers, our earnest missionary aid, to plant and foster Gospel churches amon 
them, and in every way to do all in our pe for their evangelization. So will 
God’s abundant blessing on our work in the past be the token and pledge of still 
greater blessings in the years to come. 


E. B. HuLBERT, Ill. O. LinpH, N. Y. 
HENRY C. GRAVES, Mass. . A. SCHULTE, Penn. 
A. S. Hopart, Ohio. . E. TILson, Vt. 


Committee. 
The report on Church Edifice Work was presented by Rev. J. 
M. Taylor, of R. L., followed with remarks by Rev. E. Ellis, of 
Dakota; Rev. Dr. O. C. Pope; of Texas, Rev. Dr. H. L. More- 
house, of N. Y.; Rev. Dr. W. W. Everts, of N. J.; Rev. E. 


K. Cressey, of Mass.; Rev. Dr. H. G. DeWitt, of Utah. The 
report was adopted. 


CHURCH EDIFICE WORK. 


The history of the growth of the Church Edifice Fund is ample evidence that the 
Board of this Society has not failed to recognize the very great importance of the work 
of aiding poor churches to erect houses of worship. It is thirty-five years since Dr. 
Everts offered a motion in executive committee for devising a or forming a 
society for the purpose, and never since has the object wholly failed to gain some 
portion of the contributions of our churches. 

Thirty-one years ago the call was for $100,000, and this in the dark days of °57. 
Till the close of the war, the receipts fell gradually, till in ’63 they were only $55- 
Yet so pressing seemed the need, that $16,000 were drawn from the general funds 
and applied to this work in ’64 and ’65, and by ’66 over $70,000 had been given to 
it. The permanent fund was then $27,389,33. The effort then begun under the 
superintendence of Dr. E. E. L. Taylor to raise a permanent loan fund of $500,000 
is of too recent occurrence to call for more than areference. By ’73, $220,000 had 
been raised and loaned to upwards of 200 churches, in 26 States and Territories. 
The close restrictions on the use of this fund, interest at 7 per ceut. and no abate- 
ment, addition of interest to principal, and short-time loans, combined with the 
severe depression of the seven following years, must serve to explain the apparent 
failure of the plan, so that after aiding only seven churches in ’79 the discouraged 
Board reported in ’8o that ‘‘ the fund is not fulfilling the expectations of its founders. 

The benevolent fund was therefore inaugurated to zive help where the former plan 
/oaned it, and a happy impulse was at once given to grpee ag In ’81 and 
'S2, 56 churches were aided by gift, and 10 by loan; in ’82 and ’83, 66 by gift, 18 by 
loan, 13 in both ways; and in 83 and ’84, 68 by gift, 13 by loan, 26 by both. 
During the past year 61 have received gifts, 39 loans, and 13 loans and gifts. There 
Were 103 applicants for loans and 81 for gifts. Thus the past three or four reports 
oo a gratifying increase of churches aided by loans, as well as of those helped by 
gifts. ; 
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Your committee has not called attention to these facts merely to refresh the 
memory. They suggest the fundamental question as to the best method of adminis- 
tering this trust, and no matters are deemed of as great importance for our considera- 
tion as 

1st, The method of using the funds. 

2d, The way to increase them. 

We shall leave to the speakers who may follow the presentation of the very in- 
teresting facts from which we deduce our conclusions, and which must stimulate 
every Christian heart. 

We are of opinion that, in the phe advance of the years since the Benevo- 
lent Fund was founded, we are in danger of forgetting the great and permanent ben- 
efits of a proper loan system. The strict rules of our loan fund, and years of de- 
pression, seemed to demand the Benevolent Fund, bnt itis by no means sure that 
the latter promises as good results as would the former on a more liberal basis. 
Churches are much like individuals, and easy getting makes easy aSking. It does not 
encourage as much the instinct of self-help, which all our aid should aim to cultivate. 
So it has been found that many churches ask more than they need, and when they 
even might dispense with aid altogether. 

The experience of the societies of other churches may be profitable to us. 

The Episcopal Society aids chiefly by loans, at 6 per cent., though in special cases 
by gifts, and its correspondin secretary writes that ‘‘ the work succeeds practically in 
a remarkable degree.” ‘‘ Eight calls out of ten are for /oams.” ** The loans are repaid 
in five equal parts in five years.” 

The Congregational Society, which has accomplished very great results, aids. 
chiefly by grants, which are repaid in annual contributions. No interest is asked, 
and losses of loans are very few. 

The Methodist Episcopal Society uses both systems, but its secre writes that. 
the loan fund is the better, as calstvation a spirit of self-reliance in the churches. 
It is difficult to collect principal and interest promptly, but the churches under- 
stand they must pay up, and the society is getting somewhat beyond its difficulties 
jn this regard. 

From the Presbyterian Society we have been unable to gain direct information, 
but the system of gifts, perpetually insured, seems to prevail in its work. While 
this review reveals differences among the wisest weihens it seems to justify the 
recommendation that more attention be given to the enlargement of the loan fund 
of the Society, and that the conditions of subscription be so altered as to exscind the 
objectionable features of the original plan, securing the fund by such investments 
as are permitted by the State law for trust funds, giving more scope to the discretion 
of the Executive Board, and we wethonnowek, that, so far as possible, the 
churches shall be urged, for their own sake, to apply for aid by /oam rather than by 
gift. Loans at a low rate of interest, or without interest, to be repaid in annual con- 
tributions, would seem, in most cases, to promise all that direct gifts can accomplish, 
and would cultivate the independence of the church. It is uliarly gratifying to 
note again, in this connection, the large number of recent ap licants for aid by loans. 

We recommend, therefore, the appointment by the Board of a special solicitor of 
contributions to the Loan and Benevolent funds, under such new conditions as shall 
be deemed advisable, said solicitor to be under the superintendence of the Corre- 
sponding Secretary. 

In thus emphasizing this one feature of the work, the committee would not be un- 
derstood to reflect on the administration of the Benevolent Fund, but on the con- 
0 would express its high appreciation of the methods under which that fund is. 
used so successfully. We base our recommendations 

1st. On the general principles of true benevolence; 

= history of our we Loan Fund ; 

3d. On the experience of the societies of the Epi 

_In this connection your Committee would farther recommend that the churches 
aided be encouraged to build on such plans that they may secure such accomoda- 
Hons as are at present essential, while giving ample opportunity to enlarge the orig- 
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inal pr tg when it shall be necessary—and this in the interest of economy and 
of self-help. 

We also recommend that the Board be requested to consider the advisability of 
raising a small Parsonage Fund, to be loaned on first mortgage, and the interest to 
be paid in rents. In the growing towns of the far West the want of a home, and 
the a suitable one, is a sore hindrance to the usefulness of 
many of our laborers. The wry action of the Congregational Union, whereby 
$31,000 have been speedily raised for this object, is worthy of our emulation. 

But the question of administration of the fund suggests the need of a larger 
fund to administer. The resources of the Society are lamentably below its needs. 
There is reasonable probability of a quickly restored commercial prosperity, and we 
should lay our plans for work in accordance with that expectation. We therefore 
recommend a direct effort by the Society to gain a larger attention for the claims of 
this specific work. Our people at large have little knowledge of its aims or methods. 
Much may be done if the pastors bear this in mind, and familiarize themselves with 
the great want that demands this peculiar labor. Every State convention and asso- 
cation in the land might be reached without burdening the already overburdened 
Corresponding Secretary, if in every State and association some one minister were 
requested to present the subject at every such gathering. Increased information 
would bring larger funds. An account of the work, in a small tract, would be read 
if distributed at such times. 

An effort should also be made to obtain sfecia/ collections in churches and Sun- 
day-schools. A Children’s Day, in May, 1836, might prove wise. If the aid of the 
children could be enlisted in building Sunday-school Chapels, the Church could find 
temporary accomodations in them. 

In conclusion, the Committee calls attention to the fact that this Society is the 
only channel for the Sons aeagem to the denomination of our contributions for 
church building and debt paying, in the far West, and it is recommended that all our 
aid for these objects be given through it. 

Respectfully submitted, 


. M. TAYLor, Rhode Island, A. J. BARRETT, New York, 
. H. BREARLEY, Michigan, DWIGHT SPENCER, Utah, 
Jas. FRENCH, Pennsylvania, O. B. GRANT, Connecticut, 
Committee. 


The Rev. Gideon Aubin, missionary to the French in Massachu- 
setts, delivered an address at this point upon “ French Evangelization, 
its Promise and Importance.” 

After singing, the benediction was pronounced by Rev. Dr. W. H. 
Parmly, of New Jersey, and the Society adjourned until evening. 


EVENING SESSION, 


Evening session opened at 7:30 P. M. with the hymn, “ My Coun- 
try, 'tisof Thee.” Prayer was offered by the veteran missionary, Rev. 
Wm. Dean, D.D. 


Dr. J. B. Hartwell, of California, presented the first address of the 
evening on “ Our Chinese Work.” He was followed by Rev. J. C. 
Grimmell, on “ Our Work Among European Populations.” 

Immediately following Mr. Grimmell’s addresss a dispatch was 
received and read by Secretary Morehouse, from Rev. J. C. Baker, 
Salem, Oregon, saying, “ Forty churches meet for special prayer for 
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the Society to-night.” Dr. Morehouse also stated that by letter similar 


words of cheer had been received from our Baptist missionaries of 
Mexico. 


After singing, Rev. Dwight Spencer, of Utah, made the closing 
address of the evening “ On Church Edifice Work.” At the close of 
the address an effort was made to raise ten thousand dollars for 
church edifice work. President Trevor pledged $1,000. Pledges of 
$1,000, $500, and smaller amounts followed until $5,200 had been 
promised. The amount was afterward increased to over $7,000. 

A recitation by Mrs. Richard Hartley, of New York, followed by 
the benediction from Rev. Dr. Dean, concluded the evening session. 


THURSDAY MORNING. 


At 9:30, a prayer meeting, conducted by Rev. Dr. H. G. DeWitt, 
was held. The morning session opened at 10 o'clock, the president 
in the chair. Rey. A. S. Hobart, of Ohio, read the 61st Chapter of 
Isaiah. Rev. W. T. Chase, D.D., of Minnesota, offered prayer. 

The report of the Committee upon “ Missionary work among the 
Indians” was presented by Rev. Dr. J. W. Carter, West Virginia. 


MISSIONS AMONG INDIANS. 


As the result of recent and careful estimates, it is stated that the Indians in the 
United States number about three hundred and twenty thousand, including fifteen 
thousand in Alaska. The many tribes into which they are divided speak different 
dialects, and sometimes engage in bloody hostilities. That the Indians are surely 
wasting away before the steady march of civilization and are doomed to total 
extinction has been the popular idea for many years. But this theory is now rudely 
shaken, if not utterly overthrown. Facts show that while some tribes have 
decayed others have increased. Some of the best informed students of the question 
insist that the Indians of our country are holding their own in number, and are 
destined to form a permanent element of our population. 

We rejoice that as a people their prospects have greatly improved. The Indian 
olicy of our Government has not reached perfection, but it is better than it was 
ormerly, and other changes which time and effort will secure will probably bring» 

it into harmony with the teachings and spirit of righteousness. There is an evident 
uickening of the American conscience upon the subject of our relations to these 
eeble tribes. The time has come when millions of our people acknowledge that 
Indians have rights which white men are bound to respect, and demand that public 
and private pledges to them shall be sacredly kept. In recent instances their title 
to lands guaranteed to them by solemn treaties has been honestly enforced. We 
have learned that it is cheaper and manlier to Christianize and civilize them than 
to wage eternal war against them for the benefit of frontier traders and liquor sellers. 
But much yet remains to be done. Perhaps about one-third of the Indians in the 
United States have made decided advances in civilization. They build houses, 
cultivate the soil, support churches and schools, and have adopted the dress and 
many of the customs of their white neighbors. But there are still two hundred 
thousand or more of our Indian population who, if not in a state of utter savagery, 
have made but slight progress in the arts and industries of civilized society. e 
live and worship as did their fathers, and are heathens in a land of Bibles and 


churches. Surely it is our duty to preach the gospel to these disinherited heirs 
of this vast continent. 
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But we fear that our denomination is not doing all that is required of us in this 
direction. The facts, so faras your committee has been able to gather them, seem 
to compel the conclusion that the Indian members of Baptist churches do not ex- 
ceed five thousand in number. Neglected tribes need teachers and preachers, and 
promising fields ask in vain for help. Many open doors are not entered because the 
pressure upon Our missionary treasury is so severe. 

During the past year the Home Mission Society has done all that was possible 
with the resources at its command to meet these calls for gospel labur; and the Lord 
of the harvest has crowned the toils and sacrifices of his servants with his blessing. 
It gives us profound pleasure to report that the Baptists of the Indian T erritory, 
representing different tribes, have organized for missionary work, and are sending 
the gospel of Christ to their pagan kindred. We also hope that the call which came 
years ago from the tribes of Alaska is about to be answered in the establishment of 
a mission in that far-off Territory. But the most favorable view that can be taken 
of the subject must remind us that greater efforts, more laborers, and larger contri- 
butions are specially needed. May God help us to enable the Society to do more 
for the Indians ! 

The work of our Indian University at Tahlequah is growing in importance and 
interest. Thirteen of its pupils are students for the ministry, and some of them 
expect to seek the advantages of Eastern theological seminaries. This prosperous 
school is soon to be removed to Muskogee, where it will have better accommodations 
and larger opportunities. Its field of usefulness is wide, and its future is bright 
with promise. In the jadgment of your committee the Government ought to be just 
and kindly in its treatment of the Indians, and American Christians ought to pray 
earnestly, give liberally, and labor faithfully for the salvation of a people who have 
been driven from the homes of their ancestors and compelled to endure centuries of 
wrong. The work of giving them the gospel is pressed upon us by justice, human- 
ity, and patriotism, as well as by obligations to Christ and his Kingdom. 

Respectfully submitted, on behalf of the Committee. 


The Corresponding Secretary announced that missionary work was 
to be carried forward in Alaska partially by the aid of the Government. 
Mrs. A. S. Quinton, of Philadelphia, was introduced and pleaded elo- 
quently in behalf of the Indians. She stated that to-day there are 
eighty-four Indian tribes and parts of tribes without a missionary of the 
gospel of any denomination. Hon. J. M. S. Williams, of Massachusetts, 
spoke earnestly upon the subject of the Report, giving certain hopeful 
facts concerning educational interests among the Indians. The Report 
was adopted. 

The committee of seven appointed to inquire into the financial 
losses of the Society reported as follows: 


Your committee to whom was referred so much of the Report of the Board as 
pertained to the losses made by the Society would respectfully report : 
bles: they have sought information from all the sources within their reach and 

ave found: 

Ist. That the losses occurred on account of misplaced confidence and lack of good 
judgment in making investments. We think the utmost loss that can fall upon the 
Society will be about one huudred thousand dollars, with a prospect that this amount 
may be somewhat reduced. 

2d. In the present condition of affairs it is impossible to state exactly where the 
responsibility for these losses should rest, but we think the result of cases now In 
court between other parties which will soon pass under judicial examination will go 
far in deciding this matter, and until such decision is reached it would be unwise 
and impolitic for the Society to take any action in the premises. 
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d. In view of these facts, your committee, being satisfied that the Board are now 
doing all they can for the best interests of the Society, recommend that their request 
be granted, and that more time be given them before making a final statement which 
it seems impossible to make at this time. 

We further recommend that a radical change be made in regird to the manage- 
ment of the funds of the Society. We find that practically the same plan in regard 
to expenditures and investments has prevailed from the beginning, when the total 
amount was only some ten to twenty thousand dollars per annam. e think this was 
a mistake, but as the funds of the Society increased other plans should have been 
adopted with safeguards and checks which would have more perfectly protected the 
interests of the Society. We therefore recommend : 

1st That a Treasurer be chosen and paid for his services, through whose hands 
all the funds of the Society shall pass, and who shall give his personal attention to 
the duties of his office, and be made accountable to the Society for the faithful dis- 
charge of all his cuties. 

2d. That an Attorney be employed who shall be paid for whatever services he 
may render, and who shall not be connected with the Society in any other capacity. 

d. That no investment shall be made in any mortgages or real estate until the 
title has been carefully examined and certified as good by the Attorney in a written 
certificate to that effect over his signature. 

4th. ‘hat a committee of three be appointed by the President to confer with the 
Board in reference to all matters pertaining to the final settlement of the losses, and 
in making a report of the same to the Society, and also to act with the Board in per- 
fecting and adopting a system of accounts and management comprising what is herein 
recommended and such other changes as may seem necessary or desirable. 

We are informed that some of the changes regarding the security of investments 
which we recommend have already been adopted by the Board, but we think it 
well that the Society should act on them, and emphasize their importance, and ex- 
press their willinthe matterin view of what has happened. When we remember that 
the Society has existed for more than fifty years, and received and disbursed mil- 
lions of dollars, and this is the first loss of any considerable amount that has been 
made, we think with this experience to warn them, and the changes herein recom- 
mended to guard the future, the Society can go on in the future and safely manage 
~~ bs that may be entrusted to them for the purpose of securing ‘* North America 

or Christ.”’ 


C. W. KINGSLEY, Mass., D. A. WATERMAN, Mich., 
. L. HowArD, Conn., J. b. THRESHER, Ohio., 
. W. CRONKHITE, N. Y., Jacos EsTEY, Vt., 


Wm. M. Isaacs, N. Y. 


Committee. 
The report, with recommendations, was adopted. 


Upon motion of Rev. M. H. Pogson, of New York, two delegates 
were appointed—Rev. M. H. Pogson, New York, Rev. E. B. Palmer, 
Pennsylvania, to represent the Society at the Centennial Temperance 
celebration in Philadelphia, Sept. 23, and 24, 1885, in accordance with 
the request of the National Temperance Society. | 

Rev. Dr. J. D. Herr, of Connecticut, presented the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted : : 

Resolved that since the liquor traffic, involving alike our churches, 
our schools, and our homes, is everywhere the enemy of God and 
man, we as Christians should seek to educate our schools and churches 
in the principles and practice of total abstinence and prohibition. 

The Committee on nominations presented the following report: 
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The committee on nominations respectfully report, that entire unanimity occurred 


in a desire to present the name of Mr. Trevor for re-election to the Presi ency, but 


he positively declines that honor. 

Also that Dr. J. F. Elder, who has served with signal fidelity as Manager for 
many years, now positively declimes re-election. 

Believing the large and accumulating financial interests of the Society demand 
the appointment of a salaried officer who shall devote his entire time to the interests of 
the Society, and that a suitable selection can be best made by the Executive Board, 
your committee refrain from nominating a Treasurer, and recommend that the Board 
of Managers wpe to that office such person as will command the confidence of 
the Society, and that such bonds for the faithful discharge of the duties of his office 
be required as the Board may deem adequate. 

The Committee submit for your suffrage the following ticket, viz: 

For President.—Samuel Colgate, Esq., New Jersey. 

For Vice-Presidents.—John D. Rockefeller, Esq., New York; Hon. C. W. Kings- 
ley, Massachusetts. 

For Auditors.—Joseph Brokaw, Esq., New York; W. H. Jameson, Esq., New 
York. 

For Corresponding Secretary.—Henry L. Morehouse, D. D., New York. 

For Recording Secretary.—Rev. E. p. Farnham, New York. 

Managers, term expiring 1888.—W. H. Parmly, D. D. New Jersey, R. S. 
MacArthur, D. D. New York; William Phelps, Esq., New York; J. B. Hoyt, 
Esy., Connecticut ; Stephen H. Burr, Esq., New York. 

Manager, whose term expires 1887, Colgate Hoyt, Esq., New York; in place of 
John H. Deane, resigned. 


Rev. Dr. R. B. Cook, of Delaware, Rev. Dr. E. B. Palmer, of Penn- 
sylvania, Rev. L. L. Potter of Connecticut, J. D. Squires, Esq., of New 
York, served as tellers for the election, by appointment of the chair. 

Rev. D. W. Faunce, D. D., of Washington, D. C., presented the 
report of the committee “ On work among the Colored People.” 


WORK AMONG THE COLORED PEOPLF, 


Your committee congratulate the Society upon the fact that the Divine eg ee 
has rested upon us in our educational work among the colored people of our lan 
during another year. In addition to our Indian University at Muskogee, Indian 
Territory, and our International School at Monterey, Mexico, we have been 
entrusted with the care of fifteen schools, taught by 103 teachers, under whom 
have been 21955 scholars. These schools are located at easily accessible points in 
the centers of our Southern colored population. They are all giving religious 
instruction, are all designed primarily for those who are to be preachers or teachers, 
two of them are for the separate instruction of women, and one of them is distinct- 
ively, a Theological Institution. In nearly all of them attention is given to 
industrial education as well as type-setting, carpenter work, cooking, household 
management, the cutting and making of garments, laundry-work, etc., all actuall 
taught and practiced. The demand for medical education, so closely connecte 
with the moral and religious elevation of the colored people, is one which generous 
patrons are carefully considering. And while our great work of religious education 
for those who are to preach and teach the Gospel is to be the prominent thing, 
your committee rejoice to know that the schools under our care are so elastic In 
their organization that they can be adapted to meet whatsoever want our larger 
exper in this work may disclose. 

n no year since we undertook this work so clearly thrust upon us in the prov- 
idence of God, has his approval of our aims and plans been more conspicuous. 
He has given us favor among those of large pecuniary ability. The gifts of three 
of our brethren deserve especial mention not only for the princely benevolence 
manifested, but for the endorsement of our methods of labor by men who had 
acquainted themselves with the operations of the Society. The first was the gift of 
$25,000 from John D. Rockefeller, Esq., of New York, for the endowment of the 
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Chair of Biblical Theology at Richmond Institute. The second was the gift of 
$25,000 from Jos. B. Hoyt, Fsq., of Connecticut, for the endowment of the Chair 
of Church History in the same institute. The third is the bequest of Ex-Governor 
A. Coburn, of Maine, of $250,000, of which $150,000 (including $50,000 for Wayland 
Seminary, pion aos D. C.) is for our work among the colored people. ese 
men, all of them distinguished for shrewdness and foresight in the business world, 
show their confidence in us and in our methods by making the American Baptist 
Home Mission Society the custodian of these funds. They have selected a great 
National Society as the proper party to be entrusted alike with the money and the 
management of schools for colored people in the South. These conspiring prov- 
idences show us that we have made no mistake in assuming the charge of these 
schools, and they bind us not to surrender too early their control. It is believed 
that others with whom God has entrusted large wealth are considering this safe and 
wise form of investment. Capital for our work comes from confidence, and craves 
poe gs such as a great national society can furnish. Local boards of white men 
and of black men can, in some cases, serve with — as trustees and as advi- 
sory committees. But, for many years to come, in order that a firm ground of 
confidence may be established which shall encourage large gifts from careful givers 
as well as constant benefactions from the multitude of smaller contributors, the 
American Baptist Home Mission Society must retain its close relations to these 
institutions. Those already established need additional teachers. Our instructors 
are hard-working men and women who are meeting peculiar trials in their posi- 
tion. They are obliged to keep in sympathy with those who are donors of the 
funds, with the white brethren about them in their various localities, and with the 
patrons of the schools among the best part of the colored people. The suddenness 
with which some of our schools have sprung into existence, and their overflowing 
tronage, is a call to us to be alert in all the future to seize upon promising open- 
ings in central positions. ‘* The Spelman Seminary for Women,” at Atlanta, which 
has been “fin pressing need of a chapel,” is about to have that want supplied in 
the erection of a new and substantial edifice. The opening of the ‘* Hartshorn 
Memorial College” and the recent dedication of its new building at Richmond, Va., 
are signs of increasing opportunity for colored girls. In addition to the teaching 
in the institutions under our care, we learn that the work has been successfull 
undertaken of holding ‘‘institutes” for those settled pastors and deacons of colore 
churches whose age and other circumstances deprive them of the privilege of our 


— We believe that more should be done in this department of Christian. 
r. 


peers entee is called to two suggestions in the Annual Report of the 
Board, in which they recommend that at no distant day a special meeting be held at 
some central point at the South, for the discussion of those great questions, which 
relate to the religious advancement of the colored people (see page 53, Report of 
Board). We would also callattention to the suggestion that ‘‘ inasmuch as colored 
men are on Boards of Trustees, and in the faculties of our institutions, it seems pro- 
per that they should in every State be called up to assume, by organization, the sup- 
port of at least one such teacher” (See page 63, Report of Board). 


Your committee would call attention to certain stirring facts in connection with 
our work; 


I. The great increase among the colored population of our land. 

II. The attitude of this people for impression by the simple modes of worship as. 
practiced by our churches, and by the doctrines of the gospel as held by us. 

III. The significant and profound interest on the part of the young colored men 
at our schools, in the evangelization of the ‘‘ Dark Continent’; so that many of' 
them turn as instinctively in all their thought and feeling to Africa, as does the Jew 
to his Jerusalem, what this fact may mean in the future of our own land, and in the 
future of Africa, we hardly dare even to imagine. What social, political, and religious 
problems of wide interests now asking vainly for an explanation, may find their 
providential solution through this profound impression of the young colored men in 
our schools, can only be known in time to come, as God evolves his vast plans to 
our admiring gaze, and makes each race contribute in turn to. the great: work. of 


| 
| 
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evangelizing the world. But this we do know, that in our labor for the colored 
people of the South, we are working along the lines of providential guidance. 


D. W. Faunce, D. C., Rost. H. Coe, Mass., 
RICHARD MONTAGUE, R. L., J. C. OveRutser, N. Y., 
MiAL Davis, Mass., J. E. Jones, Va., 


H. WoopsMaAtLt, La. 
Committee. 


Delegates from the Southern Baptist Convention were introduced 
to the meeting. Rev. Dr. F. M. Ellis, of Maryland, and Rev. Dr. 
Henry McDonald of Georgia, represented the delegation in addresses 
with delight to all. 

Morning session adjourned with the singing of the Doxology and 
the benediction pronounced by Rev. Dr. J. A. Smith of Illinois. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Thursday afternoon session opened at 2.40 o’clock. After singing, 
prayer was offered by Rev. Jas. Cooper, D. D., of Michigan. 

The report of the committee “ On work among our colored people ” 
being before the body, the discussion was opened with an address by 
the Rev. Dr. E. M. Mitchell, who has had charge of the Society’s 
school at Nashville, Tennessee during the past year. Rev. Dr. 
W. J. Simmons, of Kentucky, followed with an address upon the 
“Industrial worth of the colored people” in the New Orleans Ex- 
position, together with many wise and practical suggestions concerning 
the whole field of work for the colored people. 

Mr. M. W. Gilbert, a colored student from Madison University, 
followed with a brief and stirring address. 

The report of the committee on Mexican missions prepared by 
Samuel. Colgate, Esq., of New Jersey, was read by Rev. Jas. Cooper, 
D. D., of Michigan, 

MISSIONS IN MEXICO. 

Though inscribed on her banner, ‘‘ North America for Christ,” the American 
Baptist Home Mission Society has but slowly entered upon the southern portion of 
its great field. Mexico, with her fertile plains a-d valleys, rich hills and commo- 
dious harbors, possessing all the advantages of soil and climate which can 
contribute to make a nation rosperous an happy, has yet furnished a striking 
example of how little progress in civilization a nation makes which is dominated by 
the Romish religion. 

The commercial prospect of Mexico looks brighter to-day than for many years, 
and there is every reason to believe that the advance will be rapid and sure. But 
commercial prosperity is not religious prosperity or growth, although commerce ma 
often pave the way for religion, yet unless the missionary follows closely in the pat 
of the trader, evil consequences are sure to follow, and so let us not lose our @ppor- 


tunity, but be ready, now that Mexico is opening wider her doors to trade and re- 
ligion, to press in and take the lead in its evangelization. 
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Protestant missions in Mexico date back but a few years, commencing after the 
termination of the political revolution which rescued the republic from foreign 
rule—from the union of church and state—and established religious toleration. 

With characteristic enterprise the Methodists were among the pioneers to cross 
the border, sending their missionaries among the people. Besides an independent 
Methodist mission was established on the Texan border, as a basis for Bible colpor- 
tage and preaching excursions into the interior. The Methodists now report twelve 
established churches in their different fields, fifty-five preaching stations, a theological 
school with six students, and about twenty-five hundred church members. 

The E ap seg entering Mexico within the same short period, sy | them- 
selves “‘ Thechurch of Jesus,” and under the supervision of an American bishop, 
already number fifty-two congregations, thirty-four mission stations, one theolog- 
ical seminary, and thirty-five hundred communicants. 

The Presbyterians have established strong central missions in Mexico and Mon- 
terey, and have in these cities and the continguous regions about forty churches and 
nearly eight thousand members. 

The Associated Reformed Synod have one missionary in the city of Mexico; and 
the Friends support a very successful school at Matamoras. 

The Southern Baptist Convention has taken a deep interest in Mexican missions. 
In 1880 they oo as missionaries some brethren who were already in the field ; 
in 1882 Rev. W. M. Flournoy and wife were added to the number; also Rev. W. D. 
Powell and wife from Texas, now settled in Saltillo. 

The ‘lexas Baptist State Convention, so near to Mexico, has aided and encouraged 

the good work now carried on so successfully, not only by money but by their 
presence. The late excursion of nearly two hundred Baptists to Monterey in the 
Pag wage of a new church was most timely and inspiring to the few Baptists living 
in that city. 
_ The work of our own Society in Mexico was commenced in 1869, was suspended 
in 1876, and reopened in 1880. Our missionaries are principally at work at Mon- 
terey, and other points in New Leon and in the City of Mexico,with over two 
hundred members attached to their churches. Day and Sunday schools are 
estabtished, and increasing interest is m2nifested ia the work. In 1883, 
Rev. W. T. Green was sent to the capital, tue first Baptist preacher in 
Central Mexico, and the first to administer baptism, up to this time hav- 
ing baptized over thirty persons. A young Mexican preacher jofned him 
in the fall of the same year. In 1884, Rev. W. H. Sloan with a printing press 
was sent to the city of Mexico. In addition to preaching, he has established a 
monthly paper, “‘Za /wz,”’ issued in January, 1855, devoted to Baptist interests. 
Although the Baptists were the first to preach the gospel in the Republic of Mexico, 
owing to the abandonment of the work in 1876 their mission is not at present in so 
flourishing a condition as those of other denominations. 

The greatest need of our denomination in carrying on the work is described by 
‘our missionary, Rev. W. H. Sloan: 


** We need above all things a mission property. The laws o our preachin 
‘on the streets, or in any place of public resort. "They forbid quteiuielos the 
ordinance of baptism in public. No one will rent us a suitable house for worship. 
There is not a public hall in the City of Mexico. There is not a vacant lot in the 
city on which a tent could be erected. Every street in the city is packed solid with 
stone houses, with not a chink or cranny between them. They never fall or burn 
down. It would be more difficult to find a vacant space on the streets of Mexico 
within a mile of the great cathedral than it would be on Broadway below City Hall. 
“The city has been five hundred years growing to its present dimensions and solidity, 
and it offers a poor welcome to a Baptist missionary who walks its streets and asks 
‘room in which to preach the glorious gospel of our Lord. With no church home, no 
‘schoolhouse, no residence in common for the missionary families, our work of 
necessity lacks coherence and unity. It lacks force and stability, and I fear it will 
‘lack permanence. We must have a mission home—a place large enough for church, 
printing office, schools for boys and girls, and missionary residences, since it is 
utterly out of the question for missionaries to pay the enormous rents here asked on 
tthe salaries they receive. Such a property in this city, where every foot of land is 
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increasing in value day by day, would cost from $40,000 to $50,000, but it would 
be money well spent.” — 

The whole of Mexico is now open to the preaching of the gospel. Lying so con- 
tiguous to our country, it has peculiar claims on our benevolence, sympathy, and 

ruyers. There are many indications and incidents which cannot be mentioned in a 
brief report like this which g° to show that the Lord is prospering the efforts of this 
mission. If we prosecute this work vigorously, there can be no doubt but that the 
Mexican mission will be one of the most prosperous connected with this Society. 

There is no better indication that success is crowning the work of Christians than 
the renewal of persecution on the part of the Catholic clergy to stay its progress. 


SAMUEL COLGATE, N. J. James Cooper, Mich. 
W. H. SLOAN, Mexico. S. A. Crozer, Penn. 
Tuos. NICKERSON, Mass. T. M. JAMEs, Mo. 


W. H. Iowa. 
Committee. 


The Report was adopted. 


The report of the Committee on Western Missions was presented 
by Rev. F. M. Ellis, D. D., of Maryland. 


WESTERN MISSIONS, 


The peculiar difficulties that confront the work of our Western Missions warrant 
your Committee in urging special attention to this field. To one familiar with the 
obstacles that are to be overcome, the limited means and insufficient agencies at 
hand upon which to depend, it is unnecessary to say that the struggle, in the be- 
ginning, is often one for mere existence, or that this work is one that demands 
extraordinary faith and consecration. The magnitude of the field is of itself em- 
barrasing. Without including Mexico and Alaska, both of which are parts, however, 
of our Western mission field, the remaining area exceeds that of the United States 
lying east of Nebraska and Kansas, by more than 300,000 square miles. The area 
of Texas alone would extend from New York to Chicago, and from Richmond to 
the St. Lawrence, and is equal to four New Englands. Out of the territory lying 
west of the Mississippi River, forty New Englands might be formed. 

If Alaska, out of which could be carved one hundred and twenty States as large as 
Connecticut, be recognized as part of the Western field then we shall have to place 
the geographical center (east and west) of our country west of the Rocky Moun- 
tains, for the westernmost island of the Alaskan group (Attic Island) lies over two 
hundred miles west of the East Cape of Asia. If this great West beyond the 
Mississippi River were populated as thickly as Connecticut, we would have 400,- 
000,000 people. Andin the sixteen most western States and Territories (not in- 
cluding Alaska) there would be a population of 250,000,000. The marvelous 
growth of the West is no less embarrassing to evangelistic work, than is its 
magnitude, 

When the struggle for the independence of our colonies began, the wall of the 
Alleghanies was the western limit of our population. But now, after less than eleven 
decades of history, the center of our population is nearing the eastern bank of the 
Mississippi. In 1880 there was a populationjn the seven States and nine Territories 
west of the Missouri (not including Alaska) of nearly five millions, 850,000 of whom 
were foreign born. From 1870 to 1880 the growth of these sixteen States and Ter- 
ritories was from two millions to nearly five millions. The population on this field 
to-day is not far from six and a half millions. Texas added to her population 264,- 
000 the last four years. Besides the 10,000 miles of water highway and the great 
extent of the Pacific seaboard, which are natural prophecies of the West's magnificent 
future, there is also this confession of capitalists in that future, in the fact that in 
January, 1883, there were in operation in these sixteen States and Territories more 
than 26,000 miles of railroads. Educational enterprise keeps abreast of material 
‘development. For the 800,000 persons between the ages of five and twenty-one 
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years on this field, in 1870, sixand a half million dollars were expended in education. 
At that time there were in these States and Territories 11,571 common schools, 29 
academies, 86 colleges of all kinds, and over 2,200 students, many of whom were 
graduates, preparing in other colleges and universities for professional life. To 
this exhibit must be added the more remarkable development of the last fifteen 
years. The importance of the trusts God has committed to his church on this fiel:| 
can therefore be scarcely exaggerated. The work of the church must be kept 
abreast with this material development; and this is only saying that there must be 


continual increase of the number of laborers and a constant enlargement of appro- 
priations. 


At the outset one man may possibly supply three or even four stations, but the 
rapid increase of the population and the mossy name growth of these villages into towns 
and cities of from 3,000 to 30,000 in from three to five years render the claims of 
each mission station for more attention and better accomodations, a necessity. If 
this be denied the work ceases to advance, and in many cases amounts to a failure. 
Thus points that should be seized and strongly equipped as centers for an aggres- 
sive and energetic extension of the work must be neglected, if other fields are occu- 

ied, or held at the cost of this advance. So that we are compelled, because of the 
inadequacy of appropriations and the want of men, to Struggle on, crippled and dis- 
heartened, content to glean where we might reap abundantly. 


It may be confidently affirmed that no denomination does more than our own to 
buila up other denominations. Our sowings are harvested and garnered by those 
who have barns in which to bestow their goods. An unhoused church or Sunday- 
school can do little else than furnish recruits for those churches and schools that 
have houses. And hence we are largely engaged in making converts for other com- 
munions. Our appropriations for missions on fields without houses of worship, com- 

ared to those on fields where we have houses of worship, is at a disadvantage of at 
east from one to ten. 


If we secure the best conditions, the largest and most permanent results in our 
Western mission work, therefore, we must have houses. 

As a plea for the economy as well as for the humanity of the work of the evan- 
gelization of our Indian tribes, it may be sufficient to say that acomparison of the re- 
ports of our Board with the official reports of the government show that while it has 
cost our churches less than $50,000 to reclaim from barbarism to Christianity the 
5,000 Indians of our one hundred churches among these tribes, it would have cos 
the Government 50,000 lives and $5,000,000 to have killed them. | 

The question, however, which most concerns us is not one of acres, square miles 
or empires, but the future of Christ’s cause in America, and hence the future of 
America itself. On these Western fields will be fought the coming battles of Chris- 
tianity and Republicanism. The issue 1s even now being made made. The forces 
are marshalling—forces which only a vital, intelligent, a aggressive church can suc- 
cessfully withstand. A retrospect of our work on the Western field inspires hop?~ 
when results are compared with the outlay we have made, but is depressing when 
compared with what we might have secured had the churches enabled the Board to 
do what they have, from the outset, seen might have been done. 

While other denominations are appropriating from two to five times the money 
for this work that we are providing, we must be content to see them occupying fields 
that might have been ours and taking the lead even on those which have been ours. 
It ill becomes a denomination such as ours to be compelled to diminish appropri- 
ations and contract our work, because the churches fail to furnish the necessary 
funds, and to continue to confess, as we do, the want of a better training of our 
people in the grace of giving, by adopting a policy so humiliating as which, in order 
to make ends meet, unsettles pastors, abandons strug 


ping churches, declines new 
openings, and scales down the meager compensation of teachers and missionaries. 


Demoralization must ultimately affect our churches and missions if these financial 
crises, which are averted only by extraordinory efforts, continued to be repeated. 

It is costing many of our Western missionaries more than they receive from the 
Board or the fields on which they labor to remain on these fields. 


This burden ought to be equalized; and if the churches do not share these un- 


\ 
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equal cares then let us, as pastors of stronger churches, share our comforts with 
their necessities. 

To do less on most of these fields than we are now doing would be to do nothing. 
To reduce the salaries of many of these laborers would be to retire them. In the 
moulds of the present hour the future of the great West is rapidly assuming perma- 
nent form. Whast that future shall be is too grave a matter to be treated indifferently. 
Delay may be disaster, and retrenchment practical abandonment. The antagonisms 
of alien civilizations, the ideas, opinions, and prejudices of different peoples, together 
with the reckless forms of irreligion, are elements of peril that unless mastered will 
master. 

Work done now will tell for centuries, but if delayed but for a time, our oppor- 
tunities may be lost. Mormonism, which has been defined as a ‘‘ compound of Chris- 
tianity, Judaism, Mohammedanism, saintliness, superstition, and sensuality,” that 
system of iniquity which was conceived in forgery and born in sin and sacrilege, has 
planted over 150,000 members in eight States and Territories of this Western field, 
and holds them to a shameless bondage of body and soul under a rulership which 

laces over every five members a church official. Unless this enemy of our national 
ife is overthrown by the gospel, it will soon hold the balance of power in the elec- 
tions of our great basin States and Territories as it does to-day in Utah. 


It must not be thought that these churches of the West, which are now bene- 
ficiaries of the Board, are not helping themselves. On their houses, which the 
Board aids them in erecting, they pay from four-fifths to five-sixths of their cost. 

Dakota may be cited as an example of the enterprise of Western churches. In less 
than six yearsthat field has grown from nothing as Baptist missionary ground to 
ninety-five churches, having fifty-one meeting houses, forty missionaries, and an 
aggregate value of church and school property of $280,000 ! 

Many of these churches now receiving aid will in afew years, become what 
hundreds of others have become, sources of supply, giving back in ten years, ten times 
what they have received. 

Of the six hundred and forty-four missionaries and teachers employed by the 
Board last year, three hundred and sixty-four were on the Western field, and of the 
21,057 week’ of labor reported to the Board more then 10,000 was reported by our 
Western missionaries. Ofthe 2,849 baptisms reported, 1,268 was reported by them. 
Of the 145 churches organized by the missionaries of the Board last year, eighty- 
nine were by our Western missionaries. 

Of the fifty-five meeting houses erected, fifty-two were on the Western field. And, 
of the $26,926, 33, of benevolent contributions reported by our missionary churches, 
over $16,000 came from the mission churches on this field. A living church and an 
educated ministry, the Sabbath-school and the day-school must promptly gather the 
harvests of these whitened fields, if present interests are provided for and the possi- 
bilities of the future are secured. If ‘‘ material interests are but the scaffolding to 
the church of God,” we may infer, at least, something of what God has a pei 
shall be the future of these churches. In the evangelization of this great West God 
has laid upon his churches a mighty responsibility, and he has left them, moreover, 
without excuse; for if the work be colossal the means for its accomplishment are 
within our reach. 

For the building of chapels for the Sunday-schools of the West let our home 
schools be encouraged to provide the funds. We have 16,000 Sunday-schools 
averaging 60 pupils and teachers. One cent a month, /. ¢., 12 cents a year, from 
each member of the school would house 120,000 children. 

And since relief for present emergencies and the funds for the future enlargement 
of this work must be had, and as this must come from the churches, let the Board 
unite with the Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, in calling conventions to 
meet in the Eastern, Middle and Western portions of the territories of each Board, 
which shall, if, possible devise some practical method by which all the churches of 
our denomination shall unite to secure from our 3,000,000 Baptists a worthy, regular 
and systematic offering for this urgent work of home evangelization. 

There must be secured by some means a deeper conviction of personal duty and 
responsibility in regard to this work, and a corresponding consecration of ourselves 
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and our means to it, if we do our part, as Baptists, in the evangelization of these 
potential empires. 


F. M. Evuis, Md. E, E. CuHivers, N. Y. 
W. T. CHASE, Minn. G. F. Davis, Conn. 
GEo. T. DowLING, O. C. B. Strout, N. J. 


Committee. 


Rev. Richard Hartley, of New York, lately of Utah, followed with 
an address upon the report. 


The following motion, presented by Rev. Dr. A. C. Osborne, of New 
York, and most earnestly supported by thrilling speeches from Rev. E. 
Ellis, of Dakota; Rev. Prof. J. S. Gublemann, of New York; Rev. 
E. K. Cressey, of Massachusetts; Rev. J. C. Grimmell; Rev. Dr. 
Franklin Johnson, of Massachusetts, was unanimously adopted : 


Resolved—First. That this Society has learned with profound regret that its Execu- 
tive Board has resolved, because of pecuniary embarrassments, to retrench to the 
extent of thirty per cent. upon the scale of expenditure and work of the last year. 

Second. That the Society doubts the wisdom of such retrenchment, and can but 
express to the Board its continued confidence in the churches and the people of God, 
and the belief that they will rise to the necessities that are upon us, if with unflag- 
ging faith in God the Board goes directly forward in its work, without any reduc- 
a embarrassment in any field already occupied or in any department of its 
work. 

Third. That the Society does, therefore, earnestly recommend that, before proceed- 
ing to carry out their resolutions of retrenchment, the Board give the matter renewed 
consideration, and that if in any way they may find it possible, they arrange to carry 
the debt for a sufficient time, at least, to lay the whole matter anew before the pas- 
tors, the churches, and the Divine source of all knowledge and wisdom, and whom 
alone we serve, that we, the Society, may have opportunity to see whether we can- 
not come up to our annual gathering one year hence with the work unimpaired and 
the treasury relieved. 


The following resolutions, presented by Rev. Wayland Hoyt, D.D., 
Pennsylvania, was adopted: 


** Resolved, that it is the judgment of this Society that the Board for the present, 
at least, publish a sheet so small and cheap that large numbers of it can be taken in 
the churches and distributed at the church doors, which sheet shall present each 
month a succinct view of the condition and needs of the Society. 


The following resolution presented by Rev. D. De Wolfe, of Connecti- 
cut, was adopted. 


Resolved, that we request the Boards of the American Baptist Home Mission 
Society and the American Baptist Publication Society, to co-operate with the Board 
of this Society in the appointment of a committee of six on Systematic Benevolence, 
the same to be an acting committee to make effective the principles set forth in 
Dr. Lawson’s report. 


Afternoon session closed, the benediction being pronounced by Rev, 
Wayland Hoyt, D.D., of Pennsylvania. 
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EVENING SESSION. 


The Society reassembled at 7:30, P. M. 


After singing, prayer was offered by Rev. S. H. Greene, of the 
District of Columbia. 


The chair announced the following as the Committee of Three to- 
confer with the Executive Board in regard to the financial losses sus- 
tained by the Society. Hon. C. W. Kingsley, Massachusetts ; Hon. 
]. L. Howard, of Connecticut; and Hon. A. F. Hastings, Esq., New 
York. 


On motion the report of the Executive Board was adopted. 


The report of the Committee on Enrollment was presented by Rev. 
F. L. Chapell, New Jersey, as follows, and accepted. 
Life Directors, 48; Life Members, 164; Delegates, 124; Visitors, 173—total,. — 


509. 
The Secretary, Rev. Dr. H. L. Morehouse, presented a communica- 


tion from the New Jersey Baptist State Convention, inviting the 
national societies to hold their next anniversary at Asbury Park, New 
Jersey. Also a similar invitation from the Baptist churches of 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

On motion the invitations were referred to the Executive Board. 


The Society was then addressed by Rev. H. G. De Witt, D.D., of 
Salt Lake City, on “ Mormonism,”’ 


The following motion, presented by Rev. O. P. Eaches, of New 
Jersey, was adopted : 


Resolved, That we express to the national government our heartfelt approval of 
the enforcement of the laws of the United States against polygamy, and 

We, the representatives of the Baptists of the United States, in national conven- 
tion assembled, hereby pledge to the Chief Executive of our country our moral sup- 
port in the rigid enforcement of these laws in defence of purity and righteousness. 

Resolved, That the officers of this Society send a copy of these resolutions, prop- 
erly signed, to the executive authorities at Washington. 


Rev. Dr. O. C. Pope addressed the Society on “ Mexico.” 


After singing a hymn, Rev. R. S. MacArthur, D.D., of New York, 
addressed the Society on “ Christian Beneficence.” 


Rev. H. L. Stetson, of Indiana, moved the following, which was. 
adopted : 


That a vote of thanks to the various railroad and steamboat lines which have- 
granted reduced rates, to the daily papers and the associated press for their full 
and excellent reports of our meetings, to the First Baptist Church of Saratoga for 
the use of their house of worship, and to the local committee of arrangements for 
the courteous manner in which they have discharged their duties. 
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After prayer by Rev. Dr. W. C. Wilkinson, the fifty-third annual 
meeting of the Society was adjourned. 


On Lord’s Day morning, May 31, the annual sermon before the 
Society was delivered in the First Baptist Church, by Rev. Dr. Frank- 
lin Johnson, of Massachusetts, from Matt. 10: 5,6, on “ The Restric- 
tive Clause of the First Commission.” The argument of the discourse 
was in advocacy of “ Home Missions for the world’s sake.” Rev. Dr. 
E. Dodge, of New York, and Rev. J. K. Wheeler, of Indiana, assisted 
in the services, and a collection of $76.51 was taken for the Society. 


E. P. FARNHAM, 
Recording Secretary. 


COMMITTEES TO REPORT IN 1886. 


Western Missions.—Rev. C. Perren, D.D., Ill; Rev. E. H. Sawyer, 
D.D., Colorado; Rev. L. L. Wood, Montana; Rev. J. C. Thoms, 
New York; Chas. R. Colby, Esq., Wisconsin; Rev. E. C. Anderson, 
D.D., Oregon; G. H. Quincy, Esq., Massachusetts. 


Church Edifice Work.—Rev. S. W. Duncan, D.D., New York; Rev. 
A. S. Burton, D.D., Ohio; Rev. J. W. Harris, Nebraska; Rev. J. J. 
Muir, Pennsylvania; Wm. M. Isaacs, Esq., New York; Rev. J. M. 
Folwell, New Jersey ; J. H. Smith, Esq., Massachusetts. 


The Colored People—Rev. E. Lathrop, D. D., Connecticut; Rev. 
S. H. Green, D. C., Rev. A. J. Rowland, D.D., Maryland; Rev. H. 
M. Tupper, North Carolina; Rev. E. M. Brawley, D.D., Alabama; 
J. De Golyer, Esq., New York; W. W. Keen, M.D., Pennsylvania. 


Foreign Populations.—Rev. P. S. Moxom, Ohio; Rev. J. Hump- 
stone, New York; Rev. B. D. Marshall, D.D., Massachusetts; Prof. 
N. P. Jensen, Illinois; Rev. J. B. Hartwell, D.D., California; C. F. 
Linde, Esq., New Jersey; E. M. Van Duzee, Esq., Minnesota. 


Mexico—Rev. G. D. Boardman, D.D., Pennsylvania; Rev. S. W. 
Marston, D.D., Missouri; Rev. W. H. Sloan, Mexico; Rev. C. E. 
Hiscox, New York; Rev. E. A. Woods, New Jersey; Rev. S. K. 
Smith, Maine; H. A. Pevear, Esq., Massachusetts. 


The Indians.—Rev. F. Denison, Rhode Island; Rev. C. E.W. Dobbs, 
D.D., Indiana; Rev. A. C. Hubbard, Connecticut; Rev. J. P. Ash, 
Kansas; Rev. J. N. Chase, New Hampshire; E. T. Allen, M.D., Ohio. 


- Christian Beneficence-—Rev. A. C. Osborne, D.D., New York; Rev. 
John Peddie, D.D., Pennsylvania; Rev. D. B. Jutten, Massachusetts ; 
Rev. C. R. Henderson, D.D., Michigan; Rev. J. Sunderland, Minnesota ; 
Geo. I. Mix, Esq., Connecticut; O. B. Leonard, Esq., New Jersey. 
Obituaries—Rev. H. F. Smith, D.D., New Jersey; Rev. C. E. 


Hewitt, D.D., Illinois; Rev. D. R. Watson, Iowa; Rev. P. A. Nor- 
dell, Connecticut ; Rev. J. R. Gow, Vermont. 
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FIFTY- THIRD ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE 


American Baptist Home Mission Society 


PRESENTED AT SARATOGA, N. Y., MAY 27, 1885. 


The Fifty-third Annual Report of the Executive Board of the Ameri- 
can Baptist Home Mission Society, calls for hearty thanksgiving to 
God for the grace of liberality which has abounded in the largest 
offerings ever received by the Society, while at the same time there is 
need of supplication for the wisdom that cometh from above in the 
consideration of important matters that claim the Society’s attention. 

With soberness, earnestness, and diligence are we summoned to the 
duties of this occasion by the fact that an unusually large number of 
the supporters of the Society have passed hence during the year, 
impressively suggesting that what our hands find to do should be done 
with our might before the night cometh to us likewise. 


OBITUARY. 

It is not supposed that a complete list of all deceased Life Directors 
and Life Members has been obtained, but so far as ascertained, it in- 
cludes thirty-one Life Directors and sixty-nine Life Members. They 
resiled in twenty-three States, including six Southern States, and one 
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in Burma. Conspicuous among them were some who participated in 
the organization of the Society, fifty-three years ago. 

William R. Williams, D. D., a Life Director, was Recording Secre- 
tary of the “ Provisional Committee” in New York in the winter of 
1831-2, which issued the call for the Convention on April 27, 1832, 
when the Society was organized. He also became Recording Secre- 
tary of the Society, and for eleven years was a member of the Execu- 
tive Committee. He preached a memorable sermon at the annual 
meeting of the Society in the troublous times of 1862, and was present 
for the last time at the Jubilee meeting in New York in 1882. He 
lived to see the tender twig which he helped to plant, become a great 
tree whose branches well-nigh extend over the continent. A prince 
in Israel has fallen. 

John L. Dagg, D. D., another Life Director, was also a participant 
in the organization of the Society, and influential in the denomination. 

The death of Wm. A. Gellatly, Esq., formerly Treasurer, and one year 
ago elected an Auditor of the Society, left a vacancy in the Board not 
easily filled. Samuel S. Constant, Esq., who resigned as a member of 
the Board one year ago, after a long service from 1861-2, and subse- 
quently from 1869 to 1884, and who was Chairman of the Buard from 
1882 to 1884, has also entered into rest. Both of these brethren, 
while different in many respects, were men of rare good judg- 
ment, well balanced, intelligent, diligent in business, fervent in spirit, 
serving the Lord, and everywhere Christian gentlemen universally 

esteemed. 

Other well-known Life Directors, in the list of ministers, were Wm. 
Carey Crane, D. D., LL. D.; J. Stanford Holme, D. D.; Stephen P. 
Hill, D. D.; Rev. Orrin Dodge; Rev. Jabez S. Swan; and among 
business men, Edwin C. Burt, Jeremiah Milbank, Smith Sheldon, for 
years a member of the Board, and John D. Standish. 

Among the Life Members may be mentioned Henry V. Dexter, D.D., 
Isaac Wescott, D. D., Rev. Nelson G. Merry, John M. Bruce, Wm. 
W. Cook, Charles T. Goodwin, Hon. Caleb Van Husan. The names 
of others whom we would gladly mention particularly are given in the 
appended list. ‘Truly, there are many vacant places, and earth seems 
poorer because of the removal of so many eminent and useful men 
Five missionaries of the Society have also fallen. These are Rev. H. 

N. Millard, Boone, Ia.; Rev. Thos. T. Potter, Fresno, Cal.; Rev. 
U-yu-sa-da, Oaks, Ind. Ter.; Rev. John Walkingstick, Wau-hil-lau, 
Ind. Ter.; Prof. Jerry S. Lea, Raleigh, N. C. 


‘ 
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EXTENT OF OUR WORK. 


The extent of the work of The American Baptist Home Mission So- 
ciety sustains the assertion that it is the General Missionary Organiza- 
tion of American Baptists for the evangelization of North America. 

The Society’s operations have been conducted during the past year 
in 45 States and Territories, also in Ontario, Manitoba, British Colum- 
bia, and in two States of the Mexican Republic. The whole number 
of laborers supported, wholly or in part, has been 702, being 58 more 
than last year, and 456 more than six years ago. 

They have been distributed as follows: in the Eastern States, 14; in 
the Middle and Central States, 52; in the Southern States, 192; in the 
Western States and Territories, 427; in the Canadian Dominions, 6; 
and in Mexico, 11. French missionaries have wrought in 6 States; 
Scandinavian missionaries in 13 States and Territories; German mis- 
sionaries in 18 States and Territories. 

Among the foreign population there have been 145 laborers ; among 
the colored people, the Indians and Mexicans, including teachers, 194; | 
and among Americans, 363. 

The Society aids in the maintenance of 17 established schools for the 
Colored People, the Indians, the Mexicans, in addition to a day school 
for the Chinese, and two schools in Utah, the means for whose support 
come from the New England Woman’s Home Mission Society. 

The missionaries have represented ro nationalities or peoples, viz. : 
Americans, Germans, French, Swedes, Danes, Norwegians, Welsh, 
Indians, Negroes, Chinese, 


RESULTS OF THE YEAR’S WORK. 


Number of Laborers... ... 702 
Churches and Out-Stations Supplied... -----+ 1,628 
Religious Visits Made.................--- apes ad 141,625 
Bibles and Testaments Distributed... sees 8,000 
Received by Letter and Experience ......---------- cece 35474 


Sunday Schools under care of Missionaries. 74° 
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Benevolent Contributions Reported .- $27,727.10 


RESULTS OF FIFTY-THREE YEARS. 


Number of Commissions to Missionaries and Teachers .............. 10.756 
*Religious Visits to Families or Individuals............--....--+----- 2,299,414 


*During last forty-four years. 


CLASSIFIED TABLE OF MISSIONARIES, ETC., OF THE AMERICAN BAPTIST HOME 
MISSION SOCIETY. 


FROM 1871 TO 1885 INCLUSIVE. 


Missionaries. Schools. 
YEAR. fu gf ¢& - E 
1871..|| 352 | 149 | 25 | 15 3 7 | 3 
1872 424 | 265 | 29 “4 4 7 | 4 7 | 430) 831) 38 
1873 435 | 289 29 | | 6 3 7 | 68 2 7 25 695 36 
1874 330 | 230; 3 9) 8 I 8 13 2 7 a3} 670) 97 
,1875--|| 334 40 6 | 20 4 7 25 «22 
1876. 260 1 54 1 17 2 7 31, 848 18 
1877. 230 | 109| 37 #10 4 I 13 15 13 
1878 215 | 32 | 4 _ 12 19 36 1,056 24 
1879 236! | 32 #1 4 10 21 44 1,041 | 10 
1880 281 158 | 36 | 1 5 9 15 38 t,191 6 
1881 3992 | 402 | 90 | 6 II i| 1,649 16 
1882 513 | 202 | 46 41 12 1 89 2,171 
1883 607 | 358 51 9] 4 8 | 23 2 | 14 | 2,576) 97 
1884 636 | 359/ 52 | §3 | 10 | 6 15 23 r || 17 | $126; 3,090 | 106 
1885 695 | 356| 65 62 14 31 z 37 113 


*The plan of co-operation in the States of New York, Michigan, and Illinois terminated in 18 

and i missionaries in these States were transferred to the care of their respective State Gasvanions. 
Not including Secretaries and Agents. 

; The decrease of missionaries among the Freedmen after 1873 is largely accounted for by the fact 

that students were no longer commissioned as teachers and missionaries during their summer vacations. 


ten teachers of Government day schools in Indian Territory. 


RECEIPTS. 


The total receipts of the year, including conditional or annuity funds 
{not including Church Edifice loans repaid), have been $447,379.05. 
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For the first time, only the net receipts instead of the gross amount 
paid by students for board, are included in the yearlysummary. This 
lessens the total about $33,000. A just comparison with last year 
requires the subtraction of this amount from the receipts of that 
year, or the addition of it to this year’s receipts. 

The real increase in actual receipts, therefore, has been nearly 
$80,000 more than last year, and $110,000 greater than the high- 
water mark of the Jubilee year. 

This has come from 47 States and Territories; also from Manitoba, 
_ British Columbia, Mexico, India, Italy, and Denmark. 

The analysis of receipts gives the following results: From the con- 
tributions of Churches, Sunday schools and individuals, $255,743.66. 
Included in this amount are $34,726.36 contributed to the “ Emer- 
gency Fund.” Additional contributions to conditional and permanent 
trust funds, $101,779.16; making the total contributions, $357,572.- 
82. From legacies, $50,043.16. From investments, and interest on 
Church Edifice loans, $13,310.83. From tuition, incidental fees and 
net receipts from board of students, $14,944.72—the remainder 
from all other sources. Included in the receipts ire $11,829,15 from 
Women’s Home Mission Societies. 

There has been a falling off in legacies, of $33,264.48; but this 
lack has been supplied by offerings to the Emergency Fund. 

A further analysis, showing to what purpose these receipts are 
applicable, gives the following results : 


|. For general purposes (i. e., for salaries of missionaries, teachers, 
officers and expenses of administration), from general contributions, 
$176,220.19; from legacies, $34,898.90; from all other sources, $9,- 
165.23; total, $220,284.32. Iti a singular coincidence that though 
the entire receipts have exceeded those of the previous year, yet the 
amount applicable for general purposes is nearly the same: $221,285.- 
54 for 1883-84 and $220,284.32 for 1884-85. 


Il. Designated Funds.—1. For Church Edifice work. (a) Benevo- 
lent Fund. No contributions from churches. From individuals and 
Sunday-schools, $15,737.37; from legacies, $500; from income of 
invested funds, $1,467.26; total, $17,704.63. (2) Loan fund. From 
individual contributions, $386.18; from legacies, $10,000 ; income 
from loans, $5,556.93; total, $15,645.11. Total for Church Edifice 
work. $33,647.74. 

2. For school buildings and miscellaneous objects, $63,449-92. 
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| 3. For permanent funds: from contributions $54,671; from legacies, 
R $4,614.26; from investments to be added to principal, $1,036.55, 
total, $60,350.81. 


III. Conditional or Annuity Funds (donors receiving annuities during 
} their lives): From individuals, $47,108.16; from investments to be 
: added to principal, $57.58; total, 47,165.74. 


1. TABLE OF RECEIPTS. *—Classified to show from what sources derived. 


t Churches, | Int. from | Church 

S. Schools | | Estate | Students Church | Fdifice 

and | Schools. neous. Edifice Loans 

Individuals. | Loans. | Repaid 

4 

1881.| $108,949 49$34,537 03, $7,452 85 $21,276 33)$7,113 71/$10,112 73/$31,200 73 $220,647 84 
1882.| 226,055 51 50,160 31 16,168 86 22,331 51| 7,048 6,000 41] *6,312 384,077 75 
1883. 159242 52 30-9 974 16,925 20 27,564 11| 4,767 11| 4,873 57] 19.355 51] 270,705 81 
1884.| 238,347 60 12,157 08 45,349 91| 10,391 00] 4,579 97 59 404,908 53 
4 1885.| 255,703 66 15.3 go} 12,582 51 14,944 72) 5,585 78] 5,556 93] 23,603 52) 363,466 o2 
= 

i 


2. TABLE OF RECEIPTS.*—-Classified to show for what objects to be used. 


| Church 

General | Freedmen Board and Sundry Church Edifice 
Purposes. § Work Tuition Designated Edifice Loan) Benevolent Total. 

and Schools. in Schools Objects. Fund. Fund. 


1881.| $110,242 30° $35,974 06 $21,276 33] $1,820 08 $43.79 87} $7,255 20| $220,647 84 
1882.| 202,797 46 46,927 81 22,331 51 780 85 73,118 22 38,121 go 384,077 75 
1883.| 159,793 o2 goo 05 27,504 11 2,772 29 24,802 23 24,874 11 270,705 81 
1884.| 205,135 41, 99 455349 91 39571 21,687 06) 40,093 81) 404,928 53 
1885.| 214,420 67) 73,344 81 114,944 72 31504 56) 39,546 63) 17,704 63] 363,466 02 


*Exclusive of Trust Funds, as shown in Fifth Column of Third Table. 


t The decrease of receipts here is accounted for by the fact that the gross receipts for board are 
no longer included. 


3. TABLE OF TRUST FUNDS.—Classified to show for what purposes held. 


Church 

General Freedmen Special (Payment ot| Received Church Edifice 
Purposes. | Work and |Endowments, Annuities. | During | Edifice Loan) Benevolent 

Schools. the Year. Fund. Fund. 


1881.| $50,343 93, $28,069 64! $18,832 75 $82,755 92 $45,585 33| $238, s| $6,773 

1882.) 59,343 93 63 18,895 20 106,780 92 31,541 44 127,184 
1883.| 56,893 33,211 32 18,950 130,407 17, 32,593 85) 129,732 85| 128,339 oF 
1884. 56,89 33,211 32 24,215 36 £33,195 17, 12,203 126,037 118,553 00 
1885./ 63,53 79 345739 48) 76,676 148,891 50, 107,516 55| 133,613 94| 125,626 73 


| 
| 
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EXPENDITURES. 


For missionaries’ salaries, $154,446.73 ; for teachers’ salaries, $65,- 
296.69; for special educational purposes, chiefly for the erection of _ 
buildings, $103,583.80; in gifts for Church Edifice work, $29,799.20. 
For details, see treasurer’s report. 

For missionaries’ salaries the amount is $21,390.25 more, and for 
teachers’ salaries the amount is $9,226.65 more than for these purposes 
respectively, last year. Expenditures’ for administration are sub- 
stantially unchanged. These are only three and a half per cent. of 
the Society’s aggregate receipts. 


LOSSES. 


By the failure of John H. Deane, Esq., April 23, 1884, the Society 
will suffer a severe pecuniary loss. The Society was a preferred creditor of 
the fourth class, for whose benefit the assignment made special provision 
Comparatively little, however, will be realized from the estate. 

The funds of the Society are of five classes : 


1. Contributions for the general purposes of the Society. These 
have not suffered any loss by this failure. Zhe debt of the Society is not 
atalla result of this failure. 


2. General permanent Trust Funds. These are unimpaired. 
3. The church edifice Loan Fund. This is unimpaired. 


4. Conditional or annuity funds. The original losses here were ; of 
the principal, $10,962 ; interest, $1,590.03 ; total, $12,552.03. 

5. The church edifice Benevolent Fund. The original loss here 
was principal, $63,153.01 ; interest, $5,752.39 ; total, $68,905.40. 

The sum total, obvious and ascertainable directly after the assign- 
ment, was principal, $74,115.01; interest, $7,342.42; making an 
aygregate of the Society’s funds in Mr. Deane’s hands at the time of 
his assignment, $81,457.43. The assignment preferred the Society 
for $55,697.10, being $25,760.33 less than the amount as then ascer- 
tained, 

The removal of prior liens on property mortgaged to the Society, 
payment of accumulated taxes and assessments, legal expenses, etc., 
amounting in all to $19,430.98, make the entire original and conse- 
quential losses $100,888.41. 

In a matter so grave, it is proper not only that an explicit statement 
be made concerning the extent of the loss and where it has fallen, but 
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also how it occurred. A committee appointed by the Board has been 
engaged in a prolonged investigation of the latter point, but has not 
been able to complete its labors in season to have its conclusions in- 
corporated in this report. The Board, however, hope to present to 
the Society at this annual meeting a supplemental report as to how 
these grave losses occurred, and where the responsibility rests. 


[Your Board regret to add that they find it impossible to realize 
the hope above expressed, of making a supplemental statement 
to this meeting, touching the responsibility for the losses sus- 
tained through Mr. Deane. ‘The questions involved are so com- 
plicated and delicate, that the Board feel constrained to throw them- 
selves on the forbearance of the Society for another year, rather than 
present hurried conclusions that may have even the semblance of 
injustice. It is their hope and purpose to continue their investigations, 
till the facts essential to a just statement have been determined. | 


THE DEBT. 


The year has closed with a deficit of $117,988.28. This is the largest 
deficit in the Society’s history. The year began with a debt of $54,- 
330.85; hence the increase has been $63,667.38. The two principal 
items in this increase are $30,616.90 more than last year for mis- 
sionaries’ and teachers’ salaries; and $21,634.83 above funds designated 
for this purpose, for the completion of school buildings for the colored 
people and the Indians. | 

This addition to the debt has occurred: (1) Because of failure to 
receive a legacy of $30,000, which was expected and had been taken 
into the calculations at the beginning of the year, but which legal 
advisers decided should be paid in installments of $2,000 each, during 
fifteen years; (2) Because of moderate and seemingly necessary 
enlargement of our work; (3) Because of unexpected expense in the 
erection of buildings, for which a large amount had been secured and 
designated; (4) Because ofa decrease of $33,264.48 in legacies, as 
compared with the previous year; (5) Because of the general busi- 
ness depression of the year, which has undoubtedly unfavorably affected 
Christian beneficence, 

Early in the year it became evident that while expenditures were 
slightly larger, receipts were likely to be less than the preceding year. 
Where to reduce expenditures and how to increase receipts were the 
questions earnestly considered. Arrangements with twelve co-operating 
organizations ran on until the fall of 1884; the work had been planned 
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and missionaries appointed accordingly. No sudden and sufficient 
reduction could be made here without a serious shock to all concerned. 
Buildings well advanced and greatly needed, could not be left un 

finished indefinitely. Early in the fall, repeated, protracted, and 
prayerful meetings of the Board were held for deliberation upon these 
matters. To co-operating organizations, justly anxious for increased 
appropriation, a negative answer was returned. In the uncertainty 
concerning receipts, a large number of appointments were made for but 
six months instead of a year,asusual. Reduction was made wherever 
it seemed practicable. Urgent calls from new and most promising 
fields were regretfully declined. Finally an appeal for special offerings 
for an emergency fund of $50,000 was determined upon—the only 
general appeal of the Society for a special offering, in many years. 
The answer to this has been $34,763.84, just about balancing the fall- 
ing off in legacies, and leaving the Society with almost no increase of 
receipts over those of the preceding year, applicable to general ex- 
penses. This appeal has discloced many self-denying, self-sacrificing 
saints of God—men and women whose gifts have reached into the 
thousands ; others who have literally given the widow’s mite—all their 
living; many sending their offerings with prayers and words of liveliest 
sympathy; all showing how deeply the Society’s work is embedded in 
the hearts of American Baptists. Contributions to this fund have 
come from nearly every State and Territory in the Union. 

Gratifying as this is, nevertheless the stubborn fact confronts us that 
the means at our command are inadequate to the work in hand. 
Timely increase of resources is not probable. Retrenchment, there- 
fore, becomes a necessity. The general missionary and educational 
work of the Society is on the scale of about $250,000 per annum. It 
appears, from a careful examination of receipts during the last four 
years, that $190,000 is all that can be reasonably expected for salaries 
of missionaries, teachers, district secretaries, and expenses of adminis- 
tration atthe rooms. Of this amaunt about $35,000 must come in 
legacies; leaving but about $145,000 as the annual contributions 
of the churches, This, of course, is exclusive of large designated gifts 
not applicable to general expenses. 

in view of all the facts in the case, your Board, in planning the work 
for the coming year, have decided upon a reduction aggregating thirty 
per cent. It is a bitter and painful thing to do. In some of the most 
needy fields on this Continent, missionaries have been informed that 
their recall is inevitable. Large numbers must submit to a reduction 
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of salaries already too small, and many doubtless will be compelled to 
leave their fields. Most promising points in the West, pleading that 
missionaries be sent thither, must be left uncared for, while other de- 
nominations, entering in, often receive their largest pecuniary and re- 
ligious support from the Baptists in these places, and ultimately absorb 
many of them. Lamentable as these things are, consequent upon re- 
trenchment, no other course seems possible. Tenderly as it may be 
done, tears will flow and hearts will break. 

Your Board have. believed that God’s providences beckoned us 
onward to the work undertaken. Have we gone ahead of the Lord ? 
Rather, has not He gone ahead of His people, multitudes of whom 
have not come up with even a dollar to the help of the Lord against 
themighty ? What should be done—to the measure of our ability and 
even beyond it, apparently, we have attempted to do; believing that 
it is easily in the power of the American Baptist brotherhood to do 
double what has been done. But the limit, beyond which strong faith 
without presumption cannot go, seems to have been reached ; and con- 
cerning future expenditures as related to the receipts which experi- 
ence teaches us may be expected, your Board can only say: Thus far 
and no farther. And on those who refrain from bearing their share of 
this great work, be the responsibility for the consequences. 

What disposition shall be made of the debt? It cannot be reduced 
by the ordinary contributions from the churches. A special appeal 
to the churches is undesirable. It is possible that a number of persons, 
who have been highly prospered in temporal matters, may be inclined 
to extinguish it. But of this there is no intimation; and should it be 
done, it would be a wonderful surprise. 

The only remaining course is to carry the debt until certain well- 
known large legacies come into the treasury. This may be from two 
to eight years hence. We refer particularly to the generous bequest 
of $200,000 to the Society by Ex-Gov. Abner Coburn, of Maine, 
one-half for general use and the other half for educational work 
among the colored people, and an additional $50,000 to Wayland 
Seminary; also the bequest ot $43,333, by C. B. Erwin, Esq,, of 
Conn. Gov. Coburn’s is the largest single legacy ever left to any 
American Baptist organization. 

It is quite within the range of Christian faith to see that God has 
led us onward to attempt more than the means at our immediate com- 
mand could meet, and then, in our extremity, preventing discourage- 
ment by the large legacies of about $300,000, which await the So- 
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ciety in the days to come. Sometimes the gift anticipates the work to 
be done ; sometimes the work of faith unconsciously anticipates the 
gift. Indeed, with known legacies of about half a million, there is 
hope and strength for the endurance of present burdens, if necessary, 
until relief from this source comes. More desirable, however, is it to 
have those legacies intact for the demands of the future, and in some 
other and more speedy way to throw off the present load. 


I, 
MISSIONS. 


The following table gives a comprehensive view of the appropria- 
tions the past year, and of preceding years, for the general missionary 
work of the Society. To determine the relative claims which each of 
these divisions of the field has upon the Society is by no means an 
easy thing. 


| 1882, | 1883. 1884. 


1885. 
$64,526 $88,453 17 $93,981 67 $102,508 68 
6,593 71 10,743 75 12,012 85 10,133 68 
Scandinavians coceee coseces 6,497 16 8,401 03 10,554 95 11,22 88 
Colored People.......-..- 4,521 24 5.731 82 5,301 3° 6,550 44 
.. 3,060 92 4,277 88 4,659 38 5,935 24 
. . 2,463 32 2,493 75 2,766 5° 3,010 42 
450 00 972 50 3279 93 5,900 49 
250 00 212 50 475 00 3,197 99° 


$38, 362 $2 $121,286 40 $133,056 48 $154,446 73 


THE WEST. 


The demands of the West for an increase of missionary force, con- 
tinue with the continued development of the country. Northern Wis- 
consin and Northern Minnesota, with the new impulses given to set- 
tle therein, call for larger appropriations. The borders of civilization 
are rapidly extending in Dakota. One-half of Nebraska is almost un- 
touched by us. Western Kansas is filling up; and Western Colorado, 
with new railroad lines, presents many new mission fields. Wyoming, 
abounding in. mineral resources and in vast petroleum fields, as well as 
grazing lands, claims our attention to a greater extent than is repre- 
sented by one missionary. Montana is full of promise, and ought to 


| 
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have at least ten instead of five missionaries therein. Idaho, with its 
new railroads, asks for more men. Numerous points in Washington 
Territory, Oregon, and British Columbia, earnestly appeal for a mis- 
sionary. Valuable sites for church edifices are offered, if we will oc- 
cupy the field. Our inability to do so is a most painful thing. Ne- 
vada, although not developing rapidly, ought to have more than two 
missionaries in her vast domain. Southern California is making great 
strides and mu3t be carefully looked after; in that part of the State 
our work has been very satisfactory. Two missionaries for Utah, two 
for Arizona, two for New Mexico, are so manifestly inadequate to the 
supply of those immense Territories that the simple statement of the 
fact is the strongest argument for more. Texas, an empire in itself, 
filling up with great rapidity, must not be neglected. In seven ot the 
great Territories of the West we have not to exceed twenty five mis- 
sionaries altogether. More men cannot be sent because the appropria- 
tions for the work in hand exceed the income of the Society for mis- 
sionary purposes. To take up new points in these Territories by 
sacrificing other interests elsewhere, would be unwise. 

The migratory character of the population in some of these States 
and Territories renders difficult the speedy establishment of self-sup- 
porting churches. But the restless, roving multitudes need the gospel 
allthe more. Without it the people become heathenish. 

The proportion of Baptists to the entire population in these 
States and Territories shows what a vast work is yet to be done before 
we possess the land. In Arizona and Idaho it is about 1-5 of one per 
cent.; in Utah, barely 1-10 of one per cent.; in New Mexico, 1-20 of one 
per cent. ; in Wyoming, 1-2 of one per cent.; in Dakota, Colorado, and 
Washington ‘Territory, 6-10 of one per cent.; in Wisconsin, 8-10 of 
one per cent.; in Minnesota, 9-10 of one per cent.* These figures 
represent Baptists reported as connected with churches. Others, scat- 
tered among the populations, ought to be gathered into churches with 
proper missionary effort; but reckoning these, it is doubtful whether 
one of these eleven States and Territories could show even one per 
cent. of the population as Baptists, while most of them fall much be- 
low this. When, in over one-half of this Continent, ninety-nine per 
cent. of the population is disconnected with Baptist churches, it is evi- 
dent that here a vast work remains to be done. 


° These computations are made on the basis of the Census of June, 1880, and denominational statis. 
tics in the autumn of 1880. Our growth in several of the Territories has been very gratifying since 
ghen, but with the enormous immigration therein the proportions are not greatly changed. 
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The feebleness of the church organizations in these States, and their 
insufficiency to support themselves and properly provide means for the 
prosecution of mission work in their borders, appears from another 
class of facts. There is nota Baptist church in New Mexico, Arizona, 
Utah, Nevada, Idaho, Wyoming, or Washington Territory numbering 
roo members, and but one in Montana. In Dakota there are not more 
than three churches, each with more than 100 members. In Minnesota, 
out of 161 churches, 144 have lessthan 100 members each, and there is not 
one church of 500 members. In Wisconsin, with tgt churches, 159 
have less than 100 members, and there is not a church with 500. In 
Nebraska there are only ro out of 147 churches with more than too 
members each. In Colorado there are but two churches with more 
than roo members, and about nine-tenths of the churches in Kansas 
are below 1oo, All are planted to grow with the growth of the 
country, and, properly nourished now, will, at length, as in the older 
Western States, become nourishing mothers to other needy interests. 
The heaviest responsibility possible is laid upon these young churches to 
bear their share of the world’s evangelization. But they are insufficient 
for the work to be accomplished in the West. The liberal helping 
hand of the East must be heartily extended for years to come. 


THE WESTERN DISTRICT. 


Rev. Wm. M. Haigh, D.D., Superintendent of Missions for Illinois, 
Wisconsin, lowa, Nebraska, Kansas, Minnesota, and Dakota, presents 
very encouraging facts in his report for the year. 


‘* In this district the work has been prosecuted on su}stantially the same 
basis as before. The system of co operation with the different State 
boards has continued with entire satisfaction, and the relations of the So- 
ciety with the States have been harmonious throughout. The schedule of 
appropriations was made before it was revealed that the resources of the 
Society would be diminished, so that when the stringency settled down 
upon the treasury the missionaries were hard at work upon their fields, and 
not a few of them already facing the severities of a frontier winter. The 
embarrassments ofthe Society have been a source of great anxiety to these 
faithful men, and by both them and the State boards the earnest effort of 
our board to meet the crisis and keep the missionaries on the field has 
been deeply and gratefully felt, not simply because of the earthly support 
thus provided, but because it assured them that the magnitude and ur- 
gency of the work they were doing were fully understood by their brethren 
in New York. | 

‘* besidesthedirect missionary work in each State, progress has been made 
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in that higher missionary development which looks to making each State 
self-sustaining, and ultimately a contributor to the Society’s general work. 
Decided steps forward have been taken by Iowa, Minnesota, and Kansas. 

‘In Minnesota our work was checked for want of a General Missionary, 
who was not secured until fifteen months had elapsed. The collection of 
funds and the exploration of fields necessarily suffered. Thirty mission- 
aries were employed and $5,174.82 was received, being seventy cents 
per resident member. Besides planning for a vigorous advance the cur- 
rent year, arrangements have been made for securing henceforth an annual 
contribution from the churches for the general work of the Society, and 
$800 have been received already, besides amounts sent on to New York. 

‘* In lowa we had forty-six missionaries, laboring with fifty-six churches. 
Her receipts were $5,290.52, about the same as last year, being about twenty- 
two cents per member for the whole membership. The annual collection 
_ for our whole work, started last year, is growing into the habits and plans 
of the churches, although only incidental labor could be bestowed upon it. 
One thousand dollars, besides legacies, have been thus realized. 

‘“‘In Kansas fifty-one missionaries were under appointment, supplying 
ninety-four churches and sixty-seven out-stations, and marked progress 
has been made in all departments of the work. About the same amount 
as last year,$3.200, has been raised, but from a wider range of churches. 
Every association has contributed to it, and in some associations nearly 
every church has done something. At thesame time many churches have 
been engaged in erecting houses of worship, making, of course, a heavy 
drafton present resources, but contributing greatly to the stability and 
strength of the future. By grants in aid of mission buildings, property 
worth $52,000 has been secured to the denomination. In addition, the 
State Convention heartily undertook to aid in the Emergency Fund. This, 
for a State that found difficulty in raising $1,000 for all Home Mission 
purposes five years ago, is not bad. 

~*In Nebraska we have had thirty-seven missionaries, serving fifty-one 
churches, besides out-stations. The receipts were $2,067.55, about the 
same amount as last year, while extensive improvements have been made 
all over the State by erecting houses of worship, parsonages, paying debts, 
etc., amounting to $65,000, and thus preparing for further advance. Ne- 
braska, as well as Kansas, has received a new impulse by many accessions 
to its ministry. A movement to support a District es by the wo- 
men’s societies is eliciting much interest. 

*“* The promise of advance in Wisconsin last year has bets realized by the 
occupation of several important points and by the strengthening of every 
department of the work. We have had twenty-one missionaries serving 
twenty-nine churches and fifty-four out-stations. The amount raised in 
the State was $3,761, a trifle over forty-six cents per member. The new 
Wisconsin presents many hopeful fields, which should be entered without delay. 
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‘‘In all these States the Woman’s Home Mission Society co-operates with 
us through the contributions of women’s branches, the amounts so raised 
being: Nebraska, $253.24 ; Wisconsin, $276.94 ; Minnesota, $245.13 ; 
lowa, $184.60; Kansas, $220.90, including Oregon, $20, making a total 
of $1,200.81. 

‘‘ As before, our largest expenditure has been in Dakota, and the advance 
made has been full of encouragement. In Southern Dakota thirty-three 
missionaries were under appointment, twelve new churches have been or- 
ganized, and fourteen houses of worship completed, making in all seventy 
churches and thirty-four meeting-houses. Additions have been made 
to property of $33,000. The Collegiate Institute at Sioux, Falls is an 
established fact, and its commodious new building will probably be occu- 
pied this fall. 

‘*In North Dakota we have thirty-four church organizations, an increase 
of nine, with sixteen houses of worship, an increase of five, and fifteen 
missionaries. There have been organized a territorial convention, a pas- 
tors’ union, and a Sabbath-school association. Tower University has been 
established, and measures are being taken to begin instruction. But many 
churches are without pastors, and the treasury embarrassment makes itself 
felt with peculiar weight in these new communities. Indeed, the whole 
region covered by these reports presents the most inviting opportunities 
for gospel labor, many of them the ripened fruit of our past efforts, and no 
man can contemplate the possibility of serious retrenchment without the 
keenest pain and most unaffected sorrow. 


‘Illinois has now for something over three years been a contributing 
rather than a missionary State, but only the northern half is attached to 
this district. The receipts of the past year, exclusive of some amounts 
sent directly to New York, have been $6,412.68, being an increase of 
twenty per cent. over last year, and reaching almost to the full amount of 
what was raised for both Home and State Missions in the whole State four 
years ago. 

‘Our work among the foreign population of Illinois has been prosecuted 
with vigor, though encountering special obstacles. We have had among 
the Scandinavians thirteen missionaries, among the Germans nine, and 
among the French one. 

‘‘ The territory included in this district is unrivalled as a missionary field. 
Whether we consider its vast extent, its capability of immediate and 
entire appropriation for agricultural purposes, its interminable network of 
railroads, multiplying homes and settlements on the most extensive scale, 
and ensuring a dense, accessible, and impressible population to occupy 
them ; or we look upon the gathering millions of many nations and many 
tongues, dominated by the most vigorous and intelligent young minds 
from the Eastern States ; or we contemplate the diverse creeds and convic- 
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tions and sentiments and habits which meet and dash against each other in 
these vast valleys; or we regard the control which this region exerts now, 
and is destined to exert still more on the future of the whole nation—we are 
compelled to acknowledge that, asa mission field, it is unrivalled and 
unique. There is but one power that can give to this region the peace, 
the purity, the intelligence, the unity, which shall bless its vast common- 
wealths and make them a blessing to the nation and the world. That 
power is the Gospel of Christ, of which this Society was ‘ put in trust ’ 
over fifty years ago. God grant that we may be found faithful.” 


THE GERMANS. 


Rev. J. C. Grimmell, general Secretary for the German work, has 
visited the Pacific Coast, where there is an increasing German Baptist 
element that requires attention. He reports that “the year has been 
marked by a quickened missionary and revival spirit. Churches organ- 
ized, 7; chapels dedicated, 8; baptisms reported, 1,009. Mission 
stations where regular services and Sunday schools are held, 252, 
which includes the 151 church organizations. 

Great efforts have been made at different points by the teachers ot 
false doctrines to wrest the advantage from our German mission 
churches, but little harm, however, has been done. 

In prohibition States, the temperance question has caused a ripple 
upon the surface of church polity, but invariably these churches have 
declared in favor of a radical treatment of the evil threatening our land. 

Our churches are active in Sunday school work, reporting 13,000 
scholars and 1,746 teachers. We have raised over $5,000 for Home 
Missions.” | 

Our missionary at Castle Garden continues his acceptable and valu- 
able labors. Many of our brethren from the Old World have been 
sought out and putin communication with Baptist pastors and churches 
in or near their new homes in this land. 


SCANDINAVIANS, 


There is much to encourage the Society in missionary efforts among 
the Scandinavians in this country. The Scandinavians, particularly 
the Swedes, are searching the Scriptures to see whether the things we 
teach are so. The truth is having its effect in numerous conversions. 
Our Scandinavian brethren are enthusiastic and ambitious to achieve 
something for Christ. Several ministers from Sweden who have re- 
cently come to this country are laboring with success. Ten new 
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Scandinavian Baptist churches are reported for the year, one of which 
is in San Francisco, Cal. Eight of these are Swedish and two Danish. 
The Swedish church of St. Paul reports fifty additions by baptism— 
the largest number added to any Scandinavian church for the year. 
Among the Scandinavians of Utah, hitherto the Society has had no 
Scandinavian missionary, although the field demands one. But Provi- 
dence seems to have given us a man peculiarly adapted to the field, 
because of his own former experiences as a Mormon and his rescue 
from the Satanic imposture. The facts concerning him are given in 
the portion of this report relating to Utah. 

_ The advent of many Swedes into New England’s manufacturing 
centers is hopeful as a counteracting influence to the Roman Catholic 
element that has increased so largely during the last generation. 
Catholicism never got a footing in Sweden, as in most other European 
countries; hence nearly the entire Swedish immigration is Protestant. 

As bearing upon the future training of ministers, it may be noticed 
that a Scandinavian Seminary for Literary and Biblical study has been 
started at St. Paul, Minn., under the direction of Prof. J. A. Edgren, 
formerly of the Theological Seminary at Morgan Park, Illinois. This 
receives the support of large numbers of the Swedes, from whom con- 
tributions and pledges for this purpose are reported, amounting to 
about $38,000. 

The Scandinavian department at Morgan Park is continued, with 
Prof. Jensen as principal instructor. The students comprise some 
Swedes, but mostly Norwegians and Danes, some of the latter coming 
from Denmark to prepare themselves for work in that country. 


THE FRENCH, 


Through the labors of our missionaries in New England, Gospel 
truth is finding its way to the minds and hearts of the large numbers of 
French Catholics who have never been permitted to read the Word of 
God for themselves. The uprooting of error, accepted in childhood 
as the truth, is a slow process, and the opposition encountered by 
those who separate themselves from the faith of their fellows makes the 
work slow and difficult. At some points a profound impression has 
been made upon the French population, and excellent results are 
expected. Mr. Williams continues as the general missionary for New 
England. We are highly favored in having such a man for this peculiar 
field. Mr. Aubin has been transferred, at his own request, to Lowell, 


50 . ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD. [ 188s. 


in and in the vicinity of which are about 10,000 French Canadians. 
Rev. S. H. Etienne has been appointed at Holyoke, where there are 
very encouraging indications. | 


NEW ENGLAND AS A HOME MISSION FIELD. 


In several of the New England States the foreign element approxi- 
mates in numbers the native element of the population. In Massa- 
chusetts it is about one-fourth, or, including those born here of foreign 
parentage, nearly one-half; in Connecticut a slightly larger proportion ; 
while in Rhode Island it is over one-fourth, or, including those of foreign 
parentage, over one-half. In the last thirty years the native element 
in New England has increased about sixty per cent., while the foreign 
element has increased about two hundred per cent. It is the open 
boast of Catholic journals that they will soon have their mayors and 
chief dignitaries in some of the leading cities, and that within a gen- 
eration they will have the political supremacy. : 

This drift of things should arouse us to greater exertions to strengthen 
our Protestant forces gathered from these classes, lest, by our neglect, 
New England be a misnomer for New Ireland and New France. 


THE INDIANS, 


In the Indian Territory the prospects are bright. General Mission- 
ary Rogers states that the development of the missionary spirit in the 
churches, for the evangelization of the wild tribes, has been exceedingly 
gratifying. At the general convention of the Baptists last June, a mis- 
slionary was appointed to labor among the Western tribes. The 
Cherokees have raised their proportion, and it is understood that the 
Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, and Delawares will not be lacking in 
theirs. This is a new era in our work, when the Indians themselves 
have reached the point where they engage in missionary undertakings 
for their pagan kin. U-yu-sa-da and John Walkingstick, two excellent 
preachers, have died within the year. Their places should be supplied 
if not with native, then with white ministers. The latter course, how- 
ever, seems impossible in the Society’s present circumstances. Three 
ministerial students from the “ Indian University” labored under our 
appointment last summer, and were instrumental in the conversion of a 
goodly number to Christ. 

At the Sac and Fox agency our native missionary has the commen- 
dation of those connected with the agency, and is evidently making an 
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impression on many Indians who, at first, were utterly averse to the 
Gospel and its messenger. 

In Nevada, progress is slow. The Indians, however, have kept 
their promise to adopt the civilized mode of burial, if the remains of 
the beloved agent Spencer were buried there. 

Alaska is yet untouched by us. The opportune moment for entering 
Alaska has come. Congress, for the first time, has appropriated $25,000 
for educational purposes in that Territory, and the Honorable Com- 
missioner of Education, himself a Christian gentleman, is prepared to 
appropriate a moderate amount for the support of a teacher whom the 
Society may appoint to Alaska, and who, in connection with his teach- 
ing, may engage in missionary service. The location of the mission 
has not been definitely determined, but the probability is that it will be 
at the Kodiak Islands, about 500 miles northwesterly of Sitka, and 
1,500 miles from San Francisco, the point of departure for Kodiak. 

As yet the man for this work has not been found. He must bea 
man of strong faith in God, and able to endure deprivations equal to 
those of any mission field on the globe. 


MEXICO. 


In October, 1884, Rev. W. H. Sloan, of Albion, N. Y., began his 
labors as superintendent of Missions for Central Mexico, with 
residence at the city of Mexico. His acquaintance in youth with the 
Spanish tongue and his application to the mastery of it before his 
departure, enabled him, very soon after his arrival, to preach in Spanish 
as well as to edit and publish a paper in the same language. By the 
generosity of the church he had served and the generosity of a lady 
of New York City, a press and publishing outfit was procured, as an 
auxiliary to the work at the capital of the Republic. The first issue 
of the first Baptist paper ever issued in Central Mexico, appeared Jan, 
1,1885. It is called “ La Luz ”—“ The Light”—and is published 
monthly. It is a most effective agency in the propagation of Gospel 
truth in benighted Mexico. Rev. W. T. Greene and Rev. Pablo. 
Rodriguez have also labored in and in the vicinity of Mexico. 

Mission headquarters in the city of Mexico are imperatively 
needed. Rents are high. Missionaries are subject to the caprices of 
Catholic landlords. It is difficult to secure a suitable place for public 
worship. Frequently, Catholics refuse to rent their property for Prot- 
estant services. As we are in the city of Mexico tostay, the sooner 
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we have a residence for the missionaries and a suitable house of wor. 
ship of our own, the more comfortably, efficiently, economically, and 
productively will our work be conducted. Without these, we are not 
only crippled in our operations but our representatives there are re- 
garded as sojourners making an experiment, with whom, in such 
circumstances, few are disposed to identify themselves. A site with 
suitable buildings for residence, chapel and printing-press will cost 
about $30,000. With a mission thus housed we shall be regarded 
as established in the city of Mexico, and shall at once acquire an in- 
fluence that can be acquired in no other way. The house of worship 
should not be in an old structure with odorous Catholic associations, 
but new, clean, and sweet, with a good baptistery in it, all in keeping 
with the new order of things which we aim to establish. Your Board 
commend this object to those who are able and disposed to bear a 
worthy part in the regeneration of the ten millions of souls in our 
sister Republic. 

In the State of New Leon the year has been a prosperous one. 
Rev. T. M. Westrup has regularly issued the paper, 4/7 Mexicano Bau- 
tista, while at the same time serving the church at Monterey as pastor, 
and translating “‘ The Baptist Catechism” and other Christian literature 
into Spanish. His present appointment gives him the general over- 
sight of the work in that State. The most notable event of the year 
is the completion and dedication of the new house of worship at Mon- 
terey. The dedication of this first and very substantial Baptist church 
edifice in Mexico occurred April 19, 1885. By special arrangements, 
effected by Dr. Pope, of Texas, one hundred and twenty-seven excur- 
sionists from the United States, among whom were several representa- 
tives of the Society, attended the dedication. It wasa red-letter day in 
our work at Monterey. 

The spirit of inquiry is abroad in Mexico. Fields are white unto 
the harvest. More laborers are needed. Our entire mission force in 
Mexico consists of three English or American ministers, four native 
ministers," two women assistant missionaries, and three teachers, one 
of whom is supported by the Woman’s American Baptist Home 
Mission Society of New England. The additions by baptism have 
been sixty-two. The missionary expenditures have been $5,906.49. 
‘They ought to be doubled. 


THE COLORED PEOPLE. 


With few exceptions our missionary force among the colored people 
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consists of general missionaries supported in part by co-operating col- 
ored conventions. Rev. H. Woodsmall has also devoted a part of the 
year to ministers’ institutes in Louisiana and Mississippi. The igno- 
rance and misconceptions concerning the Gospel, the irregularities in 
doctrine and in practice, as well as the personal habits of large num- 
bers of the colored preachers themselves in many sections of the South, 
is such as to awaken deep concern in the minds of those most familiar 
with the facts. Testimony on these subjects comes from capable, ob- 
serving colored men themselves, who are almost appalled at the work 
yet to be done. This great problem for American Christianity to solve 
is not yet more than half worked out. Our duty is not yet half done ; 
and, for lack of means, we are not doing half that ought to be done 
to-day. 

Many of the colored people, recognizing the value of the work done 

by the Society in their behalf, have contributed to our treasury, in 
order that the Society may do even more abundantly than in the past. 
A number of our colored brethren have become life members of the 
Society. 
_ At no very remote period it may be advisable to hold a special 
meeting of the Society at some central point in the South, in order that 
the benefactors and recipients may look each other in the face, and 
discuss particularly those great questions which relate to the intellectual 
and religious advancement of the colored people. To such a meeting 
Southern white brethren who have shown a practical interest in this 
work, and all others who feel that the hour has come for hearty co- 
operation in it, should be invited. Wisely planned and conducted, it 
is believed that such a meeting would be productive of incalculable 
good. 


THE CHINESE, 


It will be remembered that at the last meeting, the Society, after 
protracted consideration of the subject, decided to adopt the Chinese 
mission in San Francisco, relinquished by the Home Mission Board 
of the Southern Convention. Dr. J. B. Hartwell was appointed Super- 
intendent of Missions. An advisory committee of brethren represent- 
ing the San Francisco churches co-operate with him in this mission. 
The great hindrance in San Francisco is a suitable building for mission 
headquarters. In this respect we are placed at a serious disadvantage, 
as compared with other denominations. To procure such property is 


| 


es ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD. [ 1885. 


at present beyond the ability of the Society, and must be done, if at 
all, by a special effort. Whether the times are favorable for such an 
effort, and whether it is expedient to engage in this undertaking while 
the opposition to the admission of Chinese to this country continues 
unabated, is one of the questions for the Society to determine. A few 
of the California churches have promised a special contribution for the 
support of this mission. The offering itself is desirable, not merely for 
the relief which it may afford our overburdened treasury, but even 
more as an expression of their interest and of their feeling of obligation 
to have a part in giving the Gospel to these benighted souls. Mrs. 
Sanford, supported by the Woman’s Baptist Home Mission Society of 
Chicago, has been a valuable helper in this difficult field. 

At Oakland the mission has continued about as hitherto, in direct 
charge of Mrs. Bradway. Other Chinese mission stations have been 
established at Stockton, Fresno, and Chico. These are under the superin- 
tendence of Dr. Hartwell. More might have been done had there 
been means at our command for this purpose. 

The mission at Portland, Oregon, is in good condition, and has 
enjoyed the labors of our Chinese missionary, Bro. Tong Tsun Cheung. 
So far as reported 8 Chinese have been baptized during the year. 
The number of Chinese Baptists on the Pacific Coast is about 125. 


Some have returned to China, as successful laborers, strengthening our 
forces there. 


UTAH. 


There is great cause for thankfulness, because of the spiritual bless- 
ings bestowed upon our cause in Utah, The church at Ogden num- 
bers go members, and the church at Salt Lake City 89 members. 
During the year 17 have been added to the former and 85 to the 
latter. The church at Ogden, greatly to its sorrow, was deprived of 
the labors of Bro. Hartley, who, on account of his wife’s health, was 
compelled to return East. Rev. Frank Barnett, of Vermont, has been 
appointed to this field, for which he leaves in May. 

Under the leadership of Dr. De Witt our church at Salt Lake City 
has been greatly prospered. He has done an intense work. Services 
have been frequent, congregations large, and conversions numerous. 
To Deacon Estey, of Vermont, belongs the honor of defraying the 


principal expense of this work the past year. Its maintenance now 
chiefly devolves upon the Society. 
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The school sustained by the Woman’s American Baptist Home Mis- 
sion Society of New England is accomplishing much good. The lady 
teachers therein are valuable helpers in church work. Recently the 
Woman’s Baptist Home Mission Society of Chicago has sent a Scandi- 
navian missionary to the Territory to labor among her people there. 

Among the fruits of the year in Salt Lake City is the reception into 
the Baptist Church of a Scandinavian brother, who seems to have been 
brought to a knowledge of the truth for such a time as this. Through 
the influence of Mormon missionaries in Sweden he was led to believe 
that he would find rest to his troubled spirit and attain to “ exaltation” 
hereafter by uniting with, and becoming obedient to, the Mormon 
Church. Instead of satisfaction he found greater unrest. He sought 
out the nearest minister of the Gospel, a Presbyterian, and, at length, 
after giving the Mormon Church full opportunity to convince him of 
error, in July, 1882, united with the Presbyterian Church on profession 
of faith in Christ. Previously, however, he honorably put away his 
polygamous wife, making proper provision for her support. He at once 
engaged in missionary work, and was sent as a delegate to the General 
Assembly in 1884. Confronted with the question of the baptism of 
his infant child, he diligently sought for the Scriptural arguments in 
support of infant baptism, but, finding none, and convinced that as he 
“had renounced a religion of proxy,” he ought not to impose it upon 
another, he united with the Baptist Church. An autobiographical 
sketch of his religious experience will appear in the Home Mission 
MonTHLy. This brother, of excellent repute and speaking several 
languages, is at our service. Has not God given him to us, and 
shall not the means for his support be provided, so that out of the 
depths of his own experience, he may rescue others from their 
delusions ? 

It seems that the disintegration of Mormonism has begun; still the 
eradication of polygamy is by no means the destruction of the system. 
The faithful preaching of the Gospel must effect this. We ought to 
occupy at least another prominent point in Utah this year. God's” 
blessing upon our work thus far constitutes encouragement for further 
undertakings. 


DISTRIBUTION OF RELIGIOUS LITERATURE. 


The arrangement consummated last year, by which the American 
Baptist Publication Society makes grants of Bibles, Testaments, and 
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tracts to accredited missionaries of the Society has worked to the sat- 
isfaction of all concerned. Applications for religivus literature for 
distribution have been received from ninety-five missionaries. In all 
instances, so far as we know, these approved applications have been 
honored by the Publication Society. Hearty acknowledgment is due 
that Society for the prompt and courteous manner in which grants 
have been made. 

Our missionaries report the sale and distribution of 8,000 Bibles and 
Testaments, also of 322,485 tracts and other publications. In the hands 
of missionary pastors understanding where to wisely distribute it, as 
well as in the hands of pioneer and itinerating missionaries among the 
new settlements where there are no churches, the printed page becomes 
a valuable auxiliary to their work. 

In this connection your Board take pleasure in alluding to the valu- 
able gift by Rev. Dr. MacArthur, of New York, consisting of copies 
of the “ Calvary Selection of Spiritual Songs,” to the value of $500. 
Already thirty-three churches have shared in the blessings of this bene- 
faction. | 

Through the gifts of individuals many copies of religious newspapers 
have been sent from the office of publication to missionaries and others 
in Western and Southern fields. The largest number is of Zhe CAris- 
tian Herald, published at Detroit, Mich., 150 copies of which have 
been sent to the homes of church members in the West, where they 


are read with an eagerness and thoroughness almost unknown in East- 


II. 


CHURCH EDIFICE DEPARTMENT. 
ADVANCE, 


In this department aid has been rendered 113 churches in erecting 
houses of worship. This is an advance of 6 over last year, and the 
largest number in the history of the Society. The fact that during the 
last four years 46 more church edifices have been erected by assistance 
of the Society than in all the years preceding, shows what emphasis 
has been given to the work of this department. The whole number 
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for the past four years is 383. The following comparative table shows 
how aid has been bestowed : 


| BY GIFT 
YEAR. NUMBER. | BY GIFT. BY LOAN, ints tke 
1881-2 66 5° 
1882-3 97 18 : 
1883-4 107 68 13 2 
1884-5 113 61 39 13 


The aggregate amount of gifts has been $29,799.20; of loans, 
$27,255. Excepting the two churches at Butte City, Mont., and Eagle 
Rock, Idaho, which received designated offerings above the customary 
grants, the gifts to churches have averaged $304.88 (as against $308.52 
last year); and, with a special exception, the loans have averaged 
$456 (as against $392.76 last year). The $57,054.20 thus used has 
secured church property valued at $315,000. Nearly $600,000 church 
property has thus been gained to the Baptist churches, chiefly in the West, 
within the past two years. One hundred dollars given for church 
edifice work secures over $500 of property dedicated to the service of 
the Lord. 

The houses erected last year have sittings for 31,138 persons. Grants 
were made to churches in 28 States and Territories—to 94 American 
churches, 1 German, 7 Scandinavian, 11 colored. 

For the Benevolent Fund the year’s receipts have been $17,704.63. 
The amount from living contributors was $15,737.37; from legacies, 
$500; income from investments, $1,467.26. Rev. Dwight Spencer 
has spent several months in the East, under the auspices of the Society, 
in securing contributions for Church Edifice work, and a large proportion 
of the contributions have come through his efforts. From six to eight 
months have been spent by him in missionary and Church Edifice work in 
the Rocky Mountain District. Rev. W. R. Connelly has rendered most 
acceptable service in Kansas, Nebraska, and Iowa, in assisting churches 
to build and in attention to other matters pertaining to this depart- 
ment. It is greatly regretted that the prospect for the coming season ~ 
does not admit of his continuance. 

The whole number of outstanding loans to churches is 225; the 
number that have paid off their loans during the year is 24. 
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THE PROBLEM. 


The problem with us is how to get the means for this exceedingly 
important department of the Society’s operations. Its importance 
cannot well be over estimated. Gratifying as is the progress of the 
past four years, nevertheless Baptists are far behind some others in this 
respect. Hence, in many places where the advantage is decidedly in our 
favor, still, through our inability to command a few hundred dollars 
necessary to utilize it for the erection of a house of worship, another de- 
nomination stepping in secures the support that was proffered us, and 
possesses the field, so that hope for the erection of a Baptist house of 
worship and the organization of a Baptist Church are indefinitely post- 
poned. Thus Baptists, and those in sympathy with us, in large num- 
bers are lost from our denominational ranks every year. Children 
that should be in our Sunday-schools are’ drawn into Pedobaptist 
schools meeting in attractive chapels. Hence it is, that while the 
denomination contributes so little to build chapels in the West, yet for 
the lack of such chapels it is practically making large contributions of 
its members and their means for the establishment of other organiza- 
tions and the erection of edifices in which they shall meet. It is high 
time that this thing should stop. The Baptists of America are as able 
as others to do their part in this work, and to provide suitable chapels 
for our own people. If God has given them to us, we should by all 
means possible keep them by helping them to obtain for themselves 
and their children suitable church houses. 

It is believed that the time has come for two things to be done with 
the least possible delay. The first is to have the Sunday-schools of 
our churches throughout the land, in concert, make their annual con- 
tributions for this purpose. The next is to appoint the best man 
obtainable as Superintendent and Financial agent for the Church Edi- 
fice work of the Society for the entire country. This is proper, inas- 
much as many colored churches, worshiping in wretched structures, 
are asking for and should receive assistance. The Southern States, 
therefore, should be included in the Church Edifice as already in the 
educational operations of the Society. And perhaps a satisfactory 
arrangement may be effected for co-operation with our white brethren 
at the South, whose church edifice work, begun about two years ago, 
has made but little progress. 

The prospects for the coming season are not so good as for either of 
the two years past. A large number of applications are before the 
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Board, for which no funds are available. No new applications are 
encouraged or entertained. We ought to erect 250 houses yearly, for 
which $75,000 at least is needed. 


III 
EDUCATIONAL. 


The number of Christian Institutions for the colored people of the 
‘South, for the Indians and the Mexicans, is the same as last year. The 
regular teaching force has been 103; the attendance, 3,182; this is 
the largest ever reported. Of the 17 institutions, eleven are now in- 
corporated. The names and locations of all are as follows : 


I.—INCORPORATED INSTITUTIONS. 


1. Richmond Institute, Richmond, Va.; 2. Shaw University, Raleigh, N. C.; 
3. Atlanta Seminary, Atlanta, Ga.; 4. Bishop College, Marshall, Tex.; 5. Roger 
Williams University, Nashville, Tenn.; 6. Leland University, New Orleans, La.; 
7. Florida Institute, Live Oak, Fla.; 8. Alabama Normal and Theological School, 
Selma, Ala.; 9. Indian University, Muskogee, Ind. Ter.; 10. State University, 
Louisville, Ky.; 1. Hartshorn Memorial College, Richmond, Va. 

2.—UNINCORPORATED. 


1. Wayland Seminary, Washington, D. C.; 2. Benedict Institute, Columbia, S. 
C.; 3. Jackson College, Jackson, Miss.; 4. Spelman Seminary, Atlanta, Ga.; 5. In- 
‘ternational School, Monterey, Mex.; 6. Creek Freedmen School, Tullahassee, 
Ind. Ter. 

NEW BUILDINGS. 


The year has been characterized by the erection of an unprecedented 
number of large, substantial, well-appointed school buildings, which 
were a necessity for the accommodation of students. In round num- 
bers their cost has been $105,000. 

The girls’ dormitory at Leland University, which had stood unfin- 
ished about two years, has been completed, together with improve- 
ments in the former building, at a cost of $17,000. ‘The structure is 
of brick, about 44 feet wide, 100 long, and four stories in height. It 
was dedicated December 24, 1884. | 

At Bishop College, Marshall, Texas, a girls’ dormitory of brick, 42 
feet wide, 96 long, three stories high, with a spacious basement story, 
has cost $17,000. It was dedicated April 23d, and will be known as 
Bishop Hall, in honor of her whose gifts for this purpose have been 
‘sO generous, 

Jackson College, in the latter part of April, with appropriate exercises, 
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entered its new building for general school and dormitory purposes. 
This is of brick, 45 feet wide, 115 long, and three stories high above 
the roomy basement. It has cost about $24,000, of which $15,000 
came from the sale of the Natchez property, and a small amount be- 
sides from special contributions. 

Hartshorn Memorial College, at Richmond, Va., rejoices in the 
completion of a commodious brick building, 44 feet wide, 104 feet long, 
and 4 stories high, with basement; together with a wing for dining 


room and chapel, 38 by 50 feet. Its: cost has been $22,000, 


nearly all of which is the gift of Deacon J. C. Hartshorn, of New 
England, as a memorial of his deceased wife, who jointly with himself 
was deeply interested in the great enterprises of the kingdom of our 
Lord. 

The new building for the Indian University, near Muskogee, Indian 
Territory, is also completed and is to be dedicated early in June. It 
is of stone and brick, 44 feet wide, 109 long, and three stories high, 
above a fine basement that will be used for culinary and other purposes. 
Its cost is about $24,000. It will be known as “ Rockefeller Hall,” 
in honor of J. D. Rockefeller, Esq., who has given $9,000 toward its 
erection. Probably never again will so many principal structures for 
these institutions be erected in one year. 

Several schools need additional and better accommodations. 
Florida Institute, at Live Oak, ought to have at once a structure 
costing about $15,000. The Seminary for young men at Atlanta, at 
an early date, must have a suitable building, which will cost $25,000. 
Spelman Seminary, at Atlanta, for young women, which has had a 
phenomenal growth, must have larger and better facilities for its work. 
This it is likely to have within the coming year. The First Vice- 
President of the Home Mission Society gives $10,000 towards it, and 
other pledges make the amount already available about $15,000. The 
plans are made and work will soon begin. Further particulars next 
year. Richmond Institute should also have a proper building, away. 
from its present unpleasant surroundings. 


With the Institutions well domiciled the next urgent matter is their 
partial endowment. 


ENDOWMENT. 


It affords your board much satisfaction to report that within the year 
past, about $140,000 have been added to the endowment funds of 
hese Institutions. In this is not reckoned the $50,000 legacy of Ex- 
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Governor Coburn, for Wayland Seminary, which may not be available 
for some time to come. 

To John D. Rockefeller, Esq., of New York, belongs the honor of 
founding the first Professorship of Biblical Theology in the first dis- 
tinctively Baptist Theological Institution for the education of ministers 
for the African race here and in Africa. This he did for the Richmond 
Institute, Richmond, Va., by a gift to the Society of $25,000. To 
Joseph B. Hoyt, Esq., of Connecticut, belongs equal honor for found- 
ing the second Professorship therein, for the chair of Church History, 
by a gift to the Society of $25,000. By the action of your Board 
these chairs will bear the names of their respective founders. These 
sums are securely invested at five per cent. interest. For the “ Union 
Professorship” in the same Institution cash and pledges have been 
secured to the amount of about $10,000. Our white as well as our 
colored brethren in Virginia are contributing in union with brethren 
at the North toward the endowment of this chair. 

The other principal addition to these endowment funds comes not 
directly to the Society, but to Leland University itself, from the estate 
of the late Deacon Holbrook Chamberlain, of New York, the founder 
of the school. After paying for the completion of the new building, 
elsewhere mentioned, there remains about $80,000, to be added to the 
$10,000 given toward endowment by Deacon Chamberlain, while 
living; making the endowment of Leland University about $90,000. 
Of this sum nearly $50,000 are in productive investments, and about 
$40,000 in property but slightly productive at present; $30,000 have 
been designated to the establishment of the “ Holbrook Chamberlain 
Professorship.” 

The total of endowment funds held by the Society and these Insti- 
tutions is, in round numbers, $175,000, about three-quarters of which 
have been added the past year. 

While this is a noble beginning, still the income from the entire 
amount is but about one-tenth of what is required annually for the 
maintenance of these Institutions. This is most appreciable relief 
indeed in times like these, when the worth of endowments appears in 
steadying the work, as usual contributions are obtained with difficulty. 

The next thing to do is to endow the President’s chair in at least 
ten of these Institutions, so that there may be a financial back-bone of 
at least $25,000 to each of these Institutions. The Society needs the 
relief which such endowments would afford. The subject is com- 
mended to those who are able now to endow one of these chairs, and 
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likewise to those who contemplate making their will so: that by the 
consecration of their possessions, mankind may be blessed and God be 
glorified. 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION. 


The formation and development of Christian character is the su- 
preme object of these institutions fostered by the Society. Daily ex- 
ercises in the study of the Bible is the rule. The devotion of many 
teachers to the spiritual interests of unconverted and converted pupils 
is as thorough as that of any missionary laborer in other fields. Every 
year numbers are brought to Christ. This year the conversion of 207 
is reported. The motto of Spelman Seminary is: “ Our whole school 
for Christ.” Though not so announced, this is the ruling seca in. 
other institutions. 

Of the 369 ministerial students reported in attendance, 355 were in 
the Institution for the Colored People, thirteen in the Indian Univer- 
sity, and one in the School at Monterey, Mexico. 


INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION. 


The John F. Slater Fund has given a decided stimulus to industrial 
education in Institutions for the colored people. Shaw University, 
Roger Williams University, Leland University, Benedict Institute, 
and Spelman Seminary have received grants from this fund for the pro- 
motion of industrial education. It is expected that other Institutions 
will share in its benefits the coming year; in any event that industrial 
instruction will be introduced. Without making an itemized statement 
of what is done in each Institution, suffice it to say that among them 
all during the past year students have been instructed in carpentry, 
furniture-making, house-painting, brick-making and mason work, shoe- 
making, type-setting and printing, agricultural and horticultural work, 
sewing by hand and with machines, dress-making, millinery, laundry 
work, cooking, etc. In the words of one who has been longest in the 
field and whohas been a practical advocate of industrial work: “ Under 
such a system of training, new activities are awakened, sluggish habits 
gradually overcome, the student keeps up his. physical health, and de- 
velops force and does better work in the recitation-room; and, still 
further, his mind begins to take a practical turn. He discovers new 
fields of industry before him. The cultivation of industrious habits and 
the exercise which comes from manual labor, have also a healthy effect. 
upon the moral nature, keeping the student from an re morbid. 


condition, having less idle time, and, consequently, less exposed to. 


temptation. The aim is to develop all the faculties; educate the hand, 


the head, and the heart.” 

At six of our Institutions, monthly papers are published, viz.: at 
Shaw University, Roger Williams University, the Alabama Normal 
and Theological School, Florida Institute, Spelman Seminary, the 
State University of Kentucky, and arrangements are in progress for 


other papers next year at Benedict Institute, Jackson College, and. 


Leland University. 
THE COLORED PEOPLE. 


The fifteen institutions for the colored people were never in a more 
flourishing condition than now. The enrollment therein has been 
2,955; 1,391 young men, 1,564 young women. The need of these in- 
stitutions for the training of teachers for the secular and the Sunday 
school, as well as for the usual vocations, was never more apparent than 
now, while the deplorable lack of properly qualified ministers is the su- 
preme argument for their existence. The good they have done is in- 
calculable, but when we consider what multitudes are even indirectly 
almost untouched by their influence, the pre-eminent importance of sus- 
taining and rendering them more effective is apparent. By the addi- 
tion of an instructor of Theology to the faculty of Richmond Insti- 
tute, superior advantages are now afforded to ministerial students pre- 
paring to labor here or in Africa. 

The colored people themselves, in their associations and conven- 
tions, are recognizing their duty to aid in sustaining these institutions, 
which are for themselves and their children. Inasmuch as colored 
men are on Boards of Trustees and in the faculties of these institu- 
tions, it seems proper that they should be called upon in each State to. 
assume the support of at least one such teacher. ‘This, it is believed, 
they can do by organization. It is a question whether the time has 
not arrived for the Society to undertake, of course with the co-operation 
of leading colored brethren in the South, this work of educational or- 
ganization, whereby greater interest shall be awakened, and contribu- 
tions secured for the maintenance of these institutions. 


THE INDIANS. 


The Indian University has of necessity remained in its old quarters. 
at Tahlequah, but henceforth will occupy the new building just com- 
pleted near Muskogee. The attendance for the year has been 115 ;. 
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among the number, 13 students for the ministry, two of whom 
expect to pursue their studies still further in Eastern theological semina- 
ries. The school is attracting the attention of the Baptists in the civ- 
ilized nations and tribes, and, properly sustained under the present 
efficient administration, will prove a mighty agency for good. 

The school will hereafter occupy the large and well-arranged new 
building, “ Rockefeller Hall,” near Muskogee. 


MEXICO. 


The school at Monterey is gaining in its influence, and, with its im- 
proved conveniences in the basement of the Baptist Church, is likely 
to do better work than in the past. The attendance for the year has 
been 112. The conversion of 12 students is reported. 


DISTRICT SECRETARIES. 


There are four District Secretaries, whose entire time is devoted to. 
the development of beneficence among the churches. Dr. Haigh, of 
Chicago, as Superintendent of Missions, can give but a fraction of his 
time to this work. Dr. Marston, for the Southwest, attends to mission- 
ary matters in his field. The same is true of Rev. J. C. Baker, of Ore- 
yon. Their efforts show faithful service during the year, 


Rev. A. P. Mason, D.D., District Secretary for New England, re- 
ports: 


In my District the year has been one of rare business depression. New England 
is a great workshop. When its gate is shut down and its machinery idle, the thousands 
wont to find employment in this shop are also idle. This has been the case to a 
large extent in all New England during the past year. The manufacturer, the 
mechanic, the farmer, and the merchant, all have felt the consequent depression and 
have been largely crippled in their ability to give. Nevertheless, the contributions 
from the churches, including those for the Emergency Fund, have been equal to 
those of the previous year. The difference in receipts is a difference in legacies. 
Last year, besides many smaller legacies, two were received amounting to over 
$28,o0o—the full difference between the receipts for 1883-4 and those for 1884-5. 

There are in New England g10 churches, not including those in Canada, but 
belonging to Associations in the States. Of these, 475 have contributed to Home 
Missions during the past year—seventeen more than last reported. Of the 435 non- 
contributing churches, as many as three-fourths maintain simply a nominal existence. 

The amount of contributions and legacies from this field for the past year is 
$95,534-63. For the preceding year they amounted to $123,991.13—exceeding those 
of the present year by $28,456.50. But this difference, as stated above, is not in 
contributions from the living, but from the dead. : 


Interest in Home Missions was never deeper in New England, nor more intelli- 
gent, than to-day. 
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Within the year I have delivered eighty sermons and addresses, written over 
1,000 official letters, distributed over 20,000 circulars and other Home Mission 
documents, and traveled 15,144 miles. 


Rev. C. P. Sheldon, D. D., District Secretary for New York and 
Northern New Jersey reports: 


The past year has been one of unusual difficulty in raising funds for our work, 
owing to the general and severe business depression, especially in the latter part of 
the year. The total receipts from my field may not be quite as large as the year 
previous, owing toa less amount in legacies; but there is no decrease of interest 
among the churches in our Home Mission work. That interest was never greater 
and more general than at the present time. There is a growing and more intelli- 
gent appreciation of the greatness and imperative character of the work. Our 
people begin to realize that ** North America for Christ,” means the evangelization 
of nearly 80,000,000 people on this great continent of ours, of which millions many 
are yet in the darkness of heathenism. One great hindrance to the regular and 
systematic contributions of the churches, is the frequent changes of pastors. But 
what cannot be prevented must be endured. 

In my work during the year I have delivered 67 sermons and addresses ; written 
1,441 official letters; and sent out about 25,000 circulars. I have also circulated a 
large number of the ‘‘ Home Mission Monthly.’’ Information in reference to our 
work has been more widely disseminated than in any previous year. 

I have expended in traveling, $259.65; for postage, $105.42; and for stationery, 
$39.85 ; total, $404.92. The receipts have been: New York, $79,472.68; Northern 
New Jersey, $8,183.25 ; total, $87,645.93—which is $492.46 less than the previous 
year. The receipts from New York were $4,239.36 more than the previous year ; 
and from New Jersey, $4,732.42 less than the previous year, and because of the 
large Baldwin legacy received that year. 

No receipts of the women’s societies are embraced in the above statement. 


Rey. E. B. Palmer, D.D., District Secretary for Pennsylvania, Southern 
New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, and District of Columbia, reports : 


[ entered upon the active duties of my present position Sept. 1. The time previous 
to the date of my appointment, June 1, was occupied by a trip to the Pacific Coast 
in regaining health, and in acquiring information with special reference to my 
future work for the Society. 

My journey was via the Isthmus, and extended from Panama to Puget Sound, 
visiting the chief points of interest in Oregon and Washington Territory: but the 
major part of the time was spent in California. Careful attention was given to the 
Chinese question, and to Mormonism, while everywhere, as opportunity afforded, I 
availed myself of acquaintance with the Baptist Brotherhood. The knowledge thus 


obtained is regarded an invaluable personal possession in presenting the claims of the 
Home Mission cause upon the churches. By request of this Society the business of 
this Department from April to September was in charge of Rev. G. N. Spratt, D.D., 
who in this as in all that he undertakes, rendered cheerful and efficient service, and 
has been very kind in furnishing any possible assistance to your District Secretary. 
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This Report is necessarily partial, covering only seven months of the year. There 
are about 750 churches in the Department, with a membership of about 90,000. 

There have been paid into the treasury of the Society for the last seven months of 
the year, $17,343.46; number of contributing churches about 400. I have sent out 20,000 
circulars and 3,000 newspaper slips, and written about 600 official letters, delivered 
* 81 sermons and addresses, including eight lectures on the Chinese and the Mormons. 

The necessity of presenting with all reasonable urgency the claims of the Society 
upon the churches, increases in importance and magnitude as one studies the field. 
The most vital question to-day is, how to promote Christian beneficence among the 
great mass of believers. It concerns our responsibility to God, and has direct re gard 
to practical piety. Its bearing upon the obligations of the pastor, upon efficiency in 
Christian life, and the winning of this lost world to Christ, is worthy of most discrim- 
inating thought and prayerful attention. I wish especially in closing this report 
to acknowledge my obligation to the ministry and brethren in Christ generally, for 
the hearty welcome I have received in this work, and for the generous aid extended 
in the endeavor to carry it forward. 


Rev. James Cooper, D.D., District Secretary for Ohio, Indiana, and 
Michigan reports : 


The following is a partially classified statement of the receipts from each State of 
the Central District, for 1884-5 : 

Ohio—Number of contributing churches, 165 ; Contributions, Legacies, $161.45 ; 

Churches and other sources, $11,867.84—$12,029. 29. 

Indiana—Number of Contributing Churches, 104; Contributions, Legacies, 

$1,099.80; Churches and other sources, $1,548.65—$2,648.45. 

Michigan—N amber of Contributing Churches, 157; Legacies, $299.70 ; Churches 

and other sources, $5,292.63—$5, 592.33. 

Total number of contributing churches, 425. 

Total contributions and legacies, $20,270.07. 

This statement shows a gain of 54 in the number of contributing churches, and 
a decrease of $5,515.26 in the aggregate receipts. The receipts of the year 1883-4 
were augmented by the noble gift of more than $8,000 from a single individual, and 
by legacies to the amount of $4,136.40. In the last year, however, there was only 
one gift of $1,000, and only $1,559.95 in legacies received. In no former year 
have so many churches responded to the call of the Society and the contributions 
been so widely distributed. Since the semi-centennial year, in both these respects 
the advance has been unbroken; then 269 churches were identified with the Society, 
and in the past year there were 426 churches, showing a gain in three years of 157 
churches. 

In no former years have so many pastors labored to secure liberal contributions, 
they themselves leading their people in self-sacrificing gifts for the Society. 

I gratefully acknowledge the zeal and energy in behalf of its great work by the 
State Board of Michigan, the Home Mission Committee of Indiana, the Women s 
Baptist Home Mission Society of Michigan, the Women’s Missionary Society of 
Cleveiand Association, the Sunday-school and mission bands in each of the States, 


and the effective aid rendered by the Journal and Messenger, Christian Herald, and 
Indiana Baptist. 


. 
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Rev. S. W. Marston, D. D., District Secretary for the Southwest re- 
ports : 


The work and wants of the Home Mission Society in this Southwest district 
have been presented to the pastors and churches during the past year, not only 
by sermons and public addresses, but by an extensive correspondence and a 
wide distribution of circulars of information. I have written 2,393 letters to indi- 
viduals, and sent to the churches 77,500 documents, ranging from one to twelve 
pages each, of printed matter. Accompanying these documents, I have sent out 
47,000 ‘Free Will Offering Envelopes.” The envelope plan of securing contribu- 
tions seems wisely adapted to this new and hitherto little cultivated fields. The 
earnest words of one of our best pastors, ‘* Give the people information and they will 
give you their money,” have been to some extent heeded. And as the result the 
number of contributing churches has increased nearly three hundred per cent. over 
the previous year. 

The statistics show that I have visited 48 churches, 20 associations and 8 State 
conventions, delivered 119 sermons and addresses, and traveled 27,770 miles. |] 
have paid out for traveling expenses $326.65, for postage, $128.36, and for stationary 
and printing, $205.04. 

The contributions for the year have been as follows: Southern Illinois, $906.56, 
Missouri, $1,588.32, Texas, $5,470.93, Arkansas, $143.15, Indian Territory, $986.52. 
Total, $5,095.51. 

Much of territory occupied by this district has been, for years, missionary ground, 
and is at the present time receiving aid from the Society. Its development, how- 
ever, is most encouraging, and with careful culture, its liberality and devotion to the 
cause of missions will abound more and more as its population and wealth increase. 


CO-OPERATING WOMEN’S SOCIETIES. 


The Women’s Baptist Home Mission Society (Chicago), though work- 
ing independently, has co-operated with this Society to a considerable 
extent during the year. There has come into our treasury direct from 
this source, $1,134.46 designated for Educational work, and into the 
treasuries of the co-operating State Conventions of Nebraska, Wiscon- 
sin, Kansas, lowa, Minnesota, and Oregon $1,198.91, through the 
agency of the women’s organizations in those States. Besides this, it 
has paid the salaries of six teachers in the Schools sustained by the 
Home Mission Society. 


The Woman’s American Baptist Home Mission Society (Boston) 
is in closer co-operation with us, the most of their contributions coming 
into our treasury designated for the support of teachers recommended by 
them and appointed by us, and for other purposes, as the erection of 
buildings, etc. Ithas sent to our treasury during the year $7,263,69. 
Sixteen teachers in the schools for the colored people have been sup- 
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ported by this Society. The relief thus afforded the Home Mission 
Society is most acceptable. 

The Women’s Home Mission Societies of Cleveland work directly 
with and through the Home Mission Society, and have again done 
nobly in sending $1,460.91, mainly for educational work in the Indian 
Territory. 

The Woman’s Baptist Home Mission Society of Michigan has co-oper- 
ated in the support of a Missionary in Dakota and one in Utah, also 
in sustaining two teachers in schools for the colored people. For these 
purposes we have received $1,610.10. They have also aided in mis- 
sionary work in the State. 

The Woman’s Baptist Home Mission Union of Connecticut, com- 
prising portions of the State, has been organized within the year. It 
proposes to work directly through the Society, and has made a good 
beginning to the amount of $360. 

Through Church circles connected with these organizations, as well 
as by interested women not identified with any organization, large 
amounts of supplies in clothing and bedding have been sent to Western 
missionaries and to the schools in the South. 


THE FUTURE. 


From this record of the year past, we must at once turn to a consid- 
eration of the pressing questions of the future. 

The fundamental question is, whether American Baptists can be made 
to feel more deeply and give more liberally to the great work which 
God has laid upon us in our own land. Nowhere else on the globe 
can be found a country with so rapid development which makes 
demands so great for the establishment of Christian institutions in the 
growing commonwealths of the newer West. In no other country on 
earth is there such a commingling of peoples, including native heathen 
and heathen from other lands. There is danger that we may not be 
awake to our responsibility for the evangelization of these multitudes, 
and, at length, when the evils of our neglect shall become a plague, 
may take up the self-reproachful lamentation: “ They made me the 
keeper of the vineyards; but mine own vineyard have I not kept.” 
Americans alone must evangelize America. 

In great conflicts there are times when the reserves must be called 
into action. In this great battle-field between truth and error, has not 
the hour arrived to draw upon the reserved resources of the church 
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militant? Are there not millions that should be put into the Lord’s 
service now ? The giving of tithes of one’s income is well; but is it 
not in the power of many to do what is occasionally done, namely, to 
devote the whole of their income, above living expenses, to the work 
of the Lord? Nay, more: in these days of great fortunes, has not our 
Lord again given the message to some, like that which he gave to one 
of old who had great possessions: “ Go sell that thou hast and bestow 
it upon these needy interests of mine, and thou shalt have treasure in 
heaven.” 


By order of the Board, 
E. T. HISCOX, 


Chairman. 
HENRY L. MOREHOUSE, 


Corresponding Secretary. 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER. 
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EXPENDITURES OF THE AMERICAN BAPTIST HOME MISSION SOCIETY 


ENDING MARCH 3], 


1885. 


ON ACCOUNT OF MISSIONS AND EDUCATION, FOR THE YEAR 


Cash paid Missionaries since last R viz.; 

To the English Speaking 
** Scandinavians. ..... 
Colored People..........-.--. 
> 


' Cash paid Wayland Seminary, D. C.— 
sa Salary of Rev. G. M. P. King, 


FREEDMEN AND OTHER SCHOOLS. » 


Principal. ...... 
Richmond Institute, Va.— 
ary of Rev. C. H. Corey, D. D., Principal 
“ Shaw University, N. C.— 
of Rev. H. M. Tupper, Principal. ... .. 
Medical Department. ....... 
Mechanical Department.. -. 


"of Rev, CE. Becker Principal 
of Rev. C. 
Teachers 

Ex 
Repairs and Improvements.............. ..... 


“* Atlanta Seminary, Ga.— 

Salary of Rev. D. F. Estes, Principal... .. 

eachers 


“ Teachers ..... de 


5,980 84 


13,444 82 


9,496 36 


4145 02 


7,898 78 


$154,446 73 


5,155 18) 


$46,121 00] $154,446 73 


| 
4 
| 
| $102,508 68 
| 176,233 68 
11,228 88 | 
| 6,550 44) 
| 5,835 
| 3,010 42 
| 5,906 49 
35197 90! 
| | 
$1,500 00) | 
3,015 
1,193 94) | 
271 00) | 
$1,500 00) 
3,596 
2,629 37| | 
172 75) 
$1,500 00] | 
3,067 50) 
3,632 77) 
1.525 32 
2,513 04) | 
606 19 
—_| 
$1,500 00 | 
2,982 03| 
3,278 50. | 
500 00 
840 00 
265 83) 
130 
—| 
$t,200 00 
250 00 
ik 1,249 40 
Salary of Miss S. B. Packard, Principal... ....... $414 00 
2,425 00 
Expense Accounts... 1,713 97 
Furnishing Account........... 45 00 
Repairs and Improvements...... .2........... 83 21 
Bs 
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Amount brought rs $46,121 oc $154,446 73 
FREEDMEN AND OTHER SCHOOLS.—Continued. 
Cash paid Roger Williams University, Tenn.— 

Salary of Rev. E. C. Mitchell, D.D. Principal.| $1,400 00 

Expense Account................ 1,734 15 

Building ce 127 80 

Printing Office Account 250 00 

54 Co 

Jackson College, Miss.— 9138 go 
of Rev. Chas, Ayer, Principal $1,5co 

Building wes eee woes 9,394 47 

13,726 1 
Leland University, La.— 13 

Salary of Rev. H. R. Traver, Principal..... .. $1,250 00 

Building 20 00 

,871 32 
Bishop Baptist College, Tex.— 

Salary of Rev. S. W. Culver, Principal..... .. $1,100 00 

Building cos ce 16,451 68 

Furnishing Account....... ...... 1,209 85 

Apparatus deces coce 9> 50 

471 50 

“ —“ Indian University, Ind. Ter.— 
. A. C. Bacone, Principal......-. $1,300 oo 

Expense Account......... 1,568 40 

Building 22,626 g2 | 

150 00 

26,961 74} 
“ Hartshorn Memorial College, Va.— 

Salary of Rev. L. B. Tefft, Principal. .......... $1,704 99 
ESE 7OO 00 

Building and Furnishing Account............. 19,813 83 

——| 23,745 74) 
“ Florida Institute, Fla.— 

Salary of Rev. J. L. A. Fish, Principal . $1,200 00 . 

Building ves $3 55 

Printing Press Account........ ..........---- 235 85 4,829 17 

Salary 2,649 94 
“ State University, Ky. — 

Salary of Rev. W ij. Simmons, Principal. ...... $1,200 00 

147 00 2,939 82 

“ International School, Mexico. — 

Salary of Rev. T. M. Westrup, Principal. ...... $960 00 

Expense Account .......... 310 84 2,080 84 

Amount forward..............----.---+++- | $163,608 06! $154,446 73 


| 
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Amount brought forward. .............-. $163,608 06) $124,446 73 
i) FREEDMEN AND OTHER SCHOOLS—Continued 
He Cash Santa Rosa School, Mex.— 
Salary of Teachers. .. 726 83) 
<« Creek Freedman School, Tullahassee, Ind. Ter. 
«« «Evangel Mission School, Ind. Ter.— 
Salary of Teachers 100 00 
«« ~~ Salt Lake City School, Utah.— 
Chinese Schools, Cal.— 
Salary of Tenchers. 386 39 
$ ‘Collegiate Institute, Dak.— 
Salary of Teachers, etc............ 652 00 
Total expenditures for Schools ...... ......-. — — $168,900 
| DISTRICT SECRETARIES. 
| A. P. Mason, D. D., salary.. ..... ..... 1000 00} 
| ‘Traveling and other expenses. ........... 488 $2,488 97 
| Rev. Thomas Swaim, LD). D., salary ........ .. 500 00 
Traveling and other expenses. 14 07 514 07 
«Rev. C. P. Sheldon, D. D., salary... 2,000 00 
Traveling and other expenses . 405 00 2,405 09 
| raveling and ot er expenses 42 37 2,742 
Rev. es Cooper, D. D., salary ............. 1,500 
4 iaosiions and other expenses ............ 18 58 2,318 58 
4 « *Rev. S. W. Marston, D. D., salary ...... ..... feo 00 
e | Traveling and other expenses..... ....... 731 60 2,531 60 
Rev. E. B. Palmer, D. D., salary ......... .. 1,500 00 
Traveling and other expenses. ...... 292 47 1,792 47 
¢ 14,7 
SECRETARY AND TREASURER’S DEPARTMENT. 
Cash paid Coverponting Secretary. — 
ev. H. L. Morehouse, D. D. salary... ... $2,400 00 
| Traveling expenses. ...... 00 
Assistant ‘Treasurers, Assistant Secretary, | 
and Clerks atthe Rooms ................. 5,758 41 
41 
PUBLICATION ACCOUNT. 
3 Cash paid Home Mission Monthly ...........2....22..22-. 8 
2,260 97 
MINISTERS INSTITUTES. 
Cash paid Rev. H. Woodsmall, Salary and Expenses. ............ bedded 1,641 10 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Me Cash paid Designated Funds, per desire of Donors ................ Fi,tore 
Interest on Borrowed Money. 4,129 09 
| EXPENSE ACCOUNT. | — 
{ “Rent, Fuel, Water, and Care of Rooms..... 
Amount forward. 66 
* Also - ~uperintendents of mission work in their fields. ee 


4 
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Amount brought forward........ .........0.......... $2,222 48| $364,362 66 
EXPENSE ACCOUNT —Continued. 
« « Care of Real Estate, scenes 252 o1 
« Legal Expenses. . 0 00 875 20 
lance against the Treasury April 1, 1884 ............... ge Se 
$424,203 04 


RECEIPTS OF THE AMERICAN BAPTIST HOME MISSION SOCIETY FOR MIS- 
SIONS AND EDUCATION, FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 31, 188s. 


| 


$174,669 28 
designated— Missions 

TT Te 7.564 99 

Total of General Contributions and Legacies, not in- ; 
cluding Contributions to the Schools ............. 
FREEDMEN AND OTHER SCHOOLS. 
Wayland Seminary, D. C.— 
Contributions for Wayland Seminary .........-..-..-.. $1,200 07 
Cash from Students of Wayland Seminary............ 12t go 
1,321 

Richmond Institute, Va — ier 

Contributions for Richmond Institute ..............- $1,397 18 

“ New Building ..................-. 218 54 

Cash pare Students of Richmond Institute............ 446 co 

2,130 03 

Shaw University, N. 

Contributions Pr Shaw University $442 14 

Medical ve veer t 592 97 

Cash from Students of Shaw Sgt by 2,763 13 

ical ae sor 66 

as John F. Slater Fund . 440 00 

Medical Department... 260 69 

udson Wade Leonard Fund.............. 150 00 

Benedict Institute, S. C.— 

Contributions for Benedict Institute ..........-...... $1,494 74 

Cash from Students of Benedict Institute ............ 1,674 74 

John F. Slater Fund...................... 0° 

98 55 
— | 6,007 69 

Atlanta Seminary, Ga.— 
Contributions for Atlanta Seminary ..........-....-. $937 61 
Cash from Students of Atlanta Seminary ............. 492 00, , 

1,429 OF 


$176,220 19 
470 17 


34,898 go 


$211,580 26 


$18,552 93. $211,580 26 


| 


« 
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Amount brought forward. ........--- 


FREEDMEN AND OTHER SCHOOLS—Continued. 


Semina 
Contributions Spelman Seminary 


Improvements 


Cash from Students of S 


Roger Williams University, Tenn. 
Contributions for Roger Williams University ...... 
Cash Students of Ro University . 


“9 n F. Slater 
of Old Suilding 


Net Receipts for Board 


Jackson College, M 
Contributions fo for J Jackson College ........--...---++- 
Cash eit Students of Jackson College ............-. 


Leland University, La. 
Contributions for Leland University........... 
Cash from Students of Lelan cow 


Bishop Baptist College 
Contributions 


, Tex.— 
Bishop 
New 
** Furnishing ..... .. 
Cash from Students “of f Bishop College 
Net Receipts for Board 


Indian University, Ind. Ter.— 
Contributions for Indian University................ 


Hartshorn Memorial College, Va.— 


* New Building and Furnishing. 
Cash of Hartshorn College........... 


of Frui 


Florida Institute, Fla. — 
Contributions for Florida Institute 


Cash Students Institute 


Alabama School, Ala.— 
Contributions for Alabama School. 


State University, Ky.— 
Contributions for State University 


tributions for International School . 
Cash from Students of International School. . 


$75 70 


$18,552 93 $211,589 26. 


5,105 


35 


36516 77 | 


15,877 50 


22,072 75 


1,865 17 
40 00 


652 25) 


146 21 


$75,239 23 


$211,585 26° 


|. 
| 
Whe pelm 
Wa $4,318 40 
33 21 
| 50 00 
i 
hi 
$642 
| 286 30) 
443 
| 1,050 09) 
80 00) 
| 16 80) 
; | 45 09) 
| 2,563 19) 
| $643 70) 
| 526 35) 
| co 
1,476 0s 
| $140 00) 
| 88 so 
| 20 00) 
| 1,601 4c 
| 341 66 
| 779 
400 Ov) 
$177 94) 
| 1,197 47) 
| 369 13) 
+ | 200 
| 1,154 15) 
418 06 
| $2,015 81 | 
| 139813 69 
| 48 00 
| $1,004 42) 
-| 19,727 83) | 
333 50) 
| 1,000 00} | 
| 7 | 
| | 
725 00 | 
| 235 8s 
20 oc | 
OF 
he | 
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75 
Amount brought forward................ | $75,239 23 $211,589 26 
FREEDMEN AND OTHER SCHOOLS—Continued. 
Rosa School, Mex. 
Contributions for Santa Rosa School. . 
— Ind. Ter.— 
Cash from U. S Government....................... 1,500 00 
Creek Freedman School, Tullahassee, Ind. — 
Contributions for Tullahassee School 
Salt Lake City School, Utah 
Contributions for Salt Lake City School............. 1,517 85) 
Chinese Schools, Cal. | 
Contributions for Chinese Schools... ... 79 55 
ollegiate Institute, Dak. 
ibutions for Collegiate Institute .. 652 00 
; Total Receipts for Schools.............. | 79173 63 
MISCELLANEOUS. | 
Cash received from Sale and Rent of Real Estate... ,....... 4,828 61 
Income from Sundry Invested Funds... .... | 55943 
4 Davis Fund,”.... .... 43 00 
Mission Monthly,........... .. 2,819 85 
EE 306,214 76 
Treasury overdrawn, April 1, 1885..... ..... 117,988 28 


$424,203 04 


4 “ j a 
| 
. 
- 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


76 [ 188s. 
Dr. CHURCH EDIFICE BENEVOLENT FUND. 
March 15)/To Contributions for the $15,737 37 
Total Amount Received $17,704 63 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
hs 
| 
$32,257 63 


Apri 


To Balance in Treasury... . 


$1,626 73 


“4 
hee 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. 


CHURCH EDIFICE BENEVOLENT FUND. 


Cr. 


Meriden. . 


“ Village Creek. . 
Washington 


Whitehall 


Paid Rev. W. 


“6 Gonzales.......... 
Wheatland......... 
Dakota—Blunt..... 
« De Smet.......... 
*  DP)ickinson........... 
“ Jamestown........-. 
Eagle Rock ...... ..-. 
Indiana—Oakland City. 
*lowa—Correctionville 
Greenfield...... ...... 
Humboldt 
Altamont... .. ginemede 
« 


vensville 
as Leonardville, Swede. . . 


By Gifts to the following Churches, viz.:— 


Am't forw'd. ...$13,214 81. 


“eee eee ere 


Total Expenditures. 
By Balance in the Treasury, April 1, 1885 


$300 00] Minnesota—Fairmont........ 300 00 
500 00 =~ Sauk Centre .... 300 00) 
500 St. Paul, Swede. 500 00 
400 00) Mississippi—Byram.......... 100 00 
350 00| Montana—Butte City. ....... 3,244 57 
500 00| New Mexico—Raton.. ...... 500 00 
150 00/N, Carolina—Graham, Col'd. . 80 00; 
200 30 Nebraska—Delta 300 00 
500 00 Fairfield......... 600 00, 
500 00 Hartington. ...... 400 00 

2,264 81\* * Holdrege.... .... 400 00 
400 00 300 00: 
300 Plainview ........ 500 00 
300 00 “6 Prairie Creek... .. 200 00 
200 00 " Red Cloud. ...... 400 00 
300 00 60 00 
150 00 Steele City. 400 00 
500 00 *Oregon—The 350 00 
150 00 Gardiner. ......... 250 
200 00 o La Grande ....... 400 00 
Portland, Scand.. 500 00 
100 00/*S. Carolina—Orangeburg, C’'d 100 00 
300 00) Texas—Burnet.... .......... 200 00 
100 oo} Hempstead ......... 200 00 
300 oo} 200 09 
200 00 Washington hon — Asotin 300 
200 00 ~hehalis. . 300 00 
300 00 Dayton.. 200 00 
500 00 250 00 

Lake. . 400 00 
500 00 “ New Tacoma, 

Swede, 45° 00 
100 00 a ** Whatcom. . 300 00 
250 00} West Va.—Coal Valley. ...... 150 00 
200 00 Wisconsin—Appleton.... .... 00 00 

“Wyoming Ter.—Cheyenne, 
400 00 olored.. 100 00 
$13,214 8:11 Total Amount of Gifts. ... 


$27,449 38 


2,349 52 


75° 00 
81 70 


$30,630 go 
1,626 73 


$32,257 63 


* Also a loan from the Loan Fund. 


77 
| 
| 
Florence . ..........-- 
Louisiana--Glencoe, Col’d.. ... 
Massachusetts -— Worcester, 
Swede...... 
Michigan—Breckenridge. . .... 
40 
Church. .... 
Amount forward...... .... 
) IN ADDITION TO GRANTS MADE LAST YEAR. | 
Pueblo, Col .00: Monterey, Mex., $1,172.12; Helena, Mont., $138.70; Salt 
| 00 ; Bell Rapids, Dak., 


TREASURER’S REPORT. (1885. 
CHURCH EDIFICE LOAN FUND. 

188s. 

$45,161 33 

188s. 
April 1. To Balance in the Treasury ..... 


$11,126 04 


& 
\ 
4 


188 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


CHURCH EDIFICE LOAN FUND. 


79 


Cyr. 


i 
By Loans to the following Churches, viz.:— Amount forward...... $14,555 00 
Colorado, Loveland............ $500 00 Nebraska, 300 00 
Dakota, Centreville..........-. 500 00 Cortland.......... 400 00 
1,000 Holdrege ......... 300 00 
© 6 os weds 3°0 Humboldt. ........ 400 00 
| Sioux Falls, Swede... .. 500 00 North Platte...... 300 00. 
Watertown ..... ...... 500 Plainview......... 300 00 
Illinois, Chicago, CentralCh... 4,000 oo oe eS 200 00 
‘\Indiana, Pleasantville ......... 500 00 Superior...... .... 500 00 
||lowa, Bedford, Colored........ 130 00 300 00 
Council Bluffs...... .... 1,000 00 
Correctionville .. ...... 100 00 500 00 
6 200 co* Portland, Scand . 500 00 
— ree 200 00/*S. Carolina, Orangeburg, Col. 300 00 
“ Sioux Rapids. ......... 100 o0/ Tennessee, Murfreesboro’, Col. 500 00 
Kansas, Arkansas City........ 500 00 Texas, i 500 00 
“Clay Centre, Swede. .. 300 00 ons 500 00) 
“Council Grove... ...-.. 300 00 
Hillsboro’. German. .. 500 Virginia, Colored... 400 00 
Kentucky, Louisville, Colored. . “ Wytheville, 500 00 
Louisiana, New Orleans, Col. .. 500 00 *Wash. Ter. Medical Lake.. 200 00 
*Minnesota, St. Paul, Swede... 1,000 oo ** New Tacoma.. 500 00 
Missouri, Memphis............ 500 Walla Walla... 2,250 oo 
‘Montana, Townsend. .......... 300 West Va., South Mill Creek.. 250 00 
Carolina, Milton, Colored. 400 oo/*Wy. Ter., Cheyenne, Col... 400 00 
_ Amount forward............. $14,555 00 

| Total Amount of Loans..... .... $27,255 00 
28 50 

| 628 so 

“ Assistant Treasurers, Assistant Secretary and Clerks at the Rooms. 1,437 07 

** Interest to Il!lmois General Association. . 9 46 

“ Rev. W. R. Connelly, Special Agent, Salary and Expenses........ 1,034 82 

Home Mission Mont ly 1,430 97 

Printing and | 136 29 

Anniversary Ex penses. 57 53 

By Cash Balance in 11,126 03 

$45,161 34 


*Also a Donation from the Benevolent Fund. 


| 
‘ 
’ 
ia 
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80 TREASURER’S REPORT. (1885. 
SUMMARY OF CONTRIBUTIONS, LEGACIES, ETC. 
General Contributions from Churches and Individuals...................++. 176,690 36 
Contributions for Schools and Buildings... 62,979 75 
* Church Benevolent Fund............ 159737 37 
Legacies, Mi d Education 34 898 go — 
451398 90 
Received from Students for their Tuition and Room Rent............-..... 12,414 43 
o ** Sale and Rent of Real Estate. . oe 4,828 61 
| 339,862 so 
Permanent Trust and Annuity Funds ........... 107,516 55 


Amount RECEIVED INTO THE TREASURY, EXCLUSIV+ 
or Loans Repaip 


| $447,379 05 


Temp_e Court, New York, April 1, 188s. 


AUDITORS’ CERTIFICATE. 


WII.LIAM PHELPS, 7reasurer. 


This certifies that we have carefully examined the accompanying accounts, and have compared 


the entries with the vouchers connected therewith, and find the same correct 


. We have also examined 


the securities of the Society, and find them to agree with the entries in the Treasurer’s books. 


JOSEPH BROKAW, 
Signed, WM. H. JAMESON, 


New York, May 20, 188s. 


Auditors 
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PROPERTY BELONGING TO THE SOCIETY. 


1.—-PERMANENT TRUST FUNDS. 


By these are meant donations to the Society, to be invested, and the interest alone 
applied annually to the purposes of the Society. 


G. N. Bleecker Fund $17,000 00 | Isaac Davis Fund....... $10,100 00 
Martha Whiting ** . 1,000 00) Rev. C. W. Waterheuse 
Horace Kendall 1,000 00 
Mary A. Noble Swaim ** y,400 oo + Fund 500 00 
Theron Fisk ** . 2,500 co J. V. Ambler 7,700 00 
Mrs. Susan Tripp 500 00 5S. W. Norcross 500 co 
Henry Darling ** . 1,000 00 Nancy Potter Barney Me- 
Mrs. Eliza Roberts ‘‘ . 3,000 00 morial Fund 5,000 00 
Wm. Ham Rie; 100 00 Wm. Cheever “ 7,657 82 
Levi Selleck 1,000 00 Mrs. Mary Noyes 1,000 00 
Mrs. Nancy P. Pease ** . 1,000 00 Gray 2 1,000 00 
Endt. Richm’d Inst. George Wickens 500 00 
Union Professorship ** . 4,385 74! Jonas Allen “ 100 00 
J. B. Hoyt . 25,000 00! Mrs. L. R. B. Fry ‘‘ 4,189 61 
J]. D. Rockefeller ‘* 25,000 Wm. B. Lees 950 00 
Endt. Undesignated ‘* . 1,060 27 | Judson Wade Leonard* 4,245 00 
Benedict Inst. . 24,241 61 + 1,000 00 
‘* Shaw Univ’ty. ** . 66 oo Elizabeth L. Wayland ‘ 150 00 
‘Wayland Sm’y - 39 Aaron Corry 1,454 65 
RogerWm’sUniv‘‘ 1,295 00 David Anderson 1,000 00 
John Blain 1,000 00 P. R. Russell 2,700 00 
Mrs. Emily S. Colby ‘* . 700 00 | Lizzie J. John Memorial 
George J. Sherman ‘* . 1,000 00 Fund. 1,000 00 
Rev. S. S. Bradford ‘*‘ . 1,000 00 C. Van Husan Memorial 
Mrs. H. E. Axtell ‘* . 311 11 Fund. 2,000 00 
Lyman Eldredge nat 75 00 


The above funds are safely invested as follows, viz.: 


Real Estate in New York City...-.. 23,158.68 
Bonds and Mortgages, New York and Brooklyn. .......------ 113,505 00 
10,357 63 


$177,121 31 


f 


+ 
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[1885. 


II.—CONDITIONAL TRUST FUNDS. 


By these are meant donations to the Society on conditions named by the donors : 
(1.) That the donors themselves have the right to draw an annuity during their natu- 


ral life. (2.) Annuities payable to 


rties designated by the donors. 


(3.) Dona- 


tions the interest of which is added to the principal until such time as the 
donors shall direct said sums to be spent for the purposes of the Society. 


Charles H. Nichols... $1,900 
Eliza 1,500 
James B. Simmons... - 2,059 
Ebenezer Morgan........ 500 
1,000 
Harriet E. Darrow..... -- 55 


Mrs. Mary E. Parmly..... 200 
Mrs. Mary B. Herrick.... 300 


Mrs. L. W. Lewis. ....-. 500 
Mrs. Olive S. Brown..... 500 
Mrs. Martha Wilson...... 500 
975 
Mrs. Perses Andrews... ... 500 
Rev. C. H. Corey, D.D.-- 500 
Mrs. B. M. Davis ....... — 
Mrs. B. A. Benedict... ... 10,000 
Mrs. R. M. Mathias.....- 400 
Mrs. Lucy T. Woolsey.... 400 
Miss Emily Peaslee ..-... 1,400 
Mrs. Sarah A. Willard... 500 
Rev. J. N. Webb, D.D.-.. 3,000 
500 
Mrs. Olive E. Merrick.... 631 
John Thompson. ........ 428 
Miss Ruby Wetherbee.... 2,000 
Rev. Israel Harris....,... 450 
Charles K. McKee....... 3,000 
1,000 
Mrs. Elizabeth Lea....... 100 
1,000 
Mrs. Fanny Gilbert...... 350 
2 
C. W. Train. ..... 
Mrs. Elizabeth B. Russell. 300 
Miss Ann Alila Carr. ..... 500 
1,000 
Lucinda Frost..........- 500 


Mrs. Amelia B. Crawford. 40 


oo; Wm. S. Pomeroy........- 1,000 00 
00 Justus Taylor. ... 1,000 00 
47|Mrs. Betsy King.......-.. 390 00 
00| Benj. M. Dungan...-..... 1,000 00 
oo | . 1,000 00 
00}Rev. Samuel Furman. ... 600 00 
50| John P. Wassell......... 2,000 00 
o00/R. A. Holden........... 5,000 00 
oo;Mrs. Hannah Linsley..... 100 00 
00/A. Cole..... 100 00 
00|;Mrs. Florence J. Hardin.. —_100 00 
Henry Watts............ 1,000 00 
00|Wm. Hawkins...........- 12,000 00 
00|Mrs. Laura K. Brown .... 1,000 00 
37| John Trimble... ......... 400 00 
Mrs. Lucy D. Dyer ...... 1,000 00 
oo| Mrs. M. O. Boardman.... 500 00 
Mrs. Miriam E. Crowell... 500 00 
| Isaiah Jordan........... 600 00 
00; Mrs. M. M. Gray.......-. 20,000 00 
Mrs. E. B. Atkins........ 1,200 00 
OO | ... 250 00 
00 | 400 00 
Mrs Johann Kelly.......-- 1,000 00 
oo| Mrs. L. B. Phillips....... 200 00 
00| Mrs. Lucy Wilcox.... ... 1,000 00 
35|Mrs. J. N. Jones... ...... 2,500 00 
Joel Proctor.....-....--- 3,000 00 
00 Mrs. Keziah Erwin.... 100 OO 
00|Mrs. Sarah J. Johnson.... 100 00 
oo Plattsmouth, Neb., Church 986 22 
oo Wm. E. Huntley. .....-- 2,000 00 
1,000 OO 
Mrs. Margery G. Tucker... 500 00 
oo| Garrett Clawson.......... 1,000 OO 
oo; Mrs. Curtis Pettit........ 200 00 
00|Mrs. Josephine C. Hires... 200 00 
00/Spelman Seminary Bldg. 283 16 
00 
00 


Tete. $147,764.77 


_* Two-thirds of this amo 
Union and the Am. and For. Bible Society. 


unt is held in trust, to be equally divided between the Am. apt. Miss’y 


t Donors who do not wish their names made public. 
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Ill.—-CHURCH EDIFICE LOAN FUND. 


Loans to Churches and Investments on account of the Fund. ..$108,216 82 


IV.—-CHURCH EDIFICE BENEVOLENT FUND. 


Permanent Funds: 


Martha Rogers 500 00 


7 $104,000 00 


$124, 000 00 
The income only on the above to be used in gifts to churches. 


V.—REAL ESTATE. 


Under this head are two classes of property— 


first.—School property : 


Wayland Seminary, Washington, D. C. 
Benedict Institute, Columbia, S. C. 

Atlanta Seminary, Atlanta, Ga. 

Roger Williams University, Nashville, Tenn. 
Natchez Seminary, Natchez, Miss. 

Bishop College, Marshall, Texas. 


Mission grounds and building, Tahlequah, I. T. 
Second.—Lands received by donations and otherwise : 
Lands in Nashville, Tenn.; Pomfret, N. Y.; Wakefield, Mass.; Grant 


County, Wis.; Putnam County, Fla.; Allegan County, Mich.: Solomon, 
Kan.: 


A house and lot, Winona, Minnesota. 


The Board intend to sell these lands as soon as purchasers can be found 
to buy them at reasonable prices. 


SCHOOLS, 1884-5, 


OF THE 


American Baptist Home Mission 


FOR THE 


Education of Preachers and Teachers. 


WAYLAND SEMINARY. 


WASHINGTON, D. C. | 


STUDENTS. 


President—Rev. G. M. P, King....-..--- | 
Assistants—Rev. W. B. Johnson.. ...-.. | 
Ernest F. King............. | 

Miss Olive Conklin ......... 

** Susan A, Curtis......- | 

‘¢ Mary A. Wingate...... | 

1. Spavester........ 


RICHMOND INSTITUTE. 
RICHMOND, VA. 
President—Rev. Chas. H. Corey, D. D .. 


Assistants—Rev. Nahum Hines....... 
Prof. Joseph E. Jones ....... 
Prof. David N. Vassar....... 
Ernest A. Corey...........: 


HARTSHORN MEM’L COLLEGE. 
RICHMOND, VA. 


President—Rev. L. B. Tefft ............. 
A ssistants—Miss Carrie V. Dyer........ 
Caroline H. Loomis.... 
Els. S..Edwards....... 


SHAW UNIVERSITY. — 
RALEIGH, N. C. 


President—Rev. H. M. Tupper.......... 
Assistants—S. P. Record.............. 


| 
Miss Elma G. Gowen....... 

‘* Fannie V. Partridge.. . 

Martha J. Powell... ... 
Mrs. E. O. Daniels......... 


SI 


71 


Female. ToTAL. 


| 


229 


| 
| 


55 


168 


397) 


| 


Ministry. 


37 


55 


40 


| ~ | Conver- 


17 


Ae 
| 
| 
Male. 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| | | 
| | 
| | 
Rev. N. F. Roberts... ...... | 
- | 
| 
= = 5 
| 
fi 
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BENEDICT INSTITUTE. 
CoLuMBIA, 5S. C. 


President—Rev. C. E. Becker........... 
Assistants—Prof. L. C. Hoppel...... 
Mrs. M. C. Becker.......... 

“6 R. Armstrong. ...... 

« Thirza W. Hoppel..... 


ATLANTA SEMINARY. 
ATLANTA, GA, 
Acting President—Rev. David Foster Estes 


Assistants—Prof. William E. Holmes.... 
W.C. Burnham....... 


SPELMAN SEMINARY. 
ATLANTA, GA. 


Principals—Miss Sophia B. Packard... .. 
Hattie E. Giles........ 
Assistants —Miss Sarah H. Champney.... 
‘* Caroline M. Grover .... 


‘¢ Maria E. Herrick,..... 
Mrs. Emma H. Albert ...-... | 
S. Mallory.... 
| 
Miss Sarah E. Mallory 
Isabell Horton........ | 
| 
** Cora E. Johnson ..... | 


ROGER WILLIAMS UNIVERSITY. 
NASHVILLE, TENN. | 


Acting President—Edw’é C. Mitchell, D. D. 
Assistants—Rev. D. W. Phillips, D. D .. 
Miss Margaret R. Smith .... 
Mrs. Annie M. Haley....... | 
Rev. W. K. Davey.......... 


Miss Mary Severn Jones... 
Leonora Page......... 
Jane A. Davey........ 
** Alice G. Mitchell...... 


85 
STU DENTS. 
Studyi 
Male. Female.) Torat. Conver- 
Ministry, | 
119 81, 200 24 22 
| | 
| | 
147 | 147] 60 4 
| | 
| 
626, 626)|......... So 
| | | 
| | 
| 
| 
| | | 
146 102 248 48 3 


| 
Miss Carrie I, Wayte........ 
| A. Shankland....... 


86 SCHOOLS, 1884-1885. 


JACKSON COLLEGE, 


JACKSON, Miss. 


President—Rev. Chas. Ayer....-..----- 
Assistants—Eli S. Sanderson........---- 
Mrs. Chas. 


Miss Emily C. Ayer. -. 
Rosa A. Smith... 


LELAND UNIVERSITY. 
NEw ORLEANS, LA. 


Presidenti—Rev. H. R. Traver.... 
Assistants—Charles J. Tucker. .... 
Henderson ..... 

rs. Gussie DeFreest. 

‘6H. UR. 


Miss Minnie H. Dunning.... 
Mrs. Hattie C, Eastman. .... 


FLORIDA INSTITUTE. 


LIVE OAK, FLA. 


President—Rev. J. L. A. Fish 
Assistants—Mrs. Ada B. Fish. .... 


Amanda M. Wood. .... 


Miss Mary L. Braymer 
‘* Addie M. Potter. 


SELMA UNIVERSITY. 


SELMA, ALA. 


President—Rev. E. M. Brawley 
Assistants— ** M. W. Alston 
‘¢ Chas. L. Purce... 

Miss L. M. Seeley..-. 

Anna E. Wood.. 

Nora Redmond.. 

‘* Susie A. Stone. .. 


INDIAN UNIVERSITY. 


TAHLEQUAH, IND. TER. 


President—Prof. A. C. Bacone 
Assistants—E. T. Allen, M.D..... 
Miss Tessie M. Allen.. 
Mrs. Alice E. Shannon 


STUDENTS. 


Male. 


Female. 


TOTAL 


| Studying 
for 
Ministry. 


10! 


146 


63 


70 


5° 


78 


71 


71 


65 


| 
| 
| 
| 


179 


| 


235 


134 


141 


115, 


15 13 


13 7 
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CREEK FREEDMEN SCHOOL. 
TULLEHASSEE, IND. TER. 


Principal—Traman Johnson, 
E. A. Wooster. ........ 
« Jennie Bixby Johnson.. 


BISHOP COLLEGE. 


MARSHALL, TEX. 
President—Rev. S. W. Culver........... 


Assistants—Prof. F. D. Shaver.......... 
Rev. David A. Abner, Jr....-- 
Miss Myrtie A. Culver....... 

‘¢ Rose Fowler........... 


‘* Beatrice R. Fay 


STATE UNIVERSITY. 


LOUISVILLE. Ky. 


Miss Lulu C. Osborne ...... 
‘© Lucy W. Smith........ 


Emma F. Adams...... 


INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL. 


MONTEREY, MEX. 


Principal—Rev. Thomas M. Westrup.... 
Assistants—Mrs. Frances B, Westrup.... 


Antonio Garcia..........-...-. 


3,241 | 


87 
STUDENTS. 
Studyin 
TOTAL. Conver- 
Ministry. s10ns. 
26 
147 7 7 
201 15 34 
| 
119° 7 14 


355 252 


Male. Female. 
| 3° 35 
President—Rev. W. J. Simmons, D.D. .. | 
Assistants—Rev. C. S. Dinkins.......... 
109 
| 
65 5 
Total.....- 1508) 1,733, 
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LtEGAGIES. 


RECEIVED FROM APRIL 1, 1884, TO APRIL 1, 1885. 


4 NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
Bow.—Estate of Timothy Hammond, balance.............--...+---- $20 75 
Nashua.—Estate of Mrs. Louisa S. H. Crosby........-....--.------ 355 32 
VERMONT. 
Fairfax.—Estate of J. M. Hotchkiss, interest. .......--...---------- 16 00 
Fair Haven.—Estate of Mrs. Priscilla B. Leach, balance............- 720 00 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Agawam.—Estate of Mrs. Almira W. Norton.........---.------+-+- 400 00 
Amesbury.—Estate of Stephen Woodman.........--..-----+-++++++- 1,000 00 
Beverly.—Estate of Samuel Chase, balance............---..-++-+---- 137 92 
Boston.—Estate of John Woods, interest.........-----...------+---- 85 54 
oe Estate of Mrs. Susan D. Reynolds.............-.-..--..--- 2,000 00 
Brookline.—Estate of Mary Warren........---- 666 66 
Cambridge.—Estate of John Greenleaf.........---...------+++-+-+--- 160 00 
Charlestown.—Estate of Henry Upham...................222+----- 854 17 
Danversport.—Estate of Benjamin Porter 48 94 
Fitchburg.—Estate of Susannah Stone...... 63 00 
Groton.—Estate of Aaron Corey, in 26 16 
Hampden.—Estate of John Orcutt.... 300 Oo 
Hubbardston.—Estate of Eliza Joslin. ......... 1,000 00 

Newton Centre—Estate of Gardner Colby, $10,000 for Church Edifice 
Seekonk.—Estate of Mrs. Patience Peck..... 20 00 
Southbridge.—Estate of John Edwards, interest.............-.-.---- 54 00 
Wakefield.—Estate of Mrs. Lucy A. 1,000 00 
Woburn.—Estate of Peter Foster, interest..................-.------ 51 33 

RHODE ISLAND. 
Providence.—Estate of Rev. Henry Jackson, D. D., interest.. .....-.- 40 00 
“ Estate of G. F. Gladding................ 31 50 
CONNECTICUT. 
Middletown.—Estate of Henry Clark... cece 106 38 
Putnam.—Estate of Jennie Barrett, in advance..............-....--- 44 44 
Uncasville.—Estate of Polly Browning, I2 00 
NEW YORK. 

i Buffalo.—Estate of Mrs. C. C. Fillmore...............ce.ccccceccee 500 00 
Greenwich.—Estate of John McClelland, part in advance...........-- 00 
Hamilton.—Estate of Mrs. Almira W. Geer, balance........... 56 


> 
” 
» 
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Harpersville.—Estate of Ruby Birdsall..... 


Lansing.—Estate of Nancy 
Leon. —Estate of Esther Wells.... 150 00 
Le Roy.—Estate of Mrs. Aurelia Potwine........................... 3,000 00 
Macedon.—Estate of Valentine Perry, in addition........ ‘e 22 90 
Manchester.—Estate of Polly Mitchell, interest ..................... 15 70 


New Lebanon.—Estate of Maria L. Waite,.......................... 162 63 


New York. Estate OF Titus 
Sherburne.—Estate Of Charles Lewis............................... 800 00 
NEW JERSEY. 
Newark.—Estate of Harris M. Baldwin....................2....0... 3,500 00 
“ Estate of Mrs. Mary A. Baldwin, Church Edifice Fund...... 500 00 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

Smithficld.—Estate of Jane Scott... 10 00 
OHIO. 

Cheviot.—Estate of Richard Gaines, annuity........................ 8 00 
Colebrook.—Estate of Melinda Treat.. 3 45 
Granville.—Estate of P. R. Gorton, in part...... ................. 150 00 
INDIANA. 

Fort Wayne.—Estate of J. L. Kindig, in part............--.......--. 500 00 
Goshen. —Estate of Mrs. J. H. Fay.... 500 00 
Nyerville.—Estate of Mrs. Nancy J. Swain......... 99 
ILLINOIS. 

Sublette. —Estate of Mrs. E. H. 296 
MICHIGAN. 

Lansing.—Estate of Betsy Davis.... 299 70 
IOWA 
WISCONSIN. 

Racine.—Estate of J. Humphrey.... ------ 337 94 
TENNESSEE. 

NVashville.—Estate of J. P. Rexford, 54 


$45,398 90 
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DIRECTORS AND MEMBERS FOR LIFE. 


Constituted such during the Year. 


Life Directors. 


Allen, Rev. John C., Elizabeth, N. J., by 1st 


Barbour, Rev. Thomas S., Fall River, Mass., 
by 1st Chureh. 

Brewster, Henry M., Springfield, Mass., by 

St. S.-C; by 

ockinton, Rev. Isaac Darlin 

the Macedonia Church’ 

Childs, Harris C., New York, N. Y., by self 

Easterbrook, Rev. Gorham, Southbridge, Mass . 

F by Central Church, Springfield, M by 

aunce, Mrs ie pringfie ass., 

State St. Church. 

Grant, Rev. Roland D., Wakefield, Mass., by 
H T N. Y., by the 

ev 

Hiscox, Mrs. Martha M., Troy, N.Y., by the 
Fifth St Church. 

Leslie, J. H., Chicago, Ill. 

Mack, Frank, M., Weedsport, N. 

tC 


——: ~ L. R. Newton, Kansas, by her 


Pratt F., Indianapolis, Ind., by self. 
aun A., Chicago, Ill., by the Memorial 


og Theodore W., North Scituate. 
ass., by a friend. 
a Mrs. Charlotte A., Troy N. Y., by her 
usban 
Fa Rev. Justus, Tomah, Wis., by self. 
Tapley, George W., Springfield Mass., by State 
St. Church. 
Wright, Asa., Hampton, lowa, by self. 


Life Members. 


Albee Amos D. Wallaston, Mass. by the Church. 


ae 8s Rev. W. M., Baltimore, Md., by 
tat 


T., D., Tahlequah, Ind. Ter., by 


her h 
Anthony, Hannah Amandey, Providence, R. I. 
by Tiendship St. 


Anthony Adah W., Providence, R. I., 
St. Church. 


Allen, M., Tahlequah, Ind. Ter., hy 


F. J., Grafton, Mass., by the 


Barton, E. M., Chicago, IIl., by the Memorial 
Church. 


Fall River, Mass., by rst 


Benson, Oliver N., Troy, N. Y., by Sunday 
School of 1st Church. 

Rilderbach, Mrs. Martha R., Salem, N. J., by 
the Memorial Church. 


Bird, Isaac W., Zanesville, O., by Market St. 


— ae W., Fall River, Mass., by 1st 

— B. J., North Uxbridge, Mass., by 

we. Emma E., Fall River, Mass., by 1st 
Church. 


Bottom North Billerica, Mass., by 
Sun School. 


Batton, J h, Elizabeth, N. J., by rst Church. 
Little Rock, Ark wy rst Church. 
H., Haverhill, M ass., by 1st 


“hu 
Bowen, Mrs. Janette, Middleboro, Mass., by 
Central Church 


John C., Fulton; N. Y., by the 


Bryan, Mrs. T. J., Miles City, Mont, by Ladies’ 
ission Circle. 

Bryden game Mass., by Cary Ave. 
urch. 

—— John L., Ludlow, Vt., by the 


Gloversville, N. Y., by tst 
Church. 


Butler, Rav. T. M., North Uxbridge, Mass., by 
H. W. Parker and wife. 


Carpenter, Jane, Gloversville, N. Y., by 1st 


Casswell, S. T., City 
Cartwright, Waiter, by the 


Chamberlain, Rev. George C., Orange, Mass , 
by the Church. 

Chandler, Mrs. Rigena, Sandusky, Ohio, by 
Wayne St. Church. 


dy J 
Pa 
4 
Po Bacone, Professor Almon C., Tahlequah, Ind 
Ter., by self. 
Baldwin, Rev. William R., Friendship, N. Y., 
by the Church. 
Bartlet, Rey. 
| Church. 
| ts. 
ths 
| 
| 
b> 
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li James, Brooklyn, N. Y., the 
Chappell Jer St. Church. by 
Chase, Miss , Exeter, N. H., by the 

ch 


Church. 
Chase, Benjamin W., Haverhill, Mass., by rst 
cine William, Cleveland, Ohio, by her 
Church Joseph, Jr., Tiverton, R. L, by the 
Charl, ev G. W., Glay Center, Kansas, 
a A. C., Stillman Valley, Ill, by the 


Clark, Kev. Ww. N. Y., by 
Church and | Sunda 
D. Salem, Nj N. J., by Memorial 
urch 


S. Fannie, Springfield, Mass., by State 
Closser, J. A-y Indi Ind., by self 
N. Y., by the 
urcn. 
Cole, ee Mt. Carroll, Ill, by the 
Church. 
Coburn, Emily J., Fall River, Mass., by rst 
Church. 


hure 
Cole, W. C., Atti ~ self. 
Colwell, Speucer , Sk urne, N. Y., by 
the Church, 
Congdon, E. Jennie F., Providence, R. 1., by 
riendship St. Church. 
Charles W., Providence, R. I., by Friend- 
St. Church. 
Cory, liward A., Providence, R. I., by Friend- 
ship St. Church. 
Crane, Miss Emma E., New York, by Mrs. Cc. 


urton, Fall River, Mass., by rst 
Cressey, Benjamin G., Haverhill, Mass., by 1st 


Church. 
Cullimore, T. M., Jacksonville, Ill., by Sunday 
School of rst’ hurch. 


, Cincinnati, Ohio, by his 


Decius, H. 'B., Lama, Ohio., by rst Church. 

Dennatt, J. A., Ludlow, Vt, by the Church. 

Downing, Amos W,, H averhill, Mass., by 1st 
urc 


Ellyson, Rev. O., Washington, D. C., by Ana- 
coita Church. 

Elton, Mrs. Mary I., Fort Collins, Colo., by her 
husband. 

Ely, William G., Cheektowaga, N. Y., by Mrs. 
M. T., Elly. 

a Charles B., Haverhill Mass., by rst 


“rc 

B., Haverhill, Mass., by rst 
Chure 

va Mrs. Susan E., Haverhill, Mass , by rst 
Chure 

Embrea, Mrs. Margaret, Miles City, Mont., b 
Courch and School. 7 4 

Enly, Me Holly N. J., by the 


ten Rev. John, Brooklyn N. Y., by the 
Herkimer St. Church. 


Fitter, E. A., Brooklyn, N. Y., by the Willough- 
by Avenue Church 
H. J,, Jackson, Mich., by the 1st 


Church, 
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Ford, Miss Helen S., T 
mother. 
Freeman, Rev. W. E., Pa., by the 


Beaver Associatio 
A., Fall Mass., by st 


ae B., Zanesville, O., by Market Street 


Garton, Rev. J. V., Meriden, Conn., by the rst 
Church. 


Garton, Mrs. Frances Eugenie, Meriden, Conn., 
by the rst Church. 
— a B., Middleboro, Mass., by the 


Goodwin Mrs. Mary W., Prowidence, R. L., 
' by Friendship Street Church. a 


Gurley, John B., Zanesville, O., M 


ae Benjamin W., Mt. Holly, N. J., by the 

urch 

Hanson, Hadley P., Boston, Mass., by South 
Church. 


ee Emily M., Fall River, Mass., by rst 
—— out, Helen P., Fall River, Mass., by rst 
Jacksonville, by the rst 
Haskill, . E. B., Hope Valley, R. L., by 


self. 
Helsley, Mrs. Rachel A., Wadsworth, Nev., by 
her husband. 
Henry Charles, Chelsea, Mass., by Cary Ave. 
Church, 
Clara E., Lockport, by Mrs. M. B, 


Holden, — L., W., Clarksburg, West Va. 

Holden, Mrs. R. B., Providence, R. I., by Cran- 
ston Street Church. 

— a D., Alpena, Mich., by the 


Holmes, Miss Mary L., Holmdel, N. J. by the 
Church. 

Horton, Melvin B., Fall River, Mass., by rst 
Church. 

Howard, Rev. J. K., Livonia, Ind., by the 
Orleans Association. 

How, Hannah W., Haverhill, Mass., by 1st 
Church, 

Hunt, James C., Providence, R. I.,by Friendship 


Street Church. 
Windsor, Vt., by A. F. Sher- 


Hull, Rev. J. M., 

man. 

Huntington, Mrs. J. a See N. Y., by Sun- 
day School of rst lod 

Jackson, William S., Buffalo, N. Y., by Mission 
of Prospect Ave. Church. 

enkins, Robert, — Mass., by a friend. 

See op Rev. T. L., Columbus, Miss. 


Keith, W. B., Keighley, Kansas, by Little Wal- 
nut urch. 
Keitley, Rev. L., Jackson, Mich., by 1st Church. 


Kimball, Nathaniel T., Haverhill, Mass., by rst 
Church. 

King, Charles, Gloversville, N. Y., by 1st 
Church. 


| 

| 

| sas Valley Association. 

| Fuller, Rev. O. P., Chatham, Mass., by Barn- 

| stable, Association. 

go 

| 


116 
Knowlton, Rev. J. A., North Fairfield, Ohio, by 
the Church. 


ey George ©., Boston, Mass., by South 
u 
Lawrence, Richard, Red Bank, N. J., by the 


hurch. 

Lorsen, Pastor M., Copenhagen, Denmark, by 
his Church. 

Lee, J. V., Beatrice, Neb. the Church. 


Litchheld, ‘Abbie S., North Mass., by a 
Lloyd, A. M., Hollidaysbur 
wed. 3 Martha, Gloversvi 


East Providence, R. I., by self. 
Luther, Mrs. Mary F., East Providence, R. 1., 
by her husband. 


Pa., 
lle, N. Y., by 1st 


McLean, Rev. John, Morenci, Mich., by the 


Church. 

McLeod, Allen, Boston, Mass., by South Church. 

Manning, R. B., New Brooklyn, J., by 
Church. 

Martin, William, Chelsea, Mass., by Cary Ave. 
(Church. 

Gloversville, N,  Y., by ast 


urc 

Maybin, Mrs. E. B., Morenci, Mich., by self 

Medbury, Miss Hannah P., East "Providence, 

Rt. by the Church. 

Merzitt, Henry, Fall River, Mass., by 1st Church. 

Morris, John C., NewBrunswick, N .J., by New 
Brooklyn Church 

Moss, Rev. A. W., Canton, Miss., by the Church 

Moscrip, Rev. H., Jerseyville, Ill. by 
Church. 

Munson, H. D., Jr., Zanesville, O., by Marke 
St. Church. 

Murray, Rev. P. H., Brid , West Va. 

Gilbertsvi ile, N. Y., by Sunday 

00 


pny. Harriet D., Haverhill, Mass., by 

1st 

Nott, Mrs. S. 7. Brooklyn, N. Y., by Mrs. C. 
C. Bishop. 


Ogden, Rev. E. M., Stepney, Ct., by the 
Church. 

Olds, Rev. R. L., Ludlow Vt., by the Church. 

Osborne, Willie, Cleveland, Ohio, by his 
grandmother. 


Peabody, Mrs. R. B., Manchester, N. H., by 


** Missiona ary 


New Brooklyn, N. J., by 


Rehm, John me e, New York, N. Y., by Sun- 
day School of First German ‘Church. 

Rishtine, George, Zanesville, Ohio, by Market 
St. Church. 

Robinson, Elmor D., East Taunton, Mass., by 
Raynham Church. 

Riggs, John T. Frenette Vt., by Church. 

pee boos Mary J., Pittston, Pa, by the 


Rope, W. W., Brooklyn, N. Y., by the Herkimer 
PS. Church. 
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Rowe, Mrs. Fannie K., South Abington, Mass., 
by a lady friend. 

Ruhlen, J. F., Grenada, K 

Rundlett, Jacob Chelses ass., by Cary 
Ave. Church. 


Runyan, David R., Millington, N. J., by the 
Church. 

Russell, Rev. W. T., St. Louis Mo., by 4th 
Church. 

Ruth, Mrs. M. B., Lockport, IIl., by self. 


Sanders, Rev. Wright, Orleans, Ind., by the 
Orleans Association. 

Sapp, Rev. E. M., Shinnston, West Va. 

Sawyer, Mrs. E. A., Providence, R. 1., by Cran- 
ston St. Church. 

Jeannie T., Franklin, Ind., by 

urc 

Seaver Mary G., North Scituate, Mass., by a 
riend 

Scrivon, M. W., Troy, N. Y., Sund: 
School. of rst ’ Church. by 

a F Wayland, Fairfax, Vt., by the 


urch. 

Silsbury, George C., Fall River, Mass., by 1st 
Church. 

Simmons, David, Gloversville, N. Y., by 1st 


*hurch. 
Slee, William, Alpena, Mich., by the Church. 
Uxbridge, by self 


Slater, A. C., Nort 
and wife. 

Smith, Gilbert M., Somerville, Mass., by Church 
and Sunday School. 

Stout, Miss Kate, Clarksburg, W. Va., by the 
Church. 


Taylor, J. J., Holmdel, N. J., by the Church. 
Thayer, Harry Weeks, Morgan Park, Ill., by 


iessen, Mrs un 
Tilden, of vat Chere F. N. Y., by 
Tilly, Brooklyn, N. Y., by Herkimer 
D., Gloversville, N. Y., by 1st 
Townsend, Rev. C., Throopsville, N. Y., by Mr. 


and Mrs. Harlow. 
Tucker. Rev. E. B., Minneapolis, Kansas, by 


his Churches 
V., Stormville, N. Y., by Morgan 
Van Cougne. Mary, Gloversville, N. Y., by 1st 


Warten Gor H. P., Hampton, Va., by Sunday 

oo] 

baby Hon. nn J., Friendship, N. Y., by the 
urch 


alas Frank W. , D.D., Scotch Plains N. J., 


the Church. 
Whee er, Mrs Fannie, Chester Neb., fey = 
Williams, Miss Cora, Carbondale, Ill., by the 
rst Church. 


be maw J. H., Jonah’s Run, Ohio, by his 
Middleboro, Mass., by Central 


Wood, B. F., Winfield, Kan., by the Church. 
Wyckoff, J. H., Holmdel, N, J., by the Church. 


| 

fiat 


OBITUARY. 


1884-85. 
DECEASED LIFE DIRECTORS. 

Baker, Benjamin P., Rutland, Vr. | Hill, Rev. Stephen P., D.D_, Washington, D.C, 
Ballard, Rev. Joseph, Norwalk, Conn. Holme, Rev. J.Stanford, D.D., New York, N.Y. 
Binney, Mrs. Juliet P., Rangoon, Burmah, |= Hyde, Rev. John C., Bristol, N. Y. 

India. _ Learned, Lucien S., Boston, Mass. 
Boyce, James, Providence, R. I. Lerned, Rev. John H., Brentwood, N. H. 
Brayton, Rev. Jonathan, Centreville, R. I. _ Masters, Mrs. Z. C., Providence, R. 1. 
Burt, Edwin C., North Orange, N. J. Milbank, Jeremiah, New York, N. Y. 
Chapin, Rev. N. E., Lodi, Wis. Moore, Mrs. Edna, O., De Land, Fla. 
Covell, Rev. Samuel, New York, N. Y. Moore, Rev. Isaac, Port Richmond, N. Y. 
Crane, Rev. William Carey, D.D., LL.D., Potter, Rev. Thomas T., Fresno, Cal. 

Independence, Tex. Sheldon, Smith, New York, N. Y. 
Curtis, Rev. Emory, Burns, Mich. Standish, John Dana Detroit, Mich. 
Dagg, Rev. John L., D.D., Haynesville, Ala. Swan, Rev. Jabez Smith, New London, Conn. 
Dodge, Rev. Orrin, New York, N. Y. Weckerly, Dan‘el, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Eschman, John, East New York, N. Y. Wilder, Rev. William, Brooklyn Centre, Minn 
Ewell, Rev. Henry B., Pavilion, N. Y. Williams, Rev. William R., D.D., LL.D.,’ 
Gellatly, William A., North Orange, N. J. | New York, N. Y. 


DECEASED LIFE MEMBERS. 


Bailey, Rev. Simon Backus, Hope Valley, R. I. Hill, Rev. L. D., Waldoboro, Me. 
Barrows, John N., New Bedford, Mass. Holmes, Mrs. Ann Maria, Cambridge, Mass. 
Bates, David, Fitchburg, Mass. Howard, Mrs. Lucy M., Townsend, Vt. 
Bigelow, Rev. John F., D.D., Brooklyn, N. Y. Jenks, Mrs. Sarah B., Middleboro, Mass. 
Billings, Jerome, Brighton, Mass. Ketchum, Rev. Frederick, Havana, III. 
Bruce, John M., New York, N. Y. Leighton, James, Somerville, Mass. 
Butterfield, Stephen, Charlestown, Mass. Look, Rev. William, Forestville, N. Y. 
Champlin, Henry N., Kaneville, Il. Mace, Rev. Jeremiah M., Plymouth, Mass. 
Chappell, Charles C., New London, Conn. Martin, Alfred, Bound Brook, N. J. 
Clark, Rev. Thomas R , Cameron, N. Y. Merry, Rev. Nelson G., Nashville, Tenn. 
Cook, William W., Whitehall, N. Y. Parkhurst, Gurdon R., Fiskdale, Mass. 
Cressey, Mrs. Josephine Going, Des Moines, Perkins, Enoch W., Boston, Mass. 
lowa Perkins, Samuel 5., Boston, Mass 
Daniels, Rev. Harrison, Boston, Mass. Randall, Rev. David A., Columbus, O. 
Daniels, Thomas E., Fitchburg, Mass. Sabin, Rev. Alvah, Sycamore, III. 
Denison, Mrs. Amy R., Providence, R. I. Sexton, John W., Philadelphia, Pa. 
hee Henry V., D.D., Baldwinsville, Silver, Rev. David, Imlaystown, N. J. 
Duncan, Rev. John, Boston, Mass. Smalley, Henry, ene, N. J a 
Earle, Rev. phen Whitehall, N. Y. Smith, Edward T., New York,sN. Y. 
Estes, “ev. Andrew Broadus, Old Allendale, Smith, Rev. Isaac, 
S.C. Smith, Martin L , Cambridge, Mass. 
Estwick, Mrs. Mary Ann, New York, N. Y. Standish, Mrs. Emma L., Detroit, Mich. 
Evans, Miss Mary C., Wakefield, Mass. | Stoutenborough, Alfred, Paterson,;N. J. 
Evarts, Rev. M. M., Masonville, N. Y. | Taylor, William J. C., Chester, Pa. 
Farnham, Rev. Seth T., Medina, N. Y. Trowbridge, Edwin, Thomaston, Me. ; 
Felton, Rev. George D., Somerville, Mass. : Trull, Nathaniel, North Tewksbury, Mass. 
Fenn, Hubbard, Wallingford, Conn. ‘Turton, Rev. William H., Farmington, Towa : 
Foote, Asa, Skaneateles, N. Y. / Van Husan, Hon. Caleb, Detroit, Mich. ‘ 
Forbes, Rev. Merrill, East Randolph, N. Y. Vinton, Mrs. Lydia B., Willington, Conn. 
Franch, Stephen L., Fall River, Mass. Watson, John, Homer, N. Y. 
Gilman, George H., Baltimore, Md. Weaver, Daniel L., Albany, N. Y. 3 
Goodwin, Charles T , New York, N. Y. Weddell, Mrs. P. M., Piqua,}.O. . 
Hamilton, Rev. Alexander, Ripon, Wis. Westcott, Rev. Isaac, D.D., New Brunswick, 
Harris, Rev. George W., Battle Creek, Mich. N. J. 
Hayes, Seth, Cromwell, Conn. Whitman, John C., Sennett, N. Y. 
Heath, Rev. A., Oberlin, O. Wilkins, Rev. Andrew, Rose, N. Y. 
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REVISED MISSIONARY TABLE SHOWING THE DISTRIBUTION 


3—1834-35. 1 eof 3 Sel ost ° gun ote | Jj 1 15 
416—1847-48; ..| 1) 1) ../ .. 7 sof 2) 1) 1 
18—1849-50 . 6 1 he 1 se] te] oof 9 4 
30 —1861-62 vin ee 1 ** ** ** ** ** ** ** «#8 ** 1 
36—1867-68| __ 12 .-| 14 10, 3...) 8 8 38 
38—1862-70| ..| 1) ../ .. 36 1 3 il 9 ae 2 11 5 3 1 2 2 
.| 96) .. 6) 1/12 6 16) 4] 1) 3 1)../.. 1 
40—187 87) ..) 5 2) 8) 6) 2) 1 9 49. 8 7 Ser 
—1871-72) 7 3 ..| 4 4 4 3 37 | 1 3, 2 3; 
41—1872-73| 3) 5 si si | 5 1 7 16 11 7 6 4 64.) 2) 2 
42—1875-74, 3 .-| 11 68; 1) B 8 3 i 5, 3 4 1 6 
44—1875-76, 1| . a as 10 1165 6 4 3 2 2) 
47—1878-79 1 : 1 3 we | 3 > 1 5 9 ** 3 6 2 2 +) 7 6 9 1 3 2 6 1 ol ee 
49—1880-81 1 1 4) 3 4 5 i 6 2 1 i0 8 5 4 1 
60—1881-82' 2! gl gi 6; 8 2) 1/12 11 10; 9 4 4. 
$2—1883-84 1) 1 4] 6) 5 2 6 16! 2 7, 37 «1 
4 18 1g 22) 7) 8 15; 2 44 2 


Yay ed a2 TaBLE.—This table does not include General Officers, District Secretaries, or Collecting 
. naries of auxiliary bodies are omitted, and also’‘all those who received appointments but did 

not actually render and report service. ppo 
Ider Southern States, the missionary operations of Baptists among the 
has been true also for et — = mave been conducted almost wholly by the State Conventions. This 
this rule occur between 1086 ana: 18 ra Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, and Michigan. The exceptions tv 
New York, Indiana, Dlinois, Misso ri, uring portions of which time the Society was in co-operation with 
and Florida. Since 1878 ; uri, and Michigan, and also with Wisconsin, Kansas, Nebraska, California, 
co-operation has been resumed with several of the newer States, so that, in 1%%2, 


the Conventions of Minnesota Iowa, Neb rnia 
raska, Kansas, Wisconsin, Califo Pacific Coast, Texas, 
and Arkansas are in general co-operation with the Society. fe ; | 
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CH YEAR. 
TEACHERS BY STATES FOR EA 
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OF MISS 


| | #2 SOCIETY'S 
5 4 @ oa el ee j | 14 1838-39— 7 
10 B 11 5 3 ** ** . ** é 2 1844-45—13 
ll 16 6 2 2 ee ** 4 ** 1 97 1845-46—14 
7; 11 11; 10, .. wil fe. 19] ..|..../128 1849_50—18 
4 21 19 12 = ** 1 ee 3 3) ll 18°:2-53—21 
96 13 4 ed een + 6 4 4 8 1856-57 —25 
9 36 23 cel ve 5. 4 6 1 97 1007 
6 18 27| 30 6 4 eel eel] 6 2 1 | 1 1863-64 
4 ii .. 16 22 10 4 2 | 4 1 1 
7 35) 35 2 3 7; 2 70-71—39 
12 16 24) 7 35 32. 22 4 9 9 1 338 7 
7 55 36 25 36 2 14 9 3 Ry | 12 1 1 1871-7 
22 15, 35) 36 ; 3.16 8 5& oe 3 435 «(18% 2 
7 97 21 «18 4; 7 .. 19 73-74—4 
15 10 17) 27 2 10) 91 8 6 q aa 1 | q 1 1 329 18% 
5 0 14) 25 24 8 1916 19| 6 1874-75—43 
9 5 20 15 4 35 ll 5. 1 ee 5 ve 1878-1 9— 
$274 6 4 17, 90) 8) 33) 8) 1881-82! 
4 9 93 32 36 32 | 18, 1) 1 | 2: 16) 5] 5)-- 636 
2 2 7 4 ‘ 2 SR 34 9 23 | a| 3 1 4 2 3 12 5 10 me Nao) 
1| 20; 5) 3 24 67 44! 38) 12 53 8 MA 4| 2 24 
22, 4 25 60 42) 16 33, 7 6 .. 
3 2 4 #4 «22 6 28 
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TABLE OF COMPARATIVE RESULTS. 


Churches 
IETY’ butions No. of tisms | Churches Y 
1—1832-33 $6,586 73} 50 400 23 
2—1833-34| 7,776 52 62 1,600 40 55 
3—1834-35 8,663 84 79 1,200 60 68 
4—1835-36| 16,910 85 96 300 | 1,040 96 79 
5—1836-37| 12,361 66) 103 247 873 33 89 
6—1837-38| 13,437 81) 105 237 1,431 29 81 
7—1838-39| 15,345 05) 115 1,058 24 88 
8—1839-40| 17,334 29 87 761 24 62 
9—1840-41| 10,779 09 71 300 1,134 59 45 
10184112 12,506 92 93 325 1,495 36 68 
11—1842-43| 11,806 51 85 304 1,489 50 63 
12—1843-44| 13,401 76 73 249 1,127 29 46 
13—1844-45| 18,675 68 97 327 818 51 62 
14—1845-46| 15,727 73 98 472 992 33 71 
15—1846-47| 18,161 50} 136 505 490 29 84 
16—1847-48| 20,068 73} 161 558 694 35 105 
17—1848-49| 20,876 64| 128 453 774 45 92 
18—1849-50| 25,201 09} 110 338 949 33 81 
19—1850-51| 29,648 28} 132 386 981 33 98 
20—1851-52| 38,114 16 141 380 1,187 46 99 
21—1852-53| 42,872 01; 164 500 1,025 59 116 
221853-54| 56,381 08| 175 612 1,322 67 137 
23—1854-55| 55,545 40; 169 481 1,026 55 128 
24—1855-56| 47,928 54, 113 196 542 21 87 
25—1856-57| 43,361 76 88 211 336 24 64 
26—1857-58| 41,707 82 97 247 593 27 77 
27—1858-59| 43,525 92! 106 269 764 53 85 
28—1859-60| 55,749 50| 128 358 496 50 96 
29—1860-61| 44.678 67; 131 371 867 71 109 
30—1861-62| 31,144 28 84 252 473 30 71 
31—1862-63| 32,095 30 87 215 501 17 55 
32—1863-64| 56,090 00! 147 372 892 36 83 
33—1864-65| 94,403 227 429 2,141 57 130 
34—1865-66| 105,936 25} 312 378 4,151 89 158 
35—1866-67| 144,184 46, 391 406 7,236 132 233 
36—1867-68} 139,060 44, 326 352 6,712 106 207 
37—1868-69| 130,877 23! 266 301 4,424 64 183 
38—1869-70| 177,878 90| 301 321 3,840 70 184 
39—1870-71| 197,071 30| 338 491 4,038 90 195 
40—1871-72| 186,251 29) 414 500 6,029 160 259 
41—1872-73| 210,660 07) 435 484 4,910 166 278 
42—1873-74| 221,272 97| 329 362 2,264 113 187 
43—1874-75| 198,343 98} 324 358 2,100 92 198 
44—-1875-76| 177,876 62) | 254 300 2,036 65 159 
45—1876-77| 159,032 94) 225 256 1,581 60 163 
46—1877-78| 126,463 91| 213 250 1,834 36 149 
47—1878-79| 115,083 38) 238 274 1,172 42 157 
48—1879-80| 122,419 21; 277 836 1,160 67 175 
49—1880-81| 193,373 24, 390 1,202 1,304 61 236 
$11,016 1,460 1,675 75 318 
1082-53) 220,914 7 7 1,762 2,51 152 406 
52—1883-84 369,302 51 636 1,599 | 404 
53 —1884-85| 315,245 53| 702 (,628 | 3,317 139 464 
Totals... | 4,808,035 66 96,618 3,276 | 7,410 
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CHARTER OF THE SOCIETY. 


The American Baptist Home Mission Society was originally incorporated by 
act of the Legislature of the State of New York, passed April 12, 1843. ° This char- 
ter was amended Feb. 9, 1849, and further amended April 30, 1877. In its present 
torm the charter is as follows: 


SecTIon 1. All such persons as now are, or may hereafter become, members 
of the American Baptist Home Mission Society, formed in the City of New York in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, shall be, and hereby are con- 
stituted a body corporate, by the name of ‘‘ The American Baptist Home Mission 
Society.” for the purpose of promoting the preaching of the Gospel in North 
America. 


§ 2. This Corporation shall be capable of taking, holding, or receiving any 
property, real or personal, by virtue of any devise or bequest, contained in any last 
will and testament of any person whomsoever, the clear annual income of which 
devise or bequest shall not exceed ten thousand dollars; provided that every such 
bequest or devise shall be subject to the provisions of the act three hundred and 
sixty, of the laws of eighteen hundred and sixty. It shall be lawful for this Corpo- 
ration to establish and maintain schools in connection with its missionary work 
among the colored population of the United States, now generally known as freed- 
men, and also among the Indians of North America, and for that purpose to take 
and hold necessary real estate, and to receive, accummulate, and hold in trust en- 
dowment funds for the support of such schools, provided that the annual income of 
real estate and endowment funds held for the @se and maintenance of such schools 
shall not exceed fifty thousand dollars. The net annual income of the said Society 
arising from their real estate, other than that held for school purposes, shall not ex- 
ceed the sum of ten thousand dollars. 


) 3. This Corporation shall possess the general powers and be subject to the 
provisions contained in title third of chapter eighteen of the first part of the Revised 
Statutes so far as the same are applicable and have not been repealed. 


) 4. This Act shall take effect immediately. 
\ 5. The Legislature may at any time modify or repeal this Act. 
Nore.—Section 4 of title third, above referred to in § 3 is as follows: 


To hold, purchase and convey such real and personal estate as the purposes of 
the Corporation shall require, not exceeding the amount limited in its Charter. 


| 

4 

a 


CONSTITUTION. 


NAME. 
I.—This Society shall be called THe AMeRIcAN Baptist Home Mission Society. 


OBJECT. 
I1.—The object of this Society shall be to promote the preaching of the Gospel in North America. 
MEMBERSHIP. 


IIl.—The Society shall be composed of Annual Delegates, Life Members, and Life Directors 
Any Baptist Church, in union with the denomination may appoint a delegate for an annual contribu. 
tion of ten dollars, and an additional delegate for each additional thirty dollars. Thurty dollars sha!! 
be requisite to constitute a Member for Life; and one hundred dollars, paid at one time, or a sum 
which, in addition to any previous contribution, shall amount to one hu dollars, shall be requisite 
to constitute a Director for Life. 


OFFICERS. 


IV.—The officers of the Society shall be a President, two Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, two 
Auditors, one or more Corresponding Secretaries, and a Recording Secretary. 


MANAGERS. 


V.—There shall be fifteen managers also, residing chiefly in the City of New York, or its vicinity, 
who shall be divided by lot among themselves into three classes of five members each. The terms of 
service of the first class shall expire in one year, that of the second class in two years, and that of the 
third class in three years. At each annual meeting of the Society, after the first election under this 
amended Constitution, one class only shall be elected for the term of three years, to the end that the 
third part of the whole number of the managers, as nearly as possible, may be annually chosen; pro- 
vided, however, that vacancies remaining in any class may be filled for the unexpired term of that 
class. The officers and managers shall be elected by ballot and continue to discharge their official 
duties until superseded by a new election 


EXECUTIVE BOARD. 


V1.—The Treasurer, Anditors, Recording Secretary, and Managers of the Society shall constitute 
the Executive Board, to control the business of the Society, seven of whom shall be a quorum for that 
purp They shali have power to appoint their own meetings, elect their own Chairman, and Re- 
cording iry, enact their own By-laws and Rules of Order, provided, always, that they be not 
inconsistent with this Constitution; fill all vacancies which may occur in their own body, or in the 
offices of the Society, during the year, and, if deemed necessary by two-thirds of the members, convene 
special meetings of the Society. They shall establish such agencies as the interests of the Society 
may require, appoint agents and missionaries, fix their compensations, direct and instruct them con- 
cerning their particular fields and labors, make all appropriations to be paid out of the treasury, and 


_ present the Society, at each annual meeting, a full report of their proceedings during the current 


year. 
DESIGNATED FUNDS. 


VII.—All moneys or other property contributed and designated for an rticular missionary field 
or purpose shall be so appropriated, or returned to the or 
TREASURER. 


VIII.—The Treasurer shall give bonds to such amount as the Executive Board shall think 
proper. 


ELIGIBILITY TO APPOINTMENT. 

1X.—All the Officers, Managers, Missionaries, .and Agents of the Society shal bers in 

good standing in regular Baptist 
ANNUAL MEETING. 

X.—The Society shall meet annually for the election of Officers and M and the transaction 

of other necessary business, at such time and place as the Executive Board shall appoint. 
ALTERATIONS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

X1.—No alteration of this Constitution shall be made without an affirmative vote of two-thirds of 

the members present at an annual meeting; nor unless the same shall have been proposed in writing, 


> Bed ae mr sustained by a majority vote, at a previous annual meeting, or recommended by 
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District Secretaries. 


w Exctanp—Rev. A. P. Mason, D. D., Tre- 
as mont Temple, Boston, Mass. 
New York AND NorTHERN New 

C. P. Sheldon, D. D., Troy, 
SouTHERN New JERSEY AND PENNSYLVANIA, 

DeLawAre AND District or 

Rev. E B. Palmer, D. D., 1420 Chestnut St, 


ERSEY—Rev. 


For German Missions—Rev. J. C. Grimmell 

Rocky Mountain District—Rev, Dwight 
Spencer, Salt Lake City, Utah. 

West Vircinta—Rev. W. E. Powell, Parkers- 


4 
Wisconsin—Rev. D. F. Halteman, Delavan. 
Kansas—Rev. A. S. Merrifield, Newton. 
Minnesota—Rev. 


. Sunderland, Minneapolis; 


lowa—Rev. D. D. Proper, Des Moines. 
Nepraska—Rev. J. W. Osborn, Fremont. 
Dakota—Rev. E. Ellis, Sioux Falls. 
Nortu Dakota anv N. P. R. R.—Rev. G. W. 


Philadelphia, Penn. 
MicniGaN, AND INDIANA—Rev. Jas. Coop- 
er, D. D., 150 Willis ar, Detroit Mich. 
Tue Sournwest—Rev. S. W. Marston, D, D., 


‘ompton Street, St. Louis, Mo. Huntley, Fargo, Dak. 
uela de Don Juan Carbonero y Racabado, 
Superintendents and General Missionaries. Mexico City, Mexico. 
Mexico, New Leon, &c.—Rev. Thos. Westrup, 
Supt. oF Missions FOR ILLinois, Wisconsin, Monterey. 
Minnesota, lowa, Kansas, Nepraska, 


Daxotra—Rev. Wm. M. Haigh, D. D. 
151 Wabash Ave., Chicago, II). 

Surr. or Missions For No. Pactric Coast— 
Rev. J. C. Baker, Salem, Oregon. 


Church Edifice Work. 


GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT.—Rev. 0. C. Pope, 


. D., Austin, Texas. 
The Baptist Home Mission Month 
The Baptist Mission Monthly, 
ILLUSTRATED. 
The List of Contributors embraces the names of Leading Ministers, Laymen, and Women in the 
Denomination, from all parts of the omnaey. It furnishes the latest factsabout our Missionary Opera- 
u 


tions, on Church Edifice Work, and our cational Work among the Freedmen; also, Editorial Notes 
on Current Topics; itemized list of Contributions; Appointments of Missionaries, &c., &c. 


No Pastor can afford to be without it. 
No Patriotic Baptist can afford to be without it. 
Indispensable for the Monthly Concert of Prayer. 


Single Subscription price, - - - 
Clubs of Tem, © = «= $4.50 

Payable in advance. Postage Stamps received for Single Subscriptions. 


50 Cents per year. 


An Annual Volume of 300 pages, beautifully printed, on 
fine paper, for 50 Cents! 


Direct Subscriptions and Money to the American Baptist Home 
Mission Society, Temple Court, 7 Beekman Street, New York. 


— 


A VALUABLE WORK. 
Baptist Home Missions in North America. 


This volume of 619 pages contains a full Historical Sketch, in thirty-one chap- 
ters, of the work of the American Baptist Home Mission Society for fifty years ; 
a complete report of the proceedings and addresses of the Jubilee Meeting; also, 
elaborate tables, showing the places in every State and Territory where the Soci- 
ety's missionaries have labored, the names of missionaries, with the date of the 
commencement and the duration of their services, and other valuable statistics. 

Price, postage prepaid, $1.50. Send orders to the American Baptist Home 
Mission Society, Temple Court, N. Y. 


From Numerous Notices of the Book, the following are taken: 


work of great interest and permanent value.” — 7 Christian Secretary. 
A valuable addition to our denominational literature.""—Z/on's Advocate. 
ht for elsewhere in vain.” —7 he Examiner. 
that any one may be glad to have 


complete history of this subject, such as may be 

A record of achievements and a source of historical information 
upon his shelves,’"— The Fournal and Messenger. 

“The book is a highly interesting one, and will have permanent value. 


It should go abroad over 
the country by thousands.”"— Zhe Standard. 
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HAVE YOU MADE A WILL? 


It will not shorten your life to make it.. Nobody knows as well as yourself 
upon whom you would wish to settle your estate. Perhaps there are claims which 
your Lord and Redeemer has upon the final disposition of it. There may be igno. 
rance which you ought to do something to enlighten; there may be souls in the 
shadow and darkness of death whom you should do something to lift up into light. 

Do not write your own will, unless you are a lawyer; better afew dollars spent 
for skill than that your estate be ravaged by litigation. Let your lawyer be sure 
that names of institutions remembered be written with absolute correctness. We 
hope you are disposed to remember this Society. For our Freedmen’s Schools, we 
need endowment funds which, over and over, through successive generations, shal! 
be made to do the work of instructing teachers and preachers; we need funds for 
the support and enlargement of our general missionary work among the weak ani 
destitute; we urgently need funds for the Benevolent Department of our Church 
Edifice work. Remember us. You are giving to these causes now; give when 
you are dead. 


FoRM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SocieTy.—** I give and bequeath to The Ameri- 
can Baptist Home .Mission Society, formed in New York, in the year eighteen 
hundred and thirty-two, the sum of —— for the general purposes of said Society. 


Bequests for special features of the Society’s work, should be properly ex. 
pressed in the will, thus; ‘‘ For the Freedmen’s Work of the Society;’’ ‘ For 
Endowment Fund for Christian Schools among the Freedmen and the Indians; ”’ 
‘¢ For the Maintenance of Students for the Ministry, in Schools for the Freedmen 
and the Indians ;” ‘‘ For the Benevolent Department of the Church Edifice Fund.” 


The following form of attestation by three witnesses, who should write against 
their names their places of residence, will answer for every State in the Union: 
‘* Signed, sealed, published, and declared by the said (A.B.) as his last Will and 
Testament, in the presence of us, who, at the request of the said (A.B.) and in his 
presence, and in the presence of each other, have hereunto subscribed our names 
as witnesses.’’ A codicil must be attested in the same manner. In some States it 


is required that charitable bequests should be made at least two months before the 
death of the testator. 


Do you Prefer to be your own Executor ? 


This Society will receive your money, designated for the purpose you name, 
will invest it, and if you so desire will pay to you an annuity for it while you live 
—the Society to hold and use it after your decease. The Society holds large 
amounts in trust in this precise form. It gives to the donor a bond which makes a 
safe and guaranteed investment during his life. Thus there will be no contest over 
your will when you are gone, and no uncertainty about your gift reaching its des- 


_ tination. 


Pastors and others who know of bequests to the Society, are especially request- 
ed to inform the Corresponding Secretary of the facts as soon as practicable, giving 
names of testator, executor, and Surrogate, if possible, and any other facts of im 
portance. Sometimes through neglect or other causes, information concerning be- 
quests reaches us long after the death of the testator, and sometimes, it is believed, 


not at all. Such gifts are sacred, and every Christian is interested in having them 
secured and applied to the ends designated. 


Donors should make drafts, checks, and Post-Office orders, Payable to The 
American Baptist Home Mission Society, and should send their contributions to the 
District Secretary or General Missionary for their District. 


_ The payment of $30 makes one a member for life, and the payment of $100 a 
Director for life. Churches frequently constitute their pastors Life Members or 


Life Directors, so that whenever they attend the meeting of the Society they have 
a voice in its deliberations. 
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